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JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING

OF THE

REGULAR MEETING, JUNE 9, 2009

CALL TO ORDER                          The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Blue 


Island was called to order by Mayor Donald E. Peloquin at 


7:00 p.m. on June 9, 2009
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL                                    Roll Call indicates the following:

Present:  11  
Ald. Vieyra, Spizzirri, Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Vargas, Natalino.


                                                   Absent:     3

Ald. Janko, Elton, Cantelo.








  
  

                                                   Present Also:     
Pam Frasor, City Clerk

                                                                           
Peter Murphy, City Attorney

                                                                             
Carmine Bilotto, Treasurer

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING      Moved by Ald. Natalino, second by Ald. Ruthenberg the Journal 

Of Proceedings for the regular meeting on May 26, 2009 is 

Accepted as printed.






Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

                     REPORT OF CITY OFFICIALS

                                            Mayor 

LEGAL OPINOIS
Mayor Peloquin gave the Aldermen a letter he had sent to Attorney General Lisa Madigan requesting a legal opinion regarding Alderman Rita who was recently elected as Supervisor of Calumet Township and if she can hold both seats.  

MEMORANDUM
The Mayor passed out a memorandum to the Aldermen regarding his request on a business license that will be discussed later in the Community Development report.
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PARK’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY
Mayor Peloquin informed Council that the Blue Island Park District is requesting permission for July 25, 2009 to hold their 100th Birthday Party.  The Mayor granted permission for their request.

STATE FUNDING
The Mayor announced that State has issued funding in different areas and there is list of different projects but we haven’t been informed when the money will be released.

Questions To The Mayor’s Office

Ald. Stone had a request from Barbara Mauricio of 12607 Fairview to have a streetlight installed by her house.

The Mayor stated that it would be put on the list.

Ald. Vargas asked about the maintenance for the property at 119th & Vincennes and this past weekend it had gotten fly dumped by roofers and there has been fly dumping on the both right-a- ways by the old soccer fields.  There is still the issue of graffiti at the 127th Street viaduct and underneath the overpass and if we could get in contact with Metra for the graffiti underneath the bridges.  Another issue is a U-Hall trailer full of junk that has been parked at 122nd & Longwood and would like for it to get towed away.

Mayor Peloquin stated regarding the property at 119th & Vincennes that letters have been sent out to start the demolition and that Superintendent Stachulak has put up barricades there. Regarding the fly dumping, there has been a lot of that happening and the Police Department has been on the watch for who’s doing it and have actually caught one individual doing it.

Ald. Vargas along with some of the other Alderman and City Officials attended the presentation and has with him a dedicated sign regarding the Calumet Sag Trail.  Ald. Vargas read the sign and the Proclamation then presented the sign to the City.

Ald. Stone stated that she has received several complaints on the Corner Store with long hours, loud music and some one at the store throwing fireworks at a resident’s dog.  The Alderman requested to have the owners of the store come in front of the Committee again

The Mayor stated that they have been trying to work with them and had the Police Department there.  The Mayor asked for specific times and dates so he could pull up the reports.
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Ald. Stone stated that something has to be done and that if they stay open until 9:00 and their license only says 7:00.

Mayor Peloquin stated that they had looked at the license and that it doesn’t specify hours it specifies that you cannot stay open after 10:00.  The hours weren’t restricted.

Motion by Ald. Stone, second by Ald. Ruthenberg to request the Corner Store come before Committee.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Mayor Peloquin stated he would be sending a letter to this request.

Ald. Rita asked if Metra was going to fix the tracks on Vermont St.

Mayor Peloquin stated that Metra informed him that they were on the schedule for repairs and will find out the timetable.

Ald. Rita informed Superintendent Stachulak that along the fence by the Metra Electric there are weeds and debris.

Superintendent Stachulak stated he already has a crew working on it.

Bids

No Bids.

City Clerk

Eisenhower High School Cheerleaders is requesting permission for tag days on July 10th & 11th and for July 31st & August 1st.

