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  Purpose    1.01.01.
The purpose of this section is to achieve balance among the following goals:  

1.01.01.A. To protect the property values and economic well-being of the city;  

1.01.01.B. To encourage the effective use of signs as a means of identification and 

communication for businesses, organizations and individuals in the city; 

1.01.01.C. To provide a means of wayfinding in the community, thus reducing traffic 

confusion and congestion; 

1.01.01.D. To assure maintenance of signs; 

1.01.01.E. To prohibit signs of such excessive size and number that they obscure one 

another to the detriment of the economic and social well-being of the city; 
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1.01.01.F. To protect the safety and welfare of the public by minimizing sign-related 

hazards to pedestrian and vehicular traffic; 

1.01.01.G. To preventing unsightly and chaotic visual clutter which has a blighting 

influence upon the community; and 

1.01.01.H. To minimize the possible adverse effects of signs on nearby public and private 

property, in particular on residential uses and districts. 

 Applicability   1.01.02.
It is unlawful for any person to construct, maintain, display or alter or cause to be constructed, 

maintained, displayed or altered, a sign within the city, except in conformance with this 

ordinance. 

 Relationship to other Ordinances 1.01.03.
Nothing herein contained shall be deemed or construed to modify or alter the provisions of any 

other ordinance or chapter in the City Code. In the event of a conflict between the requirements 

of this Code and those of any other provision of the City Code, the more restrictive shall prevail 

and control. 

 Severability   1.01.04.
If any section, paragraph, clause, phrase or part of this ordinance is, for any reason, held 

invalid, such decision will not affect the validity of the remaining provisions of this ordinance; 

and, the application of these provisions to any persons or circumstances will not be affected 

thereby. 

 Substitution of Messages  1.01.05.
The sign regulations of this article are not intended to favor commercial speech over 

constitutionally protected political or noncommercial speech.  A sign containing a 

noncommercial message may be substituted for any sign containing a commercial message that 

is allowed by the regulations of this article. 

 Exemptions    1.01.06.
The following signs are exempt from regulation under this article:   

1.01.06.A. Any public notice, warning or temporary sign posted by a valid and applicable 

federal, state, or local law, regulation, or ordinance; or posted by a public agency, acting in 

accordance with an adopted law or ordinance, or by order of a court of competent 

jurisdiction. 

1.01.06.B. Public utility signs and safety signs required by law. 

1.01.06.C. Any sign inside a building, not attached to a window or door that is not legible 

from a distance of more than 3 feet beyond the property line, development site or parcel on 

which the sign is located, or any sign that the Zoning Administrator determines is not 

intended to be legible from any street right-of-way or beyond the property line. 
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1.01.06.D. Traffic control signs on private property, such as Stop, Yield, and similar signs, 

the faces of which meet standards set forth in the Illinois Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 

Devices and which contain no commercial message of any sort. 

1.01.06.E. Ghost signs are deemed conforming. Ghost signs may be maintained and 

repainted but no new information or images may be added to the existing sign. No new wall 

signs may be painted over an existing ghost sign. 

1.01.06.F. Signs in the Public Right-of-Way and on Public Property 

1. Signs installed by any of the following government agencies and directly 

related to the use of the right-of-way or of public property, including the 

control and direction of traffic are permitted in the public right of way and 

on public property: the City of Blue Island;  Cook County;  State of Illinois; 

any transit company authorized to provide service to or through Blue 

Island; any public utility with a franchise or other agreement with the City 

of Blue Island; or any other government entity or person expressly 

authorized by Illinois law to install a sign in the right-of-way. 

2. Honorary signs acknowledging voluntary efforts to provide landscaping, 

litter control, or other maintenance, when the signs are installed pursuant 

to a written policy of the City of Blue Island or the State of Illinois. 

3. Any other sign installed or placed in the public right-of-way will be 

deemed an unlawful sign and will be subject to immediate removal and 

disposal by the city, without compensation to the owner.  The owner or 

other person placing the sign will, nevertheless, be subject to the penalty 

provisions of this sign ordinance. 

 Prohibited Signs  1.01.07.
The following signs are expressly prohibited in all zoning districts:    

1.01.07.A. Animated signs. 

1.01.07.B. Moving signs or signs that give the illusion of movement in any manner. 

1.01.07.C. Flashing, blinking, mechanically moving, twinkling, scrolling or full-motion 

video elements or other lighting that does not provide constant illumination, including 

strobe lights, moving or fixed spotlights and floodlights. 

1.01.07.D. Wind-blown signs. 

1.01.07.E. Handwritten signs, pictures, symbols or lettering on window signs or displays. 

1.01.07.F. Banners or pennants that are intended to be temporary for 30 days but left in 

place indefinitely. 
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1.01.07.G. Signs that cover any architectural elements or obstruct any ingress or egress, 

including doors, windows or fire escapes. 

1.01.07.H. Roof signs, except were allowed by Special Use Permit in the U-TOD Sign 

Overlay District. 

1.01.07.I. Any sign that interferes with, obstructs the view of, or may be confused with 

any authorized traffic sign, signal or device because of its position, shape or color, including 

signs illuminated in red, green or amber color to resemble a traffic signal; 

1.01.07.J. Signs which make use of words such as STOP, LOOK, “ONE WAY”, 

DANGER, YEILD, or any similar word, phrase or symbol or light so as to interfere with or 

confuse pedestrian or vehicular traffic; 

1.01.07.K. Signs displaying an obscene, indecent or immoral matter. 

1.01.07.L. Signs on benches. 

1.01.07.M. Signs on trees. 

1.01.07.N. Signs on utility poles, other than signs installed by the City of Blue Island or 

other government agency or utility provider pursuant to Sec. Error! Reference source not 

found.. 

1.01.07.O. Portable signs, including mobile advertising signs and signs attached to trailers 

or that are equipped for towing, and any commercial vehicle that displays business 

identification or any advertising that is viewable from the public right-of-way and that is not 

regularly used in the course of everyday business.  

1.01.07.P. Signs in the public right-of-way, unless otherwise provided by Sec. 1.01.06.F or 

elsewhere in this code. 

1.01.07.Q. List Not Exclusive  
The list of prohibited sign types set out in this section is illustrative only.  Any sign that is 

not exempt from this article under Section 1.01.06 and not established as a lawful 

nonconforming sign in accordance with Sec.  1.01.24 or not expressly allowed under another 

section of this ordinance is a prohibited sign. 

 Determination of Visibility  1.01.08.
In determining visibility of a sign from a residential property, it will be assumed that a two-

story residence will occupy the property with second-story windows facing toward the sign.   

  Measurement, Construction and Design Standards 1.01.09.

1.01.09.A. Computation of Sign Area 
For signs on a background, the entire area of the background will be calculated for sign area, 

including any material or color forming the sign face or background used to differentiate the 
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sign from the structure against which it is placed. Sign area does not include any supporting 

framework or bracing, unless such framework or bracing is part of the message or sign face. 

1. Figure 1.01.09.A.1  Computation of Sign Area  
 

 

2. Figure 1.01.09.A.2 Computation of Sign Area, Non-Rectangle 
 

 

3. Computation of Sign Area, Individual Lettering  
For wall signs consisting of individually attached letters or logos, the area 

of a sign face (“sign area”) is calculated by means of the smallest square, 

circle, rectangle or triangle, or combination thereof that will encompass the 

extreme limits of the writing, representation, emblem or other display. 

Sign area does not include any supporting framework or bracing, unless 

such framework or bracing is part of the message or sign face.  

 

For awning or canopy signs, the sign area is calculated in the same manner 

as for wall signs consisting of individual letters and logos.  

4. Figure 1.01.09.A.3  Computation of Sign Area, Individual Lettering 
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5. Measurement of Area of Multi-faced Signs  
Where the sign faces of a double-faced sign are parallel and the distance 

between the faces is 3 feet or less, only one display face will be measured 

in computing sign area.  If the two faces of a double-faced sign are of 

unequal area, the area of the sign will be the area of the larger sign.  In all 

other cases, the areas of all faces of a multi-faced sign will be added 

together to compute the area of the sign.   

6. Sign Height and Clearance Measurements 
The height of a sign will be computed as the distance from the highest 

point of the sign structure to the elevation of the centerline of the adjacent 

public street or highway.   The required clearance of a pole or projecting 

sign will be computed as the distance from the lowest point of the sign 

structure to the established grade on which the sign rests or is directly 

below the sign.  

