JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING

OF THE

REGULAR MEETING, JANUARY 27, 2009

CALL TO ORDER         The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Blue Island was called to order by Mayor Donald E. Peloquin at 7:00 p.m. on January 27, 2009

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL                   Roll Call indicates the following:

Present:  14  

Ald. Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson, Hall, Elton, Vargas, Cantelo, Natalino,

Vieyra, Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg.*

               Absent:     0                

Present Also:    Pam Frasor, City Clerk, Peter Murphy, City Attorney, Andy Botte, Treasurer

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING      Moved by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Jackson the Journal Of Proceedings for the regular meeting on January 13, 2009 is Accepted as printed. Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

REPORT OF CITY OFFICIALS          

Mayor 

Motion by Ald. Ostling, second by Ald. Janko to appoint Mary Cardilyn of 2103 w. 119th Street to the Library Board.

Ayes:      14     Ald. Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson, Hall, Elton, Vargas, Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra,  Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg.

Nays:        0

Abstain:    0

               Absent:     0
There being Fourteen (14) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.
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Motion by Ald. Rita, second by Ald. Cantelo to appoint Steven Carr to the Historic Preservation Board.*

Motion by Ald. Ostling, second by Ald. Janko to appoint Mary Cardilyn of 2103 w. 119th Street to the Library Board.

Ayes:      14     Ald. Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson, Hall, Elton, Vargas, Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra,  Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg.

Nays:        0

Abstain:    0

               Absent:     0

There being Fourteen (14) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Mayor Peloquin, Chief Copp and Assistant Chief Luety took the podium for the following presentation:

Swearing in for full-time Firefighter * Dennis O*Connell.

Swearing in for part-time Firefighter * James Copp and Antonio Stefanelli.

Chief Copp stated that the Fire Department is now at full staff.

Lieutenant Tony Kunz received certifications for Hazardous Materials Awareness, Hazardous Materials Operation, Fire Service Instructor II and Fire Officer I.

Firefighter Larry Bethscheider received certifications for Firefighter III and Fire Service Vehicle Operator.

Firefighter William MacDonald received certificate for Rescue Diver.

Firefighter David Haywood Jr. received certifications for Fire Science Service Vehicle Operator, Fire Apparatus Engineer and Rescue Diver.

 Firefighter Adam Staszewski received certifications for Firefighter II, Hazardous Materials Awareness, Hazardous Materials Operator, Fire Apparatus Engineer and Rescue Diver.
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Firefighter Joseph Olson received certifications for Firefighter II, Hazardous Materials Awareness and Rescue Diver.

Firefighter Patrick Faragoi received a certificate for Rescue Diver.

James Copp received certifications for Firefighter II, Hazardous Materials Awareness and Technical Rescue Awareness.

Chief Copp invited Lieutenant Assistant Chief Luety to the podium stating how he spare- headed the Dive Rescue Operation and Training Program.

 Lieutenant Assistant Chief Luety stated how he and Matt Gruka started the dive rescue program 15 years ago for Blue Island but through out the years the dive team had dwindled down.  Last year, he and Matt created a new Dive Rescue Program with great results.

Mayor Peloquin stated how this all fits in with the whole idea for what they’re doing along the Cal Sag, with Venetian Night, the rowing competitions and so on. With our Firefights able to work along with the Coast Guard which enables the City to work on programs on the Cal Sag.

Chief Copp stated he enjoyed watching them train from the shoreline and how they worked with apparatuses under water was amazing to watch.  The Chief went on to say how every Firefighter has received some kind of State Certification and how the training will continue and thanked Lt. Tony Kunz for all the grants he’s been submitting.

Chief Copp gave recognition to Firefighter Ken Dompeling and presented him with the Medial of Gallantry for his life saving performance on June 14th at a structure fire on 125th & Fairview, saving 2 sleeping residents.

Firefighter Dompeling thanked Lt. Jim Klinker for his write up to the Chiefs and stated how it*s not about getting medals but just doing your job.

Chief Copp stated that in the last 1-1/2 since he’s been Chief, he has spent a lot of time bring the staff back up and a special thanks to Jackie Mathis for all the paper work, all the medical, all the scheduling and if it wasn’t for her we would of only had 1 new Firefighter instead of as many as we have now.
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Questions To The Mayor’s Office

Ald. Vargas asked what the status of the Triffler Building and the 119th Street property was, and if the Mayor could contact I.D.O.T. regarding a lose rail hanging off the 127th bridge on the north side of it.  There is also an issue of snow being plowed into a mountain on the west side of the fence of Great Northern Lumber and he has a feeling the owner of the apartments at Davis & Irving plowed it there.  Ald. Vargas wanted everyone to be aware that one of Blue Islands celebrity resident, Nikki Kaapke, was on the T.V. show The Bachelor and sorry to say she only lasted 3 episodes but gave Blue Island as her hometown.