Eisenhower High School Cardinal Dance Team is requesting permission to tag on Friday, August 7th.

Motion by Ald. Rita, second by Ald. Vargas to approve.

On the Question:  Mayor Peloquin stated that there was an Eisenhower group that was tagging at 127th & Western and if they continue tagging there, their request will be denied.
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Clerk Frasor stated that they were warned, that it is stated in the approval letter but we will stress it to them again.

Ald. Spizzirri stated that the Rockets were tagging at 127th & Kedzie and that there were young kids in the street with cans approaching the cars and the adults were in the medium.

The Mayor stated that there was never a restriction, that it should of been common sense that young kids should not be in the street.  The Mayor suggested that they stipulate taggers in the street should be above the age of 12 and that something will be drafted up and be brought back to Council.

Mr. Bilotto asked for an update on when the photo signal will be installed.

Mayor Peloquin stated that they are still waiting for permission from IDOT.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Clerk Frasor stated to take this issue a little further, it’s very difficult to enforce and the Council has the right not to allow them to tag on the street at all, but does not know how far you want to take it.  It is very difficult to enforce and it does put a strain on our Police Department, so you might want to consider in the future allowing tagging only on public streets and not letting them in the crossing streets at all.

Tom Hawley is requesting that the fee be waived for their 3rd Annual Yard Sale on the Hill permit for June 20th.

Motion by Ald. Rita, second by Ald. Ruthenberg to approve.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Clerk Frasor announced that the Salvation Army would be hosting on June 25, 2009 a Concert in the Park at Metro South Park at York & Western and requesting extra garbage cans from the City.

Calvary Chapel is requesting permission to hold their annual Come And See picnic at Merto South Pavilion on Saturday, June 27th from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.

Bethel Pentecostal Church is requesting approval to hold their 4th Annual Car, Low-rider and Bike Show on July 18th, 2009.

Regular Meeting – June 9, 2009                                                                                                     Page 5

Clerk Frasor stated that at the last Council Meeting, Bethel Pentecostal Church was denied a tag day for July 4th and would like permission for tag days for June 27th and July 24th & 25th.


City Treasurer

Motion by Ald. Hall, second by Ald. Vargas to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending May 31, 2009 and to be placed on file.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

City Attorney

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. Murphy is requesting Council meet in Executive Session regarding on going litigations. 

ORDINANCE NO. 09-062
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A VARIANCE FOR ADAM TROMBINO TO PERMIT CONSTRUCTION OF A DETACHED GARAGE ON THE PREMISES LOCATED AT 2436 JAMES STREET, BLUE ISLAND, ILLINOIS.  


Motion by Ald. Ruthenberg, second by Ald. Stone to adopt.

Ayes:        9  
Ald. Vieyra, Spizzirri, Rita, Patoska,

Ruthenberg, Stone, Hall, Johnson, 

Natalino.





Nays:        2

Ald. Ostling, Vargas.

            Absent:     3

Ald. Janko, Elton, Cantelo.


Abstain:    0



  

There being Nine (9) affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Mayor Peloquin requests if Council all agrees to meet for Executive Session after Council.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS


Finance Committee – Ald. Cantelo, Chairman

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
Motion by Ald. Stone, second by Ald. Rita to approve Accounts 

Payable for the period ending June 9, 2009 in the amount of $198,113.49.

Ayes:     11   
Ald. Vieyra, Spizzirri, Rita, Patoska,

Ruthenberg, Stone, Ostling, Hall, 

Johnson, Vargas, Natalino.





Nays:        0

            Absent:     3

Ald. Janko, Elton, Cantelo.


Abstain:    0



  

There being Eleven (11) affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

PAYROLL
Motion by Ald. Stone, second by Ald. Natalino to approve payroll for May 23, 2009 for Net - $260,037.48 and Total Gross - $394,174.09.

Ayes:     11   
Ald. Vieyra, Spizzirri, Rita, Patoska,

Ruthenberg, Stone, Ostling, Hall, 

Johnson, Vargas, Natalino.