7. Figure 1.01.08.A.5: Sign Height and Clearance Measurements 
 

 

1.01.09.B. Design Loads (Wind, Direct and Snow)  
Any sign, other advertising structure, marquee, canopy or awning as defined in this chapter 

must be designed and constructed to withstand a wind pressure of not less than 30 pounds 

per square foot of net surface area, snow loads as required by the City Code, and ASCE/SEI 

minimum design loads for buildings and other structures as required in the building code 

and/or other ordinances of the City of Blue Island.  
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1.01.09.C. Location 
On a corner lot, no freestanding sign over 2 feet tall may be placed within the clear sight 

area, as defined.  

1.01.09.D. Illumination 

1. Any sign illumination, including gooseneck or reflectors and internally 

illuminated signs, and all electronic signs must be designed, located, 

shielded and directed to 

prevent the casting of glare 

or direct light upon 

roadways and surrounding 

properties, or the 

distraction of motor vehicle 

operators or pedestrians in 

the public right-of-way. In 

the case of internally 

illuminated signs, the sign 

face must function as a 

filter for any illumination.  

2. The use of neon lighting as an accent is permitted for projecting, window 

and wall signs in the U-TOD and Commercial  Sign Overlay Districts, 

subject to the following: 

(a) Neon lighting shall only be used as an accent material on projecting 

and wall signs, such as for letters, logos and/or sign details.  

(b) Neon lighting on projecting and wall signs shall not be illuminated 

during the daylight hours. When lit, neon lighting must be 

continuously illuminated. Flashing neon is prohibited.  

(c) Neon lighting on projecting and wall signs shall not be combined 

with any reflective materials (e.g., mirrors, polished metal, highly-

glazed tiles, or other similar materials) that would cause glare and 

increase the spread of light. 

3. Neon, rope lighting, light bands, luminous tubes, LED lighting or similar 

to outline sign, buildings or building elements, such as doors and 

windows, is prohibited. 

4. Any sign that uses illumination shall be turned off while the related 

business is not open to the public for regular distribution of goods or 

services. 

Reflector lighting 
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5. No sign illumination shall exceed 1 footcandle of illumination at the 

property line, except indirect lighting where permitted in accordance with 

this section.  

1.01.09.E. Landscaping 
All ground signs must be landscaped at the base of the sign in accordance with the 

following:  

1. Landscaping must extend a minimum of 1 square foot for every 1 square 

foot of sign area. All landscaping must be maintained in good condition, 

and free and clear of rubbish and weeds. Landscaping around the base of 

a sign is included in the total amount of landscaping required on a site, if 

applicable.  

2. Ground signs (monument or pole) must be landscaped with small shrubs 

a minimum of 18 inches in height at planting. The remainder of the 

landscaped area must be planted with a mix of perennials, ornamental 

grasses, shrubs, groundcover and organic mulch. 

1.01.09.F. Items of Information 

1. All signs must limit the number of 

items of information on any single 

sign face to no more than 6 items to 

prevent traffic hazards for passing 

motorists and to minimize the 

cluttered appearance of signs.  

2. Each piece of information on a sign 

shall be defined as an item of 

information. For example, each of 

the following would be defined as 

1 item of information: a telephone number, the name of the business, even 

if multiple words, or the business logo.  If the sign advertises products or 

services, each product or service would be 1 item of information.  The 

street number address of the business is not counted as an item of 

information.  

3. In the case of an electronic sign, the electronic portion of the sign counts as 

1 item of information.  Changeable copy signs, where the items of 

information are changed manually, are also counted as 1 item of 

information. 

4. All signs on a zoning lot must be related to goods and/or services sold or 

offered on the premises, with the exception of non-commercial or political 

signs. 

Illustration of number of items of information 
for 1.01.09.G.2 
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5. Ground signs for multi-tenant commercial buildings used to advertise 

which tenants are located within the development, are limited to 1 item of 

information per tenant within the development, in addition to the name 

and address of the development. 

6. Directory signs and hospital signs are exempt from the items of 

information limitation. 

1.01.09.G. Design Criteria 
The purpose of these design criteria is to establish a checklist of those items relative to signs 

that affect the physical aspect of Blue Island’s environment. Pertinent to signs is the design 

of the sign, its scale and relationship to buildings and structures, plantings, street furniture 

and miscellaneous other objects. 

 

The following criteria are not intended to restrict imagination, innovation or variety, but 

rather to assist in focusing on design principles that can result in creative solutions that will 

develop a satisfactory visual appearance within the City, preserve property values and 

promote the public health, safety and welfare. 

1. Every sign shall have good scale and proportion in its design and in its 

visual relationship to buildings and surroundings.  

2. Sign materials, size, color, lettering, location and arrangement shall be an 

integral part of site and building design.  

3. The colors, materials and lighting of every sign shall be restrained and 

harmonious. 

4. The number of graphic elements on a sign shall be held to the minimum 

needed to convey the sign's major message, and shall be composed in 

proportion to the area of the sign face. Text should be kept to a minimum. 

5. Lighting for signs shall be in harmony with the signs' and the project's 

design. If external lighting is used, it should be arranged so the light 

source is shielded from view. 

6. Sign supports and braces shall whenever possible be an integral part of the 

sign design. Necessary supports or braces shall whenever possible be 

hidden from public view. 

 Establishment of Sign Overlay Districts 1.01.10.

1.01.10.A. The following Sign Overlay Districts are established, and are mapped in 

section 1.01.11.C: 

1. Residential Sign Overlay District: The purpose of the Residential Sign 

Overlay District is to ensure proper regulation of signs common to 
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residential areas for both limited non-residential uses that need to identify 

their location and services, and the variety of temporary and non-

commercial signs residents may require, provided in a manner that is not 

contrary to the established predominant residential character of the 

district. 

2. Commercial Sign Overlay District: The purpose of the Commercial Sign 

Overlay District is to ensure that signs within these areas are able to 

balance the needs of commercial users located adjacent to or within 

residential neighborhoods to identify their premises and the goods and/or 

services sold on the premises without negative impact to the character of 

the surrounding residential neighborhoods. 

3. Uptown-Transit Oriented Development Sign Overlay District: The 

purpose of the Uptown Transit Oriented Development (U-TOD) Sign 

Overlay District is to ensure that signs within the “Uptown” central 

business district, Vermont Street Station area and Olde Western Historic 

District are compatible in character and image and provide businesses 

with a number of alternatives for identifying their premises and the goods 

and/or services sold on the premises to pedestrian and automotive 

patrons. 

4. Industrial Sign Overlay District: The purpose of the Industrial Sign 

Overlay District is to ensure that signs provide an effective means of 

identifying their premises and the goods and/or services sold on the 

premises, as well as presenting a positive and coordinated appearance 

along the roadway. Signs within the industrial areas are to be primarily 

oriented toward the automobile. 

1.01.10.B. Hospital Use 
A hospital that falls within any of the Sign Overlay Districts established is subject to the 

regulations for a hospital, as defined in this Code, provided under Section 1.01.14.H. 

1.01.10.C. Sign Overlay District Location 
The Sign Overlay Districts are shown in Figure 1.01.11.C-1 
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 1.01.11.
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Signs Allowed without a Sign Permit 
The following signs are allowed in in all Blue Island sign overlay districts without a permit, 

subject to the requirements of this section and provided they are not directly illuminated, cause 

glare, or cast light onto adjacent property.  Such signs are not counted toward the applicable 

limits on the number or area of signs allowed on a site.  

1.01.11.A. Address and nameplate signs on all buildings, not exceeding 4 square feet in 

area. 

1.01.11.B. Directional signs, of up to 6 per zoning lot or business, with none exceeding 6 

square feet in area.  Commercial messages on each directional signs may comprise no more 

than 50% of the sign area. 

1.01.11.C. Multi-tenant developments are permitted one directory sign per building 

entrance that is open to the general public. Directory signs may not exceed 16 square feet in 

area and, if a ground sign, may not exceed 6 feet in height. 

1.01.11.D. Temporary signs, provided they are limited to 1 per lot or street frontage and 

removed upon completion of the activity identified on the sign: 

1. Identifying the location of garage or yard sale, not exceeding 6 square feet 

in area. 

2. Advertising property for sale, lease or rent, including open-house 

directional signs, not exceeding 6 square feet in area in residential zoning 

districts or 32 square feet area in nonresidential districts. 

3. Contractor, developer, or construction-project identification signs, not 

exceeding 32 square feet in area, , provided the sign is not larger than 12 

square feet and such signs are removed promptly upon completion of the 

work. 

4. Artisan and trade signs of painters, tradespeople and other artisans may 

be erected and maintained during the period such persons are performing 

work, provided the sign is not larger than 12 square feet and such signs 

are removed promptly upon completion of the work. 

5. Political signs located on private property, limited to a maximum of 20 

square feet in area. 

6. Temporary signs protecting private property or identifying property 

hazards. 

