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JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING

OF THE

REGULAR MEETING, FEBRUARY 24, 2009

CALL TO ORDER                          The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Blue 

                                                            Island was called to order by Mayor Donald E. Peloquin at 


7:00 p.m. on February 24, 2009.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL                                    Roll Call indicates the following:

Present:   11      
Ald. Ostling, Jackson, Elton, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko. 

Absent:     3

Ald. Hall, Cantelo, Rita.






Present Also:     
Pam Frasor, City Clerk

                                                                          
Peter Murphy, City Attorney

                                                                         
Andy Botte, City Treasurer

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING      Moved by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Elton the Journal 


Of Proceedings for the regular meeting on February 10, 2009


 is accepted as printed.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

REPORT OF CITY OFFICIALS

  Mayor 

CIVIL SERVICE
The Mayor announced that Bob Manthei, who sits on the Civil Service Commission, has asked to be replaced due to his job.

APPOINTMENT
Motion by Ald. Jackson, second by Ald. Bilotto to appoint Ron Murray of 3136 W. 141st Street to replace Bob Manthei.

Ayes:      11                Ald. Ostling, Jackson, Elton, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko.





Nays:        0
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Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     3

Ald. Hall, Cantelo, Rita.







 

There being Eleven (11) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

REDEVELOPMENT
Mayor Peloquin reminded everyone that on the 25th at the East Annex is the first meeting of the beginning of the Redevelopment Plan and the second follow up meeting is on Wednesday March 4th and is open to everyone.

GINA KENNY
The Mayor introduced Gina Kenny from the Active Transportation Alliance, which was the old Chicago Land Bicycle Federation.

FOOT PRINTS PROGRAM
Ms. Kenney introduced herself and her new Footprints Program. The program is to encourage people to use more public transportation, ride bikes and walk. They have a grant to help the people in Blue Island and surrounding communities. For more information go our web site at www.activetrans.org. 

CALUMET SAG TRAIL
Mary Poulsen announced that she had just received the new brochures on the Calumet Sag Trail and has received money for the engineering for Phase I and II. The Map will be on the web site shortly and there are cards in the brochure for donations.  Blue Island also received $260,000 from Senator Durbin earmarked for trails. On June 6th there will be a dedication of the Trail starting at each end with PR opportunities meeting in the middle with some kind of event to celebrate the trail. On May 2nd the first Men’s Rowing competition will take place and sponsors are welcomed.

Questions To The Mayor’s Office

Ald. Vargas thanked the City for handling all the pressure they have gotten for the Triffler Building and that he and Ald. Elton had received an answer regarding the last home on 122nd & Vincennes from the contractor and that they will clean and have the siding up in a few weeks. Ald. Vargas stated that last Tuesday there was an incident by the Paul Revere School where we almost lost a child due to the traffic.  In the past we have tried several things for this problem but have failed.
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Motion by Ald. Vargas, second by Ald. Elton allow Maria Martinez to approach the podium and speak.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.


Maria Martinez of 2249 W. 123rd Place is the neighborhood watch captain for the past 15 years.  She is requesting to the Mayor that the street please be closed from 7:45 am to 8:30 am and again from 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm to all traffic.  This has always been a problem but on last Tuesday there was a situation where a child needed medical aid and the ambulance could not get through until 15 minutes later due to the traffic.  The Aldermen have already set up an appointment with the Principal to discuss this matter.


Mayor Peloquin stated that he would talk to the Chief, back track the 911 calls to get a time element on it and will contact Superintendant Korsak in regards to this.


Ald. Elton stated that he along with Ald. Vargas has set up a meeting with the Principal, Fire Chief and Police Chief.  Ald. Elton along with Ald. Vargas has a solution.


Mayor Peloquin stated that a letter has to be sent out to the parents and he will work with them on this

Ald. Vargas stated that the little girl was at Council this evening and thanked the Fire Department for an excellent job, but the problem is the parents and the traffic.  The Alderman suggested that between those hours the street be barricaded.