Nays:        0

            Absent:     3

Ald. Janko, Elton, Cantelo.


Abstain:    0



  

There being Eleven (11) affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Ald. Stone announced the next Appropriation Meeting would be June 15, 2009 at 6:00 pm at the East Annex.

Judiciary Committee – Ald. Vargas, Chairman


Items requiring action – 

Regular Meeting – June 9, 2009                                                                                                     Page 7

Worker’s Compensation claims for medical bills of employees injured on the job and current invoices.

Squad car’s #38 & #34, criminal damage to government property.

Entity under the Worker’s Comp Statute regarding doctor office fees.

Employee’s Life Insurance contract to be renewed it expires June 30th. 

Motion by Ald. Spizzirri, second by Ald. Vargas to renew with current company, Fort Dearborn.

Special Meeting to be scheduled to discuss group health insurance.

A car was struck with a golf ball and shattered sunroof, Committee suggested for car owner to report it to their Insurance Company.

Items to be discussed at future meetings – 

Second division vehicles in residential areas.

Parking.

Newspaper Ordinance.

Condo conversions.

Mr. Allen Stevo wanted this Committee to address the parking issue of the two homes by 127th & Irving and also about the placement of lumber next to these residents by Great Northern Lumber Company.  The parking issue was being addressed by Municipal Services and the lumber issue by the Fire Department.

Safety concerns when IDOT removed parking area north of 127th Street Bridge with lack of ingress.

Special Meeting – Tuesday, June 23, 2009 at 6:00 pm – East Annex.          

Next Meeting – Tuesday, July 7, 2009 at 5:00 pm – East Annex.

The Mayor asked Ald. Vargas what he was looking at on the discussion Group Health Insurance.

Ald. Vargas stated whether to renew it or to seek other provider’s rates.

The Mayor asked for City Employees.

Ald. Vargas stated yes.

                      
Public Health & Safety Committee – Ald. Ostling, Chairman


No Report.

Next meeting – Tuesday, June 16, 2009 at 6:30 pm – Lower Level of the 

Police Department.
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Municipal Services Committee – Ald. Janko, Chairman

Ald. Vierya read the minutes in Ald. Janko absence.

Motion by Ald. Vieyra, second by Ald. Patoska to approve to amend Ordinance No. 2318, section 2 for restricted resident parking. The amendment is to include eastside of Irving Street from the north side of 127th Street to the first alley north on the eastside of the street.  The addresses are 2226 and 2238 127th Street.

Upon a motion, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Motion by Ald. Vieyra, second by Ald. Natalino to approve an Ordinance to be drafted for a handicapped sign for 2241 w. 120th Place.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Superintendent Kozlowski presented several requests for adjustments to water bills for several locations. These adjustments were requested due to mechanical failures and vandalism at the following locations of 3000 w. 140th St, 2834 w. 127th St, 2300 DesPlaines St and 2800 w. 142nd Pl.  The property owners will be charged for water only portion of the bill. The location at 130th & Western was denied.

Superintendent Koslowski reported that work would begin on Walnut St. improvements west of Western with the next couple of weeks. He also reported that Hydrant Flushing continues throughout the City. 

Superintendent Stachulak reported that street and alley pothole repairs continue, they are using the permanent “Hot Mix” for making repairs.  Bulk garbage pick-ups will be conducted with 1-2 day after regular garbage days for specific neighborhoods. Residents are reminded to contact Public Works if bulk items contain glass or breakable items.

The salt dome has been completed and salt has been moved into the dome.

The Committee discussed street sweeping and the possibility of designating certain days and also sweeping of the public parking lots for upcoming events.

Superintendent Stachulak presented the Committee with a light pole banner program from the Library. The banner would be placed on light poles in the parking lot on York Street across from the Library.
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The Committee discussed streamlining the application and installation of handicap signs the process can take up to 2 months depending on when the application is applied for.  