7. Seasonal signs and holiday decorations erected for periods of time not 

exceeding the customary duration of general celebration. 
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8. Incidental signs, including but not limited to signs identifying a private 

driveway, “No Trespassing,” “Beware of Dog,” for example, are permitted 

provided that the size of any such sign is no larger than two square feet 

9. Signs located on private property but not visible from any public right-of-

way or public lands. 

10. Signs no larger than 4 square feet not requiring a building permit or 

electrical permit and signs not legible from a distance of more than 3 feet 

beyond the property line of the development site or parcel on which the 

sign is located, except as otherwise regulated in this ordinance. 

 Signs in Residential Districts 1.01.12.
In addition to the requirements of this section, signs that are accessory to residential uses are 

subject to the regulations of Sec. 1.01.06, which allows real estate (for sale/for rent) signs, home 

occupation signs and other signs typically associated with residential uses.  Illumination of 

signs on residential lots in residential districts, by any means, exterior or internal is prohibited.  

All ground signs in residential districts must be set back at least 12 feet from any street right-of-

way. Monument signs in residential areas should be decorative and blend in with the 

surrounding neighborhood, constructed of brick or masonry materials or of materials used on 

the exterior of the principal use on the lot.  

 Specific Nonresidential Uses 1.01.13.
Nonresidential uses that are permitted by right in residential zoning districts are allowed one 

monument sign per street frontage. Monument signs must not exceed 32 feet in area and 6 feet 

in height. All monument signs must be set back at least 6 feet from any street right-of-way.   

Pole signs are not allowed for nonresidential uses in residential districts. 

1.01.13.A. Schools and Places of Worship  
Signs at schools and places of worship may be erected and maintained in a residential 

district provided: 

1. Monument signs and wall signs are permitted. 

2. No more than one sign is permitted on such a site, except for properties 

located on a corner lot, in which case two such signs may be erected, one 

on each frontage. 

3. Pole signs are prohibited.  

4. The permitted sign area for each sign allowed is 24 square feet. 

5. Up to 33 percent of the permitted sign area of an institutional sign may be 

used for a manual changeable copy area or an electronic message board.    

6. The permitted sign area for wall signs that are made of individually pin-

mounted letters is 32 square feet. 
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1.01.13.B. Signs Accessory to Parking Areas 
Signage for parking areas for multi-family developments and nonresidential uses may be 

erected and maintained in a residential district provided:   

(a) Signs designating entrances and exits must be no larger than 4 

square feet in size. 

(b) One additional sign of up to 9 square feet in area may be used to 

identify the parking area or designate the terms of use.  

1.01.13.C. Development Signs 
A sign announcing the sale or development of the premises upon which they are erected, 

when erected in connection with the development of the premises by a builder, contractor, 

developer, or other persons interested in such sale or development, may be erected and 

maintained, provided: 

1. Such a sign is no larger than 32 square feet. 

2. No more than one such sign is placed on a property, provided that on a 

corner lot, two such signs may be erected, one on each frontage. 

3. Any such sign must be removed by the developer within 30 days of the 

final sale of property. 

1.01.13.D. Neighborhood or Subdivision Identification Signs 
Neighborhood and subdivision identification signs must be monument signs and must not 

exceed 6 feet in height and 32 square feet in sign area. 

1.01.13.E. Signs for Nonresidential Uses Allowed by Special Use Permit  
Signs for nonresidential uses in residential districts that require special use approval must be 

established during the special use review and approval process. A master sign plan must be 

reviewed and approved as part of the special use approval process.  

 Signs in Commercial Districts 1.01.14.

1.01.14.A. Permitted Sign Types 
The following types of signs are permitted in the Commercial Sign Overlay District subject 

to the requirements of this chapter:  

1. Wall signs, including individually mounted channel letter signs. 

2. Awnings and canopy signs. 

3. Window signs. 

4. Projecting signs, including hanging and blade signs. 

5. Monument and Pole Ground signs. 
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6. Temporary signs including sidewalk signs, banners and attention-getting 

devices pursuant to Section 1.01.18.D 

1.01.14.B. Wall Signs 

1. The maximum size of a wall sign in the Commercial Sign Overlay District 

is 1 square foot per lineal foot of zoning lot frontage to a maximum of 40 

square feet in area.  

2. On a corner lot, the maximum size of a wall sign located on each building 

wall is 1 square foot per linear foot of zoning lot frontage as measured 

along the front or corner side lot line of that building wall. The size of a 

wall sign on each side of the building is limited to the square footage 

calculated on that side only.  In no case can the square footage permitted 

for the building wall located along the front lot line and the square footage 

permitted for the building will located along the corner side lot line be 

combined to create a larger sign on a wall other than that permitted on 

each individual wall. 

3. Wall signs must be safely and securely attached to the building wall. Wall 

signs must be affixed flat against the building wall and must not project 

more than 12 inches from the building wall. No aesthetic sign elements 

may be affixed or painted directly on a building’s exterior façade. All signs 

must be mounted in such a way that they may be removed with minimal 

impact on the building’s exterior wall. 

4. Wall signs must be located on the sign band of the building immediately 

above the first floor window and below the second floor window sills in 

the case of a two-story building. No wall sign is permitted to rise above 

the second story sill line. On one-story buildings, the top of the sign must 

be no more than 5 feet above the top of the main display window on the 

first floor. 

5. No wall sign affixed to a building, including sign support structure, may 

project beyond the ends or top of the wall to which it is attached. On 

existing buildings, a parapet wall must not be constructed for the sole 

purpose of increasing the allowable height of a wall sign. 

6. For new buildings, when a sign is to be mounted on a parapet wall, that 

parapet wall must be consistent with the architectural design of the 

building, including building materials. Wall signs may not be attached to 

un-reinforced masonry parapets. Wall signs must not cover windows, 

doors or architectural elements. 

7. Individually lettered, pin-mounted wall signs may consist of channel, H-

channel, reverse channel, cast metal and flat cut metal letters mounted 
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above the storefront in the masonry sign band or suspended in front of the 

storefront at the transom or recessed entry. The size of the lettering is 

restricted so that the height of the letters does not exceed 80% of height of 

the sign band or 18 inches, whichever is less. The length of the lettering is 

to be contained within 80% of the length of the sign band. 

8. Gooseneck or reflector lighting fixtures are permitted on all wall signs 

provided the reflectors must concentrate the illumination upon the area of 

the sign face only. 

9. Within a multi-tenant commercial development, all wall signs must be 

located at a generally uniform height on the building wall. 

1.01.14.C. Awnings or Canopy Signs 

1. Non-illuminated awning signs or canopy signs may be substituted for 

allowed wall signs, provided that the total combined sign area of all wall 

signs and awning or canopy signs does not exceed 32 square feet.  

2. Where an awning sign is used as the primary sign on the premises, the 

maximum sign area permitted on an awning sign is equal to 1.25 square 

feet per one foot of awning length or 25% of the awning area, whichever is 

less. The total combined length all elements of the sign copy area may not 

exceed 75% of the awning or canopy length.  

3. In calculating the length and area of an awning or canopy only the single 

longest plane of the awning or canopy may be counted. This generally 

means that the valance and sides (ends) of the awning or canopy will not 

be counted for purposes of measuring length or area. 

1.01.14.D. Window Signs 

1. Window signs affixed to the interior of a ground floor exterior window are 

permitted. Regulations for temporary window signs are located in Section 

1.01.18.B. 

2.  Not more than 40% of a window area may be covered. 

3. Permanent window signs for businesses that are not located on the ground 

floor are permitted only for businesses located within the room situated 

behind the window on which such signs are located.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

1.01.14.E. Projecting Signs (includes Hanging and Blade) 

1. One projecting sign is permitted per ground floor establishment with 

frontage on a public street. For a multi-tenant building, one additional 
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projecting sign is permitted. The maximum sign area of a projecting sign is 

24 square feet. 

2. The outer edge of a projecting sign must be set back a minimum of 1 foot 

from curb line of any street or alley.  

3. A projecting sign must be pinned away from the wall at least 6 inches and 

must not extend more than 6½ feet from the face of the building to which 

it is attached, including the area between the sign and the face of the 

building. 

4. The top of a projecting sign may be no higher than 20 feet above the 

sidewalk or thoroughfare.  No projecting sign affixed to a building may 

project higher than the building height, including the sign support 

structure. 

5. Projecting signs must have a minimum vertical clearance of 8 feet, as 

measured by a line extending straight down from the bottom of the sign to 

the ground immediately below the sign. 

6. No projecting or hanging sign is permitted to be attached to a roof. 

1.01.14.F. Ground Signs  
One monument sign or pole sign is allowed per zoning lot, pursuant to the requirements of 

this chapter except as otherwise provided in this ordinance.   