The Mayor stated that they’re still in the process of demolition and that there saving every brick of the Triffler Building and in regards to 119th Street, we’re moving along at the best pace we can based on today’s economy and that his office will be contacting the owners of the Montell building and the Formal Building in regards to expediting the demolition of them. The Mayor stated his Office would contact I.D.O.T. regarding the bridge and that he would talk to Mr. Statchulak and wait for his report back before he takes any action on the snow.

Ald. Bilotto would like to recognize Tom Nagel and Robinson Engineer for the generous donation they gave to Blue Cap School and congratulate Public Works for the fine job with the snow removal under the circumstances.

Ald. Rita asked if the 127th Street Bridge’s sidewalk could be salted again.

The Mayor stated that he would look into it.

Ald. Stone received a complaint from a resident that the Railroad, Canadian Nation, at 128th & Wahl culvert floods really bad when it rains and the Mayor could contact them.

Mayor Peloquin stated that he would make the call.
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Bids

No Bids.

City Clerk

No Clerk’s Business.

City Treasurer

No Report.

City Attorney

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Vargas the headings be read and then a motion for adoption.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-049*AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 86-29 ENTITLED *AN ORDINANCE TO PROTECT THE QUALITY OF HOUSING STOCK BY REQUIRING NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO SELL OR RENT RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY, PROVIDING FOR INSPECTION THEREOF AND IMPOSING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF FOR THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND* ENACTED JUNE 10, 1986.  

Motion by Ald. Vargas, second by Ald. Janko to adopt.

On the Question:  Ald Bilotto asked what exactly was amended.

Mr. Murphy stated the fees were raised.

Ayes:      14     Ald. Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson, Hall, Elton, Vargas, Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra,  Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg.

Nays:        0

Abstain:    0

               Absent:     0

There being Fourteen (14) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-367*A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND*S APPLICATION FOR FUNDING FROM THE COOK COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH.    
Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Ostling to adopt.

Ayes:      14     Ald. Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson, Hall, Elton, Vargas, Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra,  Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg.

Nays:        0

Abstain:    0

               Absent:     0

There being Fourteen (14) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Finance Committee   Ald. Cantelo, Chairman 

PAYROLL

Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Natalino to approve Payroll for January 23, 2009   

Net Pay - $234,773.07  - Total Gross - $372,704.25.  

Ayes:      14     Ald. Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson, Hall, Elton, Vargas, Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra,  Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg.

Nays:        0

Abstain:    0

               Absent:     0

There being Fourteen (14) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.
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ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Bilotto to approve 

Accounts Payable for the period ending January 27, 2009 for the amount of $383,210.12.

Ayes:      14     Ald. Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson, Hall, Elton, Vargas, Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra,  Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg.

Nays:        0

Abstain:    0

               Absent:     0

There being Fourteen (14) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Judiciary Committee   Ald. Rita, Chairman

No Report.

Next meeting    Tuesday, February 3, 2009 at 5:00 p.m.  East Annex

Public Health & Safety Committee   Ald. Ostling, Chairman

Fire Department Report for November:

Total emergency medical response 166, patients treated 149, patients transported 132, and patients refused transport 32.

Total time in service 107 hours, total man hours in service 248, average minutes per response 39 and average call to patients contact5.29.

75-day responses, 91-night responses and grand total number of incidents 254.
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Fire Department report for December:

Total Ems responses 168, patients treated 131, patients transported 118, refused transport 46, total time in-service 103 hours, man hours in service 227, average minutes per response 37 and average call to patient contact 5.5.

99-day responses, 69-night responses and grand total of incidents 284.

Overview for 2008:

Promotions:  Mark Luety from Fire Fighter to Assistant Chief, Jim Klinker from Fire Fighter to Lieutenant, Tony Kunz from Fire Fighter to Lieutenant, full staff of Fire Fighter 21, 12 of the fulltime Fire Fighters have less then 3 years on the job.

New training Officer Lt. Tony Kunk, training classes in force - Fire Fighter II, hazardous material awareness, technical rescue awareness, fire service vehicle operator, rescue diver, instructor I & II, Fire Officer I, hazardous material tech B and fire apparatus engineer.

Equipment  - 1993 marine mercury outboard used, 2007 HME custom pumper, 2008 HME custom pumper purchase with AFG/Fema grant $26,000.00, diesel exhausts recovery system for apparatus and 5 Viking fully capsulated dive suits donated from Orland Fire Prevention District.