Mr. Stevo asked the Committee about the parking taken away from the two residents located at the west end of the 127th St. viaduct on the north side of 127th St., he stated that “shouldn’t the residents be compensated for the loss of parking in front of their homes” Ald. Janko indicated he would look into this issue.

Next Meeting – Tuesday, July 7, 2009 at 6:30 pm – East Annex.

Recreation Committee – Ald. Stone, Chairman

Rec Center Business –

Pam passed out a Mission Statement, Time Distribution Analysis graph report and several flyers regarding summer schedule of programs to be held at the Rec Center. Pam also passed out a flyer form Eisenhower high School Athletic Department that highlights their upcoming summer camps for both grade school and high school students.

Dwayne Wade will be holding his annual basketball camp at Eisenhower High School on June 16th, 17th & 18th. In order to attend the camp, students bust be awarded scholarships. Through the Rec Center, 50 scholarships were awarded. Mr. Wade is also doing a Most Valuable Students award. In order to be eligible, the nominated student must be a Junior or Senior, hold a 3.0 GPA, have completed 25 hours of community service and complete a 300-word essay. Each Rec Center in the area could submit one nominee.  Our Rec Center has submitted Regina Jordan, who graduated from Eisenhower this spring and is continuing her education at Kentucky State.

Pam reported she is in contact with the Wade Foundation for possible grants.

The Committee held a lengthy discussion regarding additional ways of distributing the Rec Center’s Flyers and Program information during the summer when schools are not open.  The discussion also involved the situation of kids from other towns in the area who come to the Rec Center. The Committee sees the Rec Center as for the use of the children from Blue Island first. Children from neighboring towns can and should be able to use the facility, but they will be charged at non-resident rates.
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Discussion about how to get the parents more involved with their kid’s activities.

Golf Course Business –

Jerry stated financials will be available after June 4th and will get the Committee copies as soon as they are available.

There are 50 new carts and 25 on a one-year lease.

The Servicescape contract has been signed.  It is a 4-year contract that will ultimately save the Golf Course over $12,000.

Cart Paths – at the 15th hole, which will be rebuilt with 3100 feet of new drains and a 1000-gallon tank will be installed to help with water drainage and the perimeter on the south side of 123rd Street by greens 8 and 3.

Other projects include irrigating the “triangle” between the 1st & 10th holes.

Working with the Condo Association south of 123rd Street with windows broken by wayward golf balls.  The City will help with replacement costs.

Ald. Johnson asked about the possibility of kids getting scholarships through the Golf Course such as through the Chick Evans Scholarship Foundation.  Jerry stated the Evans Foundation works through private Golf Clubs only, but other options may be available.

Jerry continues to look into the possibility of improvements for the kitchen, particularly a stove hood to have the ability to cook.

Next meeting – Wednesday. July 1, 2009 at 6:30 pm – East Annex.

Community Development – Ald. Natalino, Chairman

New Business’s for the month of June:

James Jones Limousine Enterprise, Inc.at 2521 Lewis Street – Denied.

Redemption Theater at 12952 Western Avenue – Approved pending Fire and Building inspections and installation of a handicapped accessible bathroom.

Anchor Bowl at 1859 w. 127th Street – Approved pending completion of repairs required by code.
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Aztech Ink at 13357 Olde Western Avenue – Approved pending Building and Fire inspections.

Sierra Banquets and Lounge at 12757 Western Avenue – Tabled.

A “Noble” Touch of Class at 2154 Vermont Street – Approved pending Fire Inspection.

USA Valet Parking Corp. at 13150 Seeley Avenue – Approved.

Jimmy John’s at 12601 Western Avenue – Approved pending Building and Fire Inspections.

Quench The Eatery at 12601 Western Avenue – Approved pending Building and Fire inspections.

Kaycee Services, Ltd. At 2252 Florence Street – Approved.

A & V Homecare Services, NFP at 12558 Western Avenue – Denied.

No Place Like Home Daycare Center at 2637 Grunewald Street –Denied.