1. In the Commercial overly district the maximum allowable sign area of a 

monument sign is 48 square feet and the maximum sign area of a pole sign 

is 36 square feet.  The maximum height of such a sign is 10 feet. 

2. Ground signs associated with multi-tenant office or commercial 

developments must devote at least 40% of the total sign area to the name 

and address of the development. No more than 4 tenant panels are 

permitted per sign face. Tenant panels may be used for the display of 

leasing information pertaining to the development. 

3. In addition to a ground sign, drive-through establishments are allowed 1 

menu board sign with a maximum area of 32 square feet, maximum height 

of 6 feet.   

4. Poles or pylons used to support pole signs must be constructed of a 

material or covered or concealed by a decorative cover. The cover must be 

that architecturally compatible with the overall design of the sign and the 

architectural character of buildings on the site, in terms of style, colors, 

and materials. 

5. All ground signs must be landscaped in accordance with Section 1.01.09.F. 
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1.01.14.G. Electronic Message Boards 
Electronic message boards may be allowed as a Special Use in the Commercial Sign Overlay 

District under the following conditions. A master sign plan must be reviewed and approved 

as part of the special use approval process. 

1. A maximum of 1 electronic message board sign is permitted per zoning 

lot. An electronic message board must not exceed 35% of the total 

permitted sign area for the lot.  Electronic message boards are allowed 

only on single-user lots. A minimum 300 feet of lot frontage is required. A 

minimum of 500 feet is required between electronic message board signs.  

2. All illumination must be consistent in color.  The message must not flash, 

scroll or scintillate. Illumination representing movement is prohibited.  

Each message must be displayed for a minimum of 5 seconds.  

3. The owner of an electronic message board that was granted permit 

approval prior to the adoption of this ordinance will be permitted to repair 

the sign provided the repaired sign does not exceed the size, number, and 

operation requirements of this section.   

1.01.14.H. Signs for Hospital Use 
Signs for a hospital use as shall comply with the above regulations for the Commercial 

overlay district and this Code, except as follows: 

1. Directional Signs (Permanent) 

(a) Such signs may designate hospital entrances, parking, walkways, 

emergency room locations, and other hospital-related facilities, as 

well as entrances or exits, by means of symbols or words. There is 

no limitation on the items of information.  

(b) Each driveway access from a public street is permitted 1 directional 

sign.  

(c) Each intersection of drives within a site is permitted 1 sign to 

identify traffic routing, entrances and services, such as drive-in 

lanes. Additional directional signs may be permitted subject to 

Zoning Administrator approval. 

(d) Directional signs shall be located entirely on the property to which 

they pertain. Directional signs shall not project beyond the property 

line. 

(e) Directional signs may have a maximum height of 12 feet and a 

maximum surface area of 50 square feet. 

(f) Directional signs may be illuminated. 
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 Signs in the Uptown-Transit Oriented Development (U-TOD) District 1.01.15.
Any sign located the Uptown-TOD zoning district are regulated by the Sign Standards and 

other applicable sections of Article 4.06 with the following additional standards.  

1.01.15.A. Monument Ground Signs 

1. One monument-type ground sign may be permitted on both sides of 

Western Avenue between Burr Oak Avenue (127th Street) on the north 

and Union Street on the south for the purpose of providing a transition 

between the types and appearance of signs in the U-TOD Sign Overlay 

District and the Commercial Sign Overlay District. 

2. Monument signs must not exceed 32 square feet in sign area or 8 feet in 

sign height.   

3. Pole signs are not permitted in the U-TOD Sign Overlay District. 

1.01.15.B. Roof Signs 

1. Roof signs may be allowed in the U-TOD Sign Overlay District subject to 

the Measurement, Construction and Design Standards of this ordinance 

and the issuance of a Special Use Permit in accordance with the provision 

of the Blue Island Zoning Ordinance. A master sign plan must be 

reviewed and approved as part of the special use approval process. 

 Signs in Industrial Districts 1.01.16.
Any sign located the Industrial Sign Overlay District that is placed within 100 feet of a 

residential zoning district and is visible from that residential zoning district is subject to the 

Commercial Sign Overlay District regulations of Section 1.01.14.  Other signs in the Industrial 

overlay district are subject to the following standards: 

1.01.16.A. Wall Signs 
In the Industrial Sign Overlay District, one wall sign is permitted per zoning lot frontage. 

The maximum size of such wall sign is 50 square feet, plus 1 square foot for each foot of 

building wall frontage in excess of 50 feet.  

1.01.16.B. Ground Signs  
In the Industrial Sign Overlay District, one monument or pole ground sign is permitted per 

zoning lot.  The maximum sign area of such sign is 50 square feet, plus 1 square foot for each 

2 feet of street frontage in excess of 100 feet to a maximum of 72 square feet. The maximum 

height of such a sign is 15 feet.   

1.01.16.C. Projecting Signs 
In the Industrial overlay districts, a projecting sign may be used in lieu of a ground sign.   
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1. The maximum sign area of a projecting sign is 16 square feet plus 1 square 

foot for each 3 feet of building frontage in excess of 50 feet, to a maximum 

of 32 square feet of sign area. 

2. The outer edge of a projecting sign must be set back a minimum of 2 feet 

from curb line of any street or alley.  

3. A projecting sign must be pinned away from the wall at least 6 inches and 

must not extend more than 6½ feet from the face of the building to which 

it is attached, including the area between the sign and the face of the 

building. 

4. The top of a projecting sign may be no higher than 20 feet above the 

sidewalk or thoroughfare.  No projecting sign affixed to a building may 

project higher than the building height, including the sign support 

structure. 

5. Projecting signs must have a minimum vertical clearance of 8 feet, as 

measured by a line extending straight down from the bottom of the sign to 

the ground immediately below the sign. 

6. No projecting or hanging sign is permitted to be attached to a roof. 

 Billboards (Advertising Signs, Off-Premise Signs)  1.01.17.
Billboards (also known as outdoor advertising signs or off-premise signs) which advertise 

products, commercial, or public service activities, not related to the occupancy and use of the 

premises, may be permitted as a Special Use in the Industrial Sign Overlay District and must 

conform to the requirements of this section.  (Billboards are limited to Industrial zones by Ord. 

2329, adopted 4/13/76.)    

Billboards are not permitted in any Residential, Commercial or U-TOD Sign Overlay District.  

Existing non-conforming billboards shall not be converted to LED, electronic, or other similar 

displays.  Billboards in the Industrial Sign Overlay District changing their display or 

construction must conform to the requirements of this sign ordinance. 

1.01.17.A. Relationship to Other Laws 

1. If a billboard site is adjacent to a Federal-Aid Primary or Interstate 

Highway, a copy of a valid Illinois Department of Transportation sign 

permit must accompany the city permit application. 

2. Whenever an applicant for a permit does not own the proposed site, a 

fully executed site lease or other proof of consent to erect and maintain a 

billboard on the site must accompany the special use permit application. 
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1.01.17.B. Height and Clearance 
Billboards must be freestanding. The maximum height of a billboard is 50 feet with a 

minimum vertical clearance of eight feet from ground at the base of the sign structure to the 

bottom of the sign board perimeter or casing.  

1.01.17.C. Number 
Where a sign or billboard has two or more faces, the area of all faces in total must be 

included in determining the area of the sign, except that as follows:   

1. Where two such faces are placed parallel back to back and are at no point 

more than two feet from one another, the area of the sign will be measured 

as the area of one face if the two faces are of equal area, or as the area of 

the larger face if the two faces are of unequal area.  

2. Where two such faces are placed together creating a V shape with an angle 

no greater than 25 degrees, the area of the sign will be measured as the 

area of one face if the two faces are of equal area or as the area of the larger 

face if the two faces are of unequal area. Where two such faces are placed 

together creating a V shape with an angle greater than 25 degrees, the area 

of the sign will be measured as the total area of the two sign faces.  

1.01.17.D. Area and Dimensions 
The maximum permitted sign area of a billboard is determined by the type of road from 

which the owner or lessee intends it to be viewed and readable.  The maximum permitted 

sign area for billboards adjacent to roadways in Blue Island is as follows: 

1. Interstate 57: Maximum area is 672 square feet  

2. Federal Aid Primary Highways:  Maximum area is 378 square feet  

3. Federal Aid Secondary, County Highways, and all other highways, roads 

and local streets:  Maximum area is 200 square feet  

1.01.17.E. Illumination of Billboards 
The light from any illuminated billboard must be directed or shielded in a manner that 

minimizes to the maximum extent possible light trespass onto adjoining residential districts.  