Mayor Peloquin stated he has to check into it that it might cause problems in other areas and will figure something out together.

Ald. Janko commended Chief Copp and the Fire Department on the large house fire on Cochran Street they had to battle with bad weather conditions.

Bids

VEHICLE STICKERS
Clerk Frasor proposed the annual bid for the 2009-2010 Vehicle Stickers from Color Tone for $4,132.00.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Vargas to approve.
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Ayes:      11                Ald. Ostling, Jackson, Elton, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     3

Ald. Hall, Cantelo, Rita.




There being Eleven (11) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Clerk Frasor stated for Councils information that the 2009-2010 City of Blue Island Vehicle Stickers are the Celebrating the Blue Island Park District Centennial.

City Clerk

TAG DAY

The Salvation Army is requesting permission for their annual “Donut Day Tag Day” on Friday and Saturday, June 5th & 6th and their “Red Kettle Campaign” starting Friday, November 13th to Saturday, December 26th, 2009.

Motion by Ald. Vargas, second by Ald. Elton to approve.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.


City Treasurer

No Report.

City Attorney

Motion by Ald. Ruthenberg, second by Ald. Jackson the headings be read and then a motion for adoption.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-050
AN ORDINANCE RESTRICTING PORTIONS OF CERTAIN STREETS FOR HANDICAPPED PARKING ONLY WITHIN THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND, COUNTY OF COOK, STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF. 
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Location: 2441 Prairie Street and 12753 Sacramento Avenue.


Motion by Ald. Dertz, second by Ald. Bilotto to adopt.

Ayes:      11                Ald. Ostling, Jackson, Elton, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     3

Ald. Hall, Cantelo, Rita.







 

There being Eleven (11) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-
AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING PARKING UPON A PORTION OF A CERTAIN STREET WITHIN THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND, AND PERMITTING PARKING UPON A PORTION OF A CERTAIN STREET WITH THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND, COUNTY OF COOK, STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.

On the Question:  Ald. Jackson stated that this Ordinance should be reviewed and the Municipal Service Committee should go down and look at that area, that there is no street in the City of Blue Island that the whole block has no parking.


Motion by Ald. Jackson, second by Ald. Ruthenberg to table.

On the Question:  Ald. Janko stated that Ald. Hall had brought this to their attention and that he had talked to the residents and the Committee will review this again.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS


Finance Committee – Ald. Cantelo, Chairman 

PAYROLL
Motion by Ald. Stone, second by Ald. Ostling approve Payroll for February 20, 2009 – Net Pay - $220,459.49                                                                         Total Gross - $ 348,241.80

Ayes:      11                Ald. Ostling, Jackson, Elton, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     3

Ald. Hall, Cantelo, Rita.




There being Eleven (11) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

Motion by Ald. Stone by Ald. Natalino to approve 

Accounts Payable for the period ending February 20, 2009 for the amount of  $335,366.36

Ayes:      11                Ald. Ostling, Jackson, Elton, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     3

Ald. Hall, Cantelo, Rita.







 

There being Eleven (11) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

SELDON FOX AUDIT
Motion by Ald. Stone, second by Ald. Bilotto to approve Seldon Fox, Ltd. to do the Audit for the year ending April 30, 2009.
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Ayes:      11                Ald. Ostling, Jackson, Elton, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     3

Ald. Hall, Cantelo, Rita.







 

There being Eleven (11) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Judiciary Committee – Ald. Rita, Chairman

No Report.

Next meeting – Tuesday, March 3, 2009 at 5:00 p.m.- East Annex.

Public Health & Safety Committee – Ald. Ostling, Chairman

Fire Department Report for January 2009:

Total emergency medical service responses 191, patients treated 156, patients transported 143 and patients refused transport 44.

Total time in service 123 hours, total man hours in service 342, average minutes per response 39 and average minutes call to patient contact 5.45. 