2008 total response summary - total Ems 2,280, total patients treated 1,980, total patients transported 1,780, patients refuse transport 538, total time in service 1.356, total man-hours 3,141.9, day responses 1,320 and night responses 960.

Police Department Report for November 2008:

2,743 call for service, 578 traffic stops made, 649 moving violations issued, 61 local ordinance tickets issued, 23,580 miles patrolled, 856 part time officers’  hours and 1078 parking tickets issued.

64 cases assigned to 5 Detectives, the Detective Division closed 45 cases in November, Police Department arrested a total of 22 juveniles, the Detective division made 20 arrests with 4 felonies, 9 misdemeanors and 7 warrant served.
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On November 14th the Blue Island Police Department & Illinois State Police conducted address verification and compliance check on 32 register sex offenders living in Blue Island. Of the 32 only 2 were filed the violations and will seek to extend their registration requirements.

Chief Hoglund attended a 1-day seminar on gun violence sponsored by Superintendent Jody Weis of the Chicago Police Department.  The Seminar looked at ways to reduce gun violence across the state.

Officer Erick Stahmer was named south Suburban Emergency Response Team 2008 SWAT Officer of the year.

Blue Island Police Department has 7 new part time Officers they graduated on 12/06/2008.

The Department graduated over 300 5h graders from the DARE program students were from St. Benedicts, Paul Revere and Whittier.

The initial eligibility list for new Patrol Officers was posted on 12/20/2008.

Task force called out on 11/08/2008, Det. Sepessy and Sgt. Haro responded to a homicide in Dolton/

Image enforcement campaign Officers issued 246 citations, 179 occupant restraint violations, 31 no vehicle insurance, 14 unlicensed drivers arrested, 1 narcotics arrest and 1 wanted fugitive arrest.

Police Department Report for December:

2308 calls for service, 467 traffic stops made, 490 moving violations issued, 47 ordinance tickets issued, 23,580 miles patrolled, 982 part time officer hours and 899 parking tickets issued.

58 cases were assigned to 5 Detectives, closed 64 cases.  The Police Department arrested 22 juveniles.  The Detective Division made 20 arrests with 4 felonies, 9 misdemeanors and 7 warrant served.

The Detective Division executed 3 search warrants.  The search warrant was for drugs and weapons.  Blue Island Police Department continues to pursue gang members and drug dealers who attempt to sell narcotics in Blue Island.
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On December 16th Sgt. Haro and Major Crimes Task Force responded to Riverdale three offenders were located and charged with 3 counts off attempted murder.

Image Enforcement Campaign 12/19/2008 thru 1/04/09.  The results 180 citations, 68 occupant restraint, 74 speeding, 20 no vehicle insurance, 8 unlicensed drivers arrested and 1 narcotic arrest.

Next meeting  -  Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.- Lower Level of the Police Department.

Mayor Peloquin commented that the 911-center had their open house and nice it is and that their equipment is all state of the art.

Municipal Services Committee -  Ald. Ruthenberg, Chairman

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Ostling to approve an Ordinance to be drafted for Handicapped Signs to be posted at 2224 w. 123rd Place and 2435 Orchard Street.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Next meeting - Tuesday, February 3, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. - East Annex.

Community Development  -  Ald. Vieyra, Chairman

No Report.

Ald. Vieyra thanked Tom Nagel and Robinson Engineer for the donation they made to Blue Cap School. 

 
Next meeting  -  Tuesday, February 3, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.- East Annex.

Recreation Committee  -  Ald. Stone, Chairman

No Report.

Next meeting -  Wednesday, February 4, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. - East Annex.
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CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL REGARDING THIS EVENING BUSINESS

Willie Scott of 11917 Longwood Drive voiced his opinion on the hiring of Firefighters.

Mayor Peloquin stated hiring goes through Civil Service and they follow State Statue Laws with testing and requirements. He went on to say you need to first apply and hiring is determined by skill not race.

Mr. Botte disagreed with Mr. Scott and stated that all the City’s Fire fighters and Police Officers were all hired for being qualified not by race.

Chief Copp stated that he had discussed this matter with Mr. Scott along with contacting the media and schools when the Fire Fighters Test is available, the public is notified and no one is denied the test.

ADJOURNMENT*Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Vargas to adjourn the meeting.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

 The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled for  February 10, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

_________________________________

Pam Frasor, City Clerk

APPROVED BY ME THIS

3rd DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2009.

_________________________________

Donald E. Peloquin, Mayor