1. Top- or bottom-mounted light fixtures are allowed on billboards provided 

at least 90% of the illumination is of the sign face.    

2. The source of illumination must not be directly visible from any right-of-

way or adjoining property.  

3. Billboards are prohibited from having any flashing lights or animation in 

adherence to Federal Highway standards. 
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1.01.17.F. Spacing and Placement of Billboards 

1. Billboards must not be erected within 500 feet of any existing billboard on 

either side of the highway, roadway, or street.  Spacing of billboards will 

be measured by the  minimum distance between outdoor advertising 

billboard structures measured along the nearest edge of the pavement 

between points directly opposite the billboards along each side of the 

highway and will apply to outdoor advertising billboard structures 

located on both sides of the highway involved. 

2. Billboards must be located a minimum of 200 feet from residential 

districts.  

3. All billboards must be located a minimum of 200 feet from any public park 

or outdoor recreation area. 

4. All billboards must be located at least 20 feet from any property line. 

 Temporary Signs 1.01.18.

1.01.18.A. Sidewalk Signs  
Freestanding, A-Frame or sandwich board signs are allowed in the public way in 

Commercial and U-TOD districts pursuant to the applicable Measurement, Construction 

and Design Standards of Section 1.01.09 and this section: 

1. Limited to 6 square feet in area and 4 feet in height.  

2. On display during business hours only. Signs must be stored indoors at all 

other times.  

3. Kept inside and out of use when high winds or heavy snow conditions 

exist.  

4. Limited to one such sign per business and separated by at least 20 feet 

from any other sign of the same type. 

5. Placed within 15 feet of the primary entrance of the business, and must not 

interfere with pedestrian traffic or violate standards of accessibility as 

required by the ADA or other accessibility codes.  

6. Placed so as to maintain a 5 foot sidewalk clearance at all times.  

1.01.18.B. Temporary Window Signs  
Window signs which are, in the opinion of the Zoning Administrator, substantially tattered, 

discolored, frayed, ripped, or otherwise in a state of visible disrepair are prohibited and 

must be removed. 
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1.01.18.C. Temporary Banner Signs  
The following regulations shall apply to Banner Signs that are displayed in the Commercial, 

U-TOD or Industrial Sign Overlay Districts, limit to 1 per lot or street frontage:

1. A permit is required for all banners in nonresidential zoning districts and 
must be obtained prior to locating, erecting, or displaying any.

2. Banner signs may only be displayed for a period of time not to exceed 30 
consecutive days.

3. Banner signs may only be displayed by a commercial establishment or 
business entity on 4 occasions in any single calendar year. The display 
shall be for a period not to exceed 30 days.

4. A minimum 30 day period of time between separate displays of a banner 
sign or signs by any commercial establishment or business entity shall 
apply.

5. Displays of banner signs shall only be permitted for the purpose of 
advertising grand openings by new businesses or sales of commodities or 
services by existing businesses.

6. Banner signs may not be displayed as replacements for permanent signs.

1.01.18.D. Attention-Getting Devices 
Attention-getting devices are permitted in nonresidential sign overlay districts and must 

comply with the following standards: 

1. A permit is required for all attention-getting devices in nonresidential

zoning districts and must be obtained prior to locating, erecting, or

displaying any.

2. Each bona fide tenant of a site may install one attention-getting device on

site for a maximum of 15 consecutive days one time per calendar quarter.

If a unit’s tenant changes, the new tenant may also install one attention-

getting device for a maximum of 15 days, one time per calendar quarter. A

temporary sign permit is required for each 15-day period, and each 15-day

period must not be consecutive to each other.

 Sign Permits 1.01.19.

1.01.19.A. Applicability 
No sign, except those identified as exempt or as allowed without a permit (but still subject to 

the provisions of this ordinance), is allowed to be erected, constructed, altered or relocated 

without first obtaining a sign permit. 
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1.01.19.B. Authority and Execution 
The Zoning Administrator is responsible for determining compliance with this ordinance, 

and the Building & Zoning Department is responsible for issuing a sign permit. 

1.01.19.C. Permit Issuance 

1. Upon the filing of an application with the Building & Zoning Department 

for a sign permit to erect, alter or relocate a sign, the Building 

Commissioner or his/her designee will determine whether the application 

is complete. If necessary, the Commissioner will notify the applicant of 

any deficiencies, and will not process the application until the deficiencies 

are remedied. Once the application is determined to be complete, it will be 

received, logged in and forwarded to the Zoning Administrator. 

2. Upon receipt of a complete application, the Zoning Administrator will 

examine the plans and specifications, and the premises upon which the 

proposed sign is to be erected to ensure compliance with the requirements 

of the city’s Building Code and all other applicable ordinances of the city. 

The Building & Zoning Department will issue a sign permit if the structure 

complies with the requirements of this ordinance, as determined by the 

Zoning Administrator, and all other ordinances of the city. 

1.01.19.D. Approval of Electric Signs 
The application for an electrical permit for the erection of a sign in which electrical wiring 

and connections are to be used must be submitted to the Building & Zoning Department, 

who shall forward the specifications regarding all wiring and connections to the Building 

Commissioner, or his/her designee. The Building Commissioner will examine the plans and 

specifications to determine compliance with the Electrical Code of the city as a condition of 

granting the sign permit. 

1.01.19.E. Inspection 
The Building Commissioner may inspect, at such times as deemed appropriate, signs 

regulated by this ordinance. The purpose of the inspection is to ascertain whether the 

structure is secure or not secure, whether in need of repair or removal, or in conformance 

with the permit application and the provisions of this ordinance. 

1.01.19.F. Revocation of Permit 
All rights and privileges acquired under the provisions of this section are licenses revocable 

at any time by the City Council. Upon the termination or revocation of the sign permit, the 

licensee must remove the sign or other sign structure without cost or expense to the city. In 

the event of the failure, neglect or refusal on the part of the licensee to do so, the city will 

remove the sign and charge the expense to the licensee. 
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1.01.19.G. Void 
If the work authorized under a sign permit is not completed within 180 days after the date of 

issuance, the permit becomes null and void. 

 Master Sign Plan 1.01.20.
The purpose of a master sign plan is to coordinate signs on commercial developments, and 

create a plan that establishes a building or site’s overall sign design, which then provides 

direction to future tenants.  

1.01.20.A. Applicability 
For any new commercial development where multiple signs are varying types are being 

proposed, the applicant must submit a master sign plan for review and approval by the 

Zoning Administrator.  

1.01.20.B. Required Information 
A master sign plan must include, at a minimum, criteria and specifications for general 

appearance, location, lighting, and approved construction materials including:  

1. The type, number, location, materials, colors and dimensions of all signs 

proposed for the development.  

2. A description and visual illustration of the proposed signs that 

demonstrates a consistent pattern of signage planned for the development.   

3. All signs within the development must have at least three of the following 

design elements in common: 

(a) colors on the background or text; 

(b) lettering style; 

(c) size (e.g., a height or wall location common to each sign); or 

(d) building and sign materials. 

4. All sign casings, trim caps, returns and all sign supports such as poles and 

braces must be of a common color. 

 Historic Signs 1.01.21.
Blue Island has several historic signs in its commercial areas that serve as important visual 

markers which residents and visitors closely identify with an existing or former business or 

civic entity or a period of time in the city. Many such signs were erected or painted under a 

previous code and may not conform to the height, shape, type, and sign area requirements of 

this chapter nor to the nonconforming and obsolete signs provisions of this chapter. 
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1.01.21.A. Purpose  
The intent of this section is to permit historic signs to be kept in place and be maintained to 

ensure their continued display for as long as possible and to be exempt from any provisions 

of this chapter that would require that such a sign be removed or significantly altered.  

1.01.21.B. Required Characteristics of a Historic Sign 
To be eligible for classification as a historic sign in Blue Island, a sign must: 

1. Have been lawfully erected prior 

to June 28,1971, and has been 

continuously maintained in the 

same location since that date; or 

2. Is attached to or painted on a 

significant historic building or 

landmark, and has come to be 

identified with that building or 

landmark, whether or not it is 

original to it; or 

3. Is located on a site that has been 

continuously operated for the 

same business use since June 

28,1971 or earlier; or 

4. Is of a unique shape or type of 

design representative of its era; 

or 

5. Is a ghost sign; or  

6. Identifies a building or business that is associated with a family, business 

or organization that was noteworthy in the history of the Blue Island 

community. 

1.01.21.C. Procedure  

1. The owner of a property on which an historic sign is located may submit a 

request to the Building & Zoning Department to have such sign classified 

as historic for the purposes of this ordinance. The Building & Zoning 

Department will review such a request and refer it to the Historic 

Preservation Commission.  The Historic Preservation Commission will 

review the property owner’s request and make a recommendation to the 

City Council that such sign should be classified as historic and thus 

exempt from the requirements of this chapter. 