Day response 104 and night response 87.

Total number of incidents 304, 4 fires, 1 explosion, 173 EMS, 21 hazardous no fire, 72 service call, 1 good intent, 30 false alarms and 2 special types.

Medical reimbursement services collection fees for 2008 $358,054.19, process fee paid $27,255.00

U.S. Fire investigation Fema grant denied but we may still receive this grant. 2009 applied for Fire Act Grant for equipment & Safer Grant for additional Fire Fighters. At this time grant was denied we would rewrite the grant & reapply.
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Police Department Report for January 2009:

Calls for service 2180, 569 traffic stops, 579 moving violations issued, 32 local ordinance tickets issued, 24,688 miles patrolled, 905 part time officer hours and 1235 parking tickets issued.

Detective Division resolved 34 cases in January, 7 crimes against person, 2 robberies, 19 burglaries, 4 larcenies and 2 missing persons.

The Detective division made 14 arrests, 8 felonies, 4 misdemeanors, 1 warrant service and 4 juveniles were arrested.

There were no training scheduled for detective division.

No search warrants executed.

On January 7th Detective Dennis Sepessy & the major crimes task force responded to Dolton for a double homicide Set. Sepessy worked a total of 39 hours on this investigation.

January 22 Major Crimes Task Force responded to Blue Island for a death investigation at 137th & Sacramento.  A total of 40 task force investigators assisted Blue Island with the investigation leading to the arrest of Sean Wilson for the murder of Brian Briggs.

Cpl. Connors and Cpl. Farr graduated from the school of Police Staff & Command at Northwestern University on 1/23/09.  at this time all of the supervisors of the department have completed this course.  

Sgt. Haro and tele-communicator Jennifer Voves received letters of thanks from the Tinley Park Police Department for their work on Lane Bryant Homicide Investigation.

Chicago Office Technology Group gave a presentation on better service for copy machine with a proposal equipment solution.  Committee made a motion to send to Finance for approval.

Next meeting – Tuesday, March 17, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. – Lower Level of the Police Department. 

Mayor Peloquin applauded the Fire Department on the Cochran Street Fire.
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Municipal Services Committee – Ald. Ruthenberg, Chairman

No Report.

Next meeting – Tuesday, March 3, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.- East Annex.

Community Development – Ald. Vieyra, Chairman





No Report.

Next meeting – Tuesday, March 3, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.- East Annex.

Recreation Committee – Ald. Stone, Chairman

No Report.

Next meeting – Wednesday, March 4, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. - East Annex.

CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

REGARDING THIS EVENING BUSINESS

Roberto Sarli of 2633 Orchard Street reminded everyone to attend Meet the Candidates at Eisenhower High School at 7:00 pm and also being the treasurer of the AYSO Soccer, thanked the Mayor for allowing them to use the fields at 119th Street and requested that the City join forces with the Park District and Township for a sports field for the Community.

Mayor Peloquin suggested that maybe behind the Salvation Army Building, if AYSO could partner up with other Soccer Teams, a could be put behind there.

Ald. Bilotto asked if that was 30 false alarms and if any action was taken if alarms were for the same place and are they still continuing discussions with the land west of Lutheran where Com Ed was.

Mayor Peloquin stated if it were the second false alarm, a fine would be issued and Mary Poulsen is still in discussion regarding that 6-acre parcel.  We’ve heard that the Utilities are going to put that out for bid but there’s going to be a massive clean up on the site.
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Clerk Frasor thanked the Fourth Ward Aldermen for turning in all of their residential parking signs and all there handicapped parking signs and will be turning it over to Judiciary to review and hope all the other Wards follow suit.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Jackson to adjourn the meeting.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.




            The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled for 

March 10, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.


_________________________________


   


Pam Frasor, City Clerk

APPROVED BY ME THIS

27th DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2009.

_________________________________

Donald E. Peloquin, Mayor
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