The historic Flowers by Bartle sign,  
Masonic Building 
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2. The Historic Preservation Commission may also initiate a review of a 

historic sign and make its own direct recommendation to the City Council 

that such sign should be classified as historic and thus exempt from the 

requirements of this chapter.  

 Obsolete Signs   1.01.22.
Any sign, whether existing on or erected after the effective date of this ordinance, which 

identifies a business no longer being conducted or a product no longer being sold in or from 

must be taken down and removed by the owner or agent of the building, structure or premises 

upon which such sign is found. Removal must be effected within 20 days after written notice 

from the Building & Zoning Department. If such a sign is not removed after such 20-day period, 

the Building & Zoning Department is authorized to have the sign removed. Any reasonable cost 

incident thereto will be filed as a lien against the property where the sign was located. 

 Unsafe Signs   1.01.23.
When any sign becomes insecure, in danger of falling, or otherwise unsafe, or if any sign is 

found to be unlawfully installed, erected or maintained in violation of any of the provisions of 

this ordinance or any other law enacted by the City of Blue Island, the owner thereof or the 

person or firm maintaining same, must, upon written notice of the Building & Zoning 

Department, forthwith in the case of immediate danger, and in any case within no more than 10 

days, make such sign conform to the provisions of this ordinance or remove it. 

 Nonconforming Signs  1.01.24.
All signs not in conformance with this section must comply with the provisions of this section. 

1.01.24.A. Any sign lawfully existing or under construction from or before the effective 

date of this ordinance that does not conform to one or more of the provisions of this section 

may be continued in operation and maintained indefinitely as a nonconforming sign, subject 

to compliance with this section. A sign shall be deemed to lawfully exist when the consent, 

license or permit to erect the sign can be proven or verified. 

1.01.24.B. As an incentive to encourage the removal of nonconforming signs, the City 

Council, after review and recommendation by the Community Development Committee, is 

expressly authorized to waive sign permit fees and special use permit application fees and 

approve special use permit requests for replacement signs. In deciding such requests, the 

Community Development Committee must consider whether the public benefit derived 

from removal and replacement will be generally proportionate to the fee waiver and/or 

deviation requested. The Community Development Committee is also authorized to 

approve minor exception requests for replacement signs if the Committee determines that 

the public benefit derived from removal and replacement will be generally proportionate to 

the exception requested. 

1.01.24.C. Routine maintenance of nonconforming signs is allowed, including changing of 

copy, necessary non-structural repairs, and incidental alterations that do not expand, extend 

or enlarge the nonconforming features of the sign. However, no structural alteration, 
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enlargement, or expansion may be made to a nonconforming sign unless the alteration, 

enlargement, or expansion will result in the elimination of the nonconforming features of the 

sign. 

1.01.24.D. A nonconforming sign and its associated sign structure must be removed or 

modified to comply with these regulations if the sign or sign structure is demolished or 

destroyed to an extent exceeding 50% of its replacement cost. A nonconforming sign or sign 

structure subject to removal under this paragraph must be removed by the owner of the sign 

or the owner or lessee of the property. If the owner or lessee fails to remove the sign, the 

Zoning Administrator must give the owner/lessee written notice of the requirements of this 

paragraph and the sign must be removed within 30 days of such notice. 

 Sign Maintenance  1.01.25.

1.01.25.A. All signs must be adequately maintained in good appearance and repair.  

1.01.25.B. Painted signs will be considered in need of refinishing if:  

1. 20% or more of the surface is missing or shows evidence of peeling, 

checking, cracking, or blistering of the paint.  

2. 20% or more of the surface shows evidence of mildew.  

3. The colors used have faded appreciably and the surface sheen is gone.  

1.01.25.C. All sign framing and support structures must be adequately maintained to 

keep them in a state of good appearance and repair.    

1.01.25.D. Illuminated signs will be considered in need of repair if 20% or more of the 

light bulbs are not fully illuminated, or if 20% or more of the surface area of an internally 

illuminated sign is not illuminated. 

 Sign Variations  1.01.26.
The Community Development Committee shall hear and decide upon requests for variations 

from the City sign ordinance.  

1.01.26.A. Determination of Need for a Variation  
It shall be the duty of the Zoning Administrator, after an application for any sign permit, to 

determine and advise the applicant whether under the provisions of this Code, a sign 

variation is required.  

1.01.26.B. Preliminary Conference 

1. Any applicant for a sign permit that requires a variance may file a written 

request for a preliminary conference with the Community Development 

Committee. At the conference, the Community Development Committee 

shall give consideration to preliminary exterior drawings, sketches or 

photographic examples, landscape and site plans and materials on a 
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specific project, and shall provide the applicant with guidance in the 

development of a plan which would be consistent with the requirements 

and purposes of this Code.  

2. Notice of this preliminary meeting shall be provided to tenants within 250 

feet of the subject property. Notice will be by mail and shall be given no 

more than 30 days nor less than 15 days before the meeting. Such notice 

shall include the time and place of the hearing, a general description of the 

contents of the request to be heard, and the address or location of the 

property to which the request applies. 

1.01.26.C. Procedure 

1. An applicant for a sign permit that requires a variation shall apply to the 

Community Development Committee for such variation and shall submit 

all items as required in Section 3 below. Upon receipt of such application, 

the Community Development Committee shall schedule a meeting where 

the applicant shall be given an opportunity to make a presentation and all 

interested parties shall be given the opportunity to comment.  

2. Notice of public hearings on requests for variances shall be given no more 

than 30 days nor less than 15 days before the hearing by publication in a 

newspaper of general circulation in the City. Such notice shall include the 

time and place of the hearing, a general description of the contents of the 

request to be heard, and the address or location of the property to which 

the request applies. The published notice may be supplemented by such 

additional form of notice as provided by rule of the hearing body. 

3. Submittal Requirements. At the time of the public hearing, the applicant 

shall provide the Committee with the following documents depicting 

exterior design features: 

(a) Drawings which shall include plans, elevations, and site plans; 

(b) Landscaping and screening plans (when appropriate); 

(c) Renderings and specifications for signs; 

(d) A statement as to kind, color and texture of materials; 

(e) All documents shall be drawn to scale. 

4. Based upon the findings of fact in Paragraph D below, the Community 

Development Committee shall render its decision within 30 days of the 

conclusion of the hearing and shall notify the Zoning Administrator, or 

his/her designee, and the applicant of its decision. The concurring vote of a 

majority of the members of the Community Development Committee shall 
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be necessary to grant a variance. The order of the Committee shall be by 

written resolution and contain its findings of fact. 

5. Upon the granting of a variation, the exterior drawings, sketches, 

landscape and site plans, renderings and materials upon which the 

variance was granted shall be turned over to the Zoning Administrator 

whose responsibility it shall be to determine that, upon completion, there 

have been no deviations from the approval regarding sign design, 

aesthetics, or regulations contained within this Code.  

6. The Building & Zoning Department will be responsible for inspecting the 

built sign plans and built sign to ensure that it does not deviate from this 

and other City Codes related to structural, electrical, and any other 

regulations contained in this or other City Codes.  Such deviations shall 

constitute a violation of this Code, in which event the Zoning 

Administrator or Building & Zoning Department may stop work on the 

project in the same manner as for a violation of the City Code. Work may 

not be resumed until such deviations are corrected. 

7. It shall be the duty of the person to whom a variation has been granted to 

comply with the requirements and/or conditions of the variation and to 

obtain such inspections as are necessary to assure compliance. The 

Building Official shall give notice to said person of any deficiencies found 

to exist. Failure to correct any deficiencies within 10 days after receipt of 

notification of such deficiency shall constitute a violation of this Code. 

1.01.26.D. Findings of Fact 
After hearing and considering the materials presented, the Community Development 

Committee shall grant a variation if it finds that: 

1. The applicant’s plans are substantially consistent with the design criteria 

of this Code. 

2. The proposed exterior design features of the sign are suitable and 

compatible with the character of neighboring buildings and structures 

existing or under construction and with the character of the neighborhood 

and the applicable zoning district, and enhance the environment of the 

City. 

3. The exterior design features of the sign will not be detrimental to the 

harmonious and orderly growth of the City. 

4. The exterior design features of the sign will not cause a substantial 

depreciation in the property values in the neighborhood. 
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1.01.26.E. Appeal 

1. Within 15 days of receipt of a denial of a variation, the applicant and/or his 

or her representative may appeal the Committee’s decision to the City 

Council.  The City Council, within 45 days of the applicant filing his or her 

appeal, shall affirm, reverse or modify the decision of the Committee after 

due consideration of the facts contained in the record, which the 

Committee shall submit to the City Council within 10 working days of the 

filing of the appeal.  The City Council may receive comments on the 

contents of the record, orally at the meeting or in writing, not less than 10 

days prior to the meeting at which the Council will first consider the 

appeal but shall not consider any new matters that were not presented 

during the Committee hearings. 

2.  The City shall, within 7 days of its decision, advise the applicants and the 

Committee, in writing, of its final decision and shall direct the Director of 

Planning and Building to advise all affected departments of the City 

government. 

3. The failure of the City Council to affirm, modify or reverse the decision of 

the Committee within 45 days of the applicant filing his or her appeal shall 

be considered as an affirmance by the City Council of the decision of the 

Committee and a denial of the appeal, and the Committee shall so notify 

the applicant and the affected departments of the City government. 

The decision of the City Council will be the final administrative decision of 

the City. 

1.01.26.F. Validity and Extension of Time 

1. No order granting a variation shall be valid longer than 12 months from 

the date the approval was granted unless an application for building 

permit is filed within such period or the use is commenced within such 

period. 

2. The City Council may grant 1 additional extension of time not exceeding 

12 months, upon written application made within the initial 12 month 

period, without further notice or hearing.  The right to so extend said time 

shall not include the right to grant additional relief by expanding the 

scope of the variation. 

1.01.26.G. Amendments to Approved Variations 

Amendments to a variation may be obtained by application in the same manner as provided 

for an original variation. 
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 Sign Definitions 1.01.27.
For the purpose of this Code, certain words and terms are hereby defined: 

 

ALLEY:  A private or dedicated public way that affords only a secondary means of access to 

contiguous property and is less than thirty-three (33) feet in width. 

 

ANIMATED SIGN: The movement or the optical illusion of movement of any part of the sign 

structure, design, or pictorial segment, including the movement of any illumination or the 

flashing or varying of light intensity; the automatic changing of all or any part of the facing of a 

sign. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS: Any projection, relief, cornice, column, change of building 

material, window, or door opening on any building. 

 

ATTENTION-GETTING DEVICE: A device or person wearing or carrying a sign, costume, or 

similar device for the purpose of or having the effect of attracting attention, promotion or 

advertising and not otherwise prohibited by this ordinance. 

 

AWNING:  A structure of canvas, canvas-like or other materials extended over a window or 

door or over a patio, deck, etc. as a protection from the sun or rain. 

 

BALLOON SIGN:  Any sign that is any lighter-than-air or gas-filled balloon attached by means 

of a rope or tether to a definite or fixed location. A display designed to inflate or move by use of 

a fan or blower is also considered a balloon sign. Balloons used as temporary attention-getting 

devices in conjunction with another sign which are no more than eighteen (18) inches in 

diameter, are not considered balloon signs. 

 

BANNER SIGN:  Any sign printed or displayed 

upon cloth, canvas, vinyl, plastic or other flexible 

material with or without frames. 

 

BARBER POLE:  A pole painted in spiral stripes 

used as a sign by a barber shop or hairdresser for 

advertisement. 

 

BLADE SIGN: A type of projecting sign mounted 

on a building facade or storefront pole or attached 

to a surface perpendicular to the sign's surface and 

to the normal flow of traffic.  

 

BUILDING:  Any covered structure securely 

affixed to the land which is designed for the 

support, shelter, enclosure or protection of 



33 

 

persons, animals, chattels or other tangible property. 

 

BULLETIN BOARD:  A sign which accommodates manually changeable copy which displays 

information on activities and events on the premises.  

 

CANOPY:  Any structure, moveable or stationary, attached to and deriving its support from the 

side of a building or structure for the purpose of shielding a platform, stoop or sidewalk from 

the elements. 

 

CHANGEABLE COPY: A sign or portion of a sign that is devoted to and designed for 

manually or automatically changeable copy text and graphics. Changeable copy signs do not 

include time, date and/or temperature signs and electronic signs as hereinafter defined. 

 

CLEAR SIGHT AREA: A triangle with 1 

point at the intersection of the intersecting 

streets’ centerlines, and the other 2 points 

located on each street’s 100 feet away from 

the intersection of said centerlines.  

 

CODE:  This amendment to the City Code 

entitled “Sign Code.” 

 

CONSTRUCTION SIGN:  A temporary sign 

which functions to denote the architect, 

contractor or engineer, placed on a lot that is 

the construction site of such architect, 

contractor or engineer. 

 

CURB LINE:  The edge of the roadway pavement for any street or alley. 

 

DIRECTIONAL SIGN:  Any on-premises, be it a pole, monument or other type of sign, 

providing directions necessary or convenient for motorist or pedestrians coming onto premises 

including signs marking entrances and exits, parking areas, loading zones or circulation 

directions. 

 

DIRECTORY SIGN:  A sign which functions to identify the location of occupants of a building 

or group of buildings which are divided into rooms or suites used as offices or studios.  

 

ELECTRONIC SIGN:  Signs whose alphabetic, pictographic or symbolic informational content 

can be changed or altered on a fixed display screen composed of electrically illuminated 

segments. For the purposes of this Code, electronic signs within ground or wall signs are 

regulated as one (1) of the two (2) following types: 

 

Clear Sight Area 
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A.  Electronic Display Screen. A sign, or portion of a sign, that displays an electronic image 

or video, which may or may not include text. This definition includes television screens, plasma 

screens, digital screens, flat screens, LED screens, video boards and holographic displays.  

 

B.  Electronic Message Sign. Any sign, or portion of a sign, that uses changing lights to form 

a sign message or messages in text form wherein the sequence of messages and the rate of 

change is electronically programmed and can be modified by electronic processes. “Time and 

Temperature Devices” are not considered electronic message signs.  

 

EXTERIOR ILLUMINATED SIGN:  Any sign, any part of which, is illuminated from an 

exterior artificial light source mounted on the sign, another structure or the ground.  

 

FLASHING SIGN:  A sign with blinking or flashing lights, or other illuminating devices that 

change light intensity, brightness or color, traveling/chasing or blinking lights, or rotating 

beacons are prohibited. Electronic signs are not considered flashing signs; however, the 

messages or images on an electronic sign may not imitate flashing signs. 

 

FRONTAGE:  All the property on one side of a street between two (2) intersecting streets 

measured along the street line, or, if the street is a dead-end, then all the property abutting on 

one side between an intersecting street and the dead-end of the street.  

 

GHOST SIGN:  A painted wall sign that remains from an earlier 

time or advertises the use of a building that provides evidence of 

the history of the use of the building or activities of the 

community. A “Ghost Sign” is not considered an off-premise 

sign. 

 

GRADE:  For purposes of this Code, any wall approximately 

parallel to and not more than twenty (20) feet from a street line is 

to be considered as adjoining the street. 

 

A. For buildings having walls adjoining one street only, “grade” is defined as the elevation 

of the sidewalk at the midpoint of the wall adjoining the street. 

 

B. For buildings having walls adjoining more than one street,  grade” is defined as the 

average of the elevation of the sidewalk at the midpoints of all walls adjoining the streets. 

 

C. For buildings having no wall adjoining the street, “grade” is defined as the average level 

of the finished surface of the ground adjacent to the exterior walls of the building. 

 

D. Where no sidewalk exists, the grade shall be established by the City Engineer. 

 

GROUND FLOOR:  Any floor that is not more than three (3´) feet above or below grade. 

Ghost Sign 
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GROUND SIGN:  A sign that is attached to a completely self-supporting 

structure. A ground sign may be a pole or monument sign. See “Sign, 

Ground – Monument” and “Sign, Ground – Pole” below. 

 

A. Sign, Ground – Monument. Any sign, other than a pole sign, 

placed upon or supported by the ground independently of any other 

structure. Ground monument signs are typically mounted on a masonry 

base. As distinguished from a ground pole sign, the sign base of any 

monument sign must be a minimum of seventy-five percent (75%) or more 

of the width of the sign face that is to be situated upon the base. A sign 

base less than seventy-five percent (75%) of the width of the sign face is 

considered a ground pole sign.  

 

B.  Sign, Ground – Pole. A sign erected and maintained on one (1) or 

more freestanding mast(s) or pole(s) and not attached to any building, but 

not including a ground monument sign.  

 

HANDWRITTEN SIGN:  Temporary window signs composed of 

pictures, symbols or lettering on paper or other temporary material.  

Professionally painted temporary signs are not considered to be 

handwritten.  

 

HOSPTAL:  A place with a full-time staff of resident licensed physicians and registered nurses 

and with complete facilities for the general diagnosis, treatment, and care of inpatients suffering 

from illness, disease, injury, deformity or other abnormal physical or mental condition and 

offering customary out-patient services as an accessory use. 

 

IDENTIFICATION SIGN:  Any sign which functions to identify an institution, occupant, 

apartment, residence, school or church, and not advertising any product or service.  

 

INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED SIGN:  A sign illuminated by a light source, either 

incandescent, fluorescent, neon or other light that is enclosed by the sign panel or within the 

sign. 

 

ITEMS OF INFORMATION: A word, phrase, logo, abbreviation, number or numbers, symbol, 

or geometric shape.  The name of the business, even if multiple words, will be considered 1 item 

of information. 

 

LOT:  A zoning lot, except as the context herein shall indicate a lot of record. 

 

LOT OF RECORD:  A single lot which is part of a subdivision or resubdivision which has been 

recorded in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds of Cook County, Illinois. 

Monument sign 

Pole sign 
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LOT, ZONING:  A parcel of land, at least one lot line of which is a street line, which is located 

within a single block, and which is or will be used, developed or built upon as a unit. A zoning 

lot may or may not coincide with a lot of record. 

 

LOT LINE:  A boundary of a zoning lot. 

 

MENU BOARD:  A device which functions to list items for sale at a drive-thru restaurant.  

 

MOVING SIGN:  A sign or other advertising structure with moving, revolving or rotating 

parts or visible mechanical movement of any kind, including wind-activated signs. Clocks are 

not considered signs with moving parts. 

 

NONCOMMERCIAL MESSAGE:  A message that does not direct attention to a business or to 

a service or commodity for sale, and is typically of a political, religious, or ideological nature. 

 

OBSCENE SIGN:  A sign which is found to meet the 3 established criteria of obscenity: 1) 

prurient in nature; 2) completely devoid of scientific, political, educational or social value; and 

3) a violation of local community standards. 

 

OBSOLETE SIGN:  A sign which no longer correctly directs or exhorts any person, advertises a 

business, lessor, owner, product, activity conducted or available on the premises where the sign 

is displayed.  

 

OFF-PREMISES SIGN:  Any sign which directs attention to a business, service, product or 

entertainment not sold or offered or only incidentally sold or offered on the premises on which 

the sign is located.  

 

PENNANT SIGN:  Any geometric shaped cloth, fabric or other lightweight material normally 

fastened to a stringer, which is secured or tethered so as to allow movement of the sign. 

 

PERMANENT SIGN:  A sign attached to a structure or the ground which is made of materials 

intended for long-term use. 

 

POLITICAL SIGN:  A sign whose function is to draw attention to or communicate a position 

on any issue, candidate or measure in any national, state or local election.  

 

PORTABLE SIGN:  A sign which is mounted or designed to be mounted on a self-propelled or 

towed vehicle, and shall include, but not be limited to, mobile advertising signs attached to a 

trailer or other vehicle.  

 

PROJECTING SIGN:  A sign which extends out from a building face or wall so that the sign 

face is perpendicular or at an angle to the building face or wall.  
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ROOF SIGN:  Any sign located on or attached to and extending above the roof of a building. 

 

SIDEWALK SIGN:  A temporary advertising device also known as an A-frame or sandwich 

board sign, ordinarily in the shape of an “A,” or some variation thereof, located on the ground, 

not permanently attached and easily movable, and usually two-sided. 

 

SIGN:  Any visual device or representation designed or used for the purpose of communicating 

a message or identifying a product, service, person, organization, business or event, with the 

use of words or characters, visible from outside the premises on which such device is located.  

Murals are not considered to be signs.  

 

SIGN AREA:  The area of the largest single face of the sign within a perimeter which forms the 

outside shape including any frame that forms an integral part of the display, but excluding the 

necessary supports or uprights on which the sign may be 

placed. See Section 1.01.9.A for measurement of sign area.  

 

SIGN BAND: The flat, horizontal area on the facade 

usually located immediately above the storefront and 

below the second story window sill where signs were 

historically attached. A sign band may also include the 

horizontal area above a tenants’ entrance, architecturally 

designed to accommodate signage. 

 

SIGN FACE:  The visible sign proper including all 

characters and symbols, excluding essential structural 

elements which are not an integral part of the display.  

 

SIGN STRUCTURE:  Any structure or material which 

supports, has supported or is capable of supporting or helping maintain a sign in a stationary 

position, including decorative covers.  

 

STREET:  A right-of-way dedicated or used as a public thoroughfare or easement that affords 

primary means of access to contiguous property and is 33 feet or more in width. 

 

STREET LINE:  A lot line that is also the boundary line of the right of way of an existing or 

dedicated street. 

 

STRUCTURE:  Anything constructed or erected with a fixed location on the ground, or 

attached to something having a fixed location on the ground. Without limitation on the 

foregoing, a structure shall include buildings, fences, walls, billboards and signs. 
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TEMPORARY SIGN:  A display, informational sign, banner, or other device constructed of 

cloth, canvas, fabric, wood, or other temporary material, with or without a structural frame, and 

intended for a limited period of display, including decorative displays for holidays or public 

demonstrations. A sign that is intended for use for only a limited period of time and not 

intended or designed for permanent display. 

 

TEMPORARY WALL SIGN:  A temporary sign attached to a wall not intended or designed for 

permanent display. 

 

TEMPORARY WINDOW SIGN:  A temporary sign attached to or placed upon a window or 

door of a building intended for viewing from the exterior of such a building and not intended 

or designed for permanent display. 

 

TIME AND TEMPERATURE DEVICE:  A mechanism integrated into a sign that displays the 

time and/or temperature, but does not display any commercial advertising or identification. 

 

WALL SIGN:  A sign attached to, painted on or erected against the wall of a building with the 

face in a parallel plane of the building wall.  

 

WIND-BLOWN SIGN: A fluttering, spinning, windblown or inflatable device, including 

pennants, streamers and propeller discs, except as set forth in Section 1.01.18. 

 

WINDOW SIGN:  A sign printed on, affixed to, in contact with or etched on intended for 

viewing from the exterior of such a building. Any sign within 12 inches of a window or the 

glass surface of a door, and is visible from the public street. 

 Enforcement  1.01.28.
Any violation or attempted violation of this code of any condition or requirement adopted 

pursuant hereto may be restrained, corrected, or abated, as the case may be, by injunction or 

other appropriate proceedings pursuant to city codes and state law. 

1.01.28.A. Authorization to Inspect 

The Building Commissioner, Building & Zoning Department Inspectors and Code 

Enforcement Officers for the City of Blue Island are authorized to inspect all signs and to 

issue notices of violations and a summons to appear at a hearing conducted pursuant to the 

provisions of the Local Ordinance Court of the City of Blue Island. The official issuing the 

notice of violation and summons shall photograph the violation as proof thereof and 

preserve said photograph for the hearing. 

1.01.28.B. Any person, business, commercial or industrial establishment found to be in 

violation of this ordinance after a hearing conducted pursuant the Local Ordinance Court 

shall, upon such a finding, be subject to a fine of not less than $50.00 nor more than $500.00 

at the discretion of the hearing officer. Each day that a violation continues after the day 
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notice of the violation and summons have been served in accordance with the terms and 

provisions hereof shall be deemed a separate offense subject to a separate fine. 

1.01.28.C. In the event that any person, business, commercial or industrial establishment 

fails to pay any fine imposed, after a hearing and conviction for a violation of this ordinance, 

within 30 days of the date of the imposition of the fine, the business registration and license 

for the establishment shall be immediately suspended until payment is made. 

1.01.28.D. In the event the licensee of any business or commercial establishment is 

convicted of 3 or more violations of this ordinance for violations occurring within any 90 day 

period, the licensee of the establishment shall be required to appear before the Community 

Development Committee of the City Council for a hearing to show cause why the business 

registration and license should not be suspended or revoked. After such hearing the 

Community Development Committee may act to suspend or revoke the license. 

 

If the Community Development Committee finds sufficient cause to suspend or revoke the 

establishment's business registration and license, the establishment shall cease operations for 

the period specified by the Community Development Committee. 

 

If the establishment desires to appeal the decision of the Community Development 

Committee, it shall apply to the Mayor, in writing, for a hearing before the Mayor and City 

Council. The Mayor and City Council may affirm, reverse or modify the decision of the 

Community Development Committee. 

 Permit Fees  1.01.29.
The City of Blue Island shall establish a schedule of fees, charges and expenses for permits for 

any inspection, construction, alteration, repair, demolition or removal of any sign regulated by 

this Code. Fees shall be paid to the City at the time application for permit is made. The schedule 

of fees shall be posted in the office of the City Clerk and may be altered or amended from time 

to time by the Mayor and City Clerk. 
 

 

 

 