Eagle Express Lines, Inc. at 3030 W. 139th Street – Approved pending Building and Fire inspections.

Rosie O’Boyles at 2825 W. 127th Street – Denied.

Broukal’s Food & Spirits at 12934 Western Avenue – Approved pending Building and Fire inspections.

Next Meeting – Tuesday, July 7, 2009 at 7:30 pm – East Annex.

Mayor Peloquin asked Chairman Natalino that it was his understanding that the vote for Rosie O’Boyles the Committee stated that their representative could come before Council tonight.  The Mayor asked if the Committee would like to allow them to present their issue to Council or not.

Motion by Ald. Natalino, second by Ald. Patoska to approve the representatives of Rosie O’Boyles come before Council.

Mayor Peloquin stated that the issue before them is the Rosie O’Boyle’s License.  He went on to say that the Committee has denied it but they have his request to do it.  The Mayor stated that the representatives from the neighborhood and from the establishment were at the meeting.  He asked the Council if they would like to hear it or just to vote on it and that his letter states that the business has been vacant and he has tried to negotiate with different owners and these gentlemen seem to represent the best possible solution all though the residents don’t believe this.  The situation is that it would be more of a food establishment, they restricted the hours, they eliminated the beanbags and for the parking they have permission from TLC and the Spa from across the street use of their parking.  As Mayor it is his obligation to keep every business operational even though at the meeting there were 
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some Alderman and residents that expressed their desire not to have it there.

Ald. Stone would like to open the floor to both the business and neighbors so we could have an open discussion.

Ken Pacyga of 12724 Mozart Street stated his concerns of having a bar there.

Doreen Fraser of 12749 Mozart Street stated her concerns regarding the parking and noise.

Kurt Willison of 12721 Mozart Street stated his concerns regarding the bar.

Joe Spazinski of 2835 w. 127th Street stated his concern with the noise from being in between 2 sets of railroad track with trains and the bar and along with parking issues.

Julie Crones of Alsip, Property and Business Owner stated that all she has done with the business and all the renovation she has done all has been approved by the City Committee’s.  Ms. Crones stated that as far as the parking situation is concerned, she had pictures of the neighboring streets and that most of the houses have driveways and garages and that she pays enough taxes and she has a right to the street parking as well but had gotten permission from the 2 business across 127th street which would allow her to use their parking lots in the evening.

Mark Boyle of 2317 w. 103rd Street thanked Council for considering doing this. This is something that they feel would be successful and also would contribute to the community.  All concerns of the neighbors would be taken in consideration.  Before we entered into this venture we had checked with the Police Department and they stated that there wasn’t really any trouble there.  We are professional people and will do our very best to keep any negative flow out.  Mr. Boyle stated that they would do what they have to do to make it more accountable for the residents.   

Treasurer Bilotto asked Mr. Boyle if he would be interested in opening the restaurant first then gradually progressing with wine.

Mr. Boyle answered no, that economically it wouldn’t take off, that most restaurants survive on alcohol sales.
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Joe Murphy of 12916 Greenwood Avenue on behalf of the business and asked Council to consider giving them a business license and if doesn’t work out they would be able to pull the license

Mayor Peloquin stated that there are 2 options. 1 is that you can take a vote and over turn the license or you don’t take a vote and the Committee standing stands.  

No motion was made, so the Committee’s motion stands.

CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

REGARDING THIS EVENING BUSINESS

Edward Holcolm of 2008 York Street asked if a mirror could be installed on the pole in the alley behind Small Fry School, because there is a blind spot and a child almost got hit. 

The Mayor stated that the mirror would not last without getting broken but he would look into the situation there.

Ald. Rita asked if the child was on the street or sidewalk.

Mr. Holcolm stated on sidewalk.

Mayor Peloquin stated he would look into it.

CLOSED SESSION
Motion by Ald. Vargas, second by Ald. Hall to go into Executive Session.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

OPEN SESSION
Motion by Ald. Vieyra, second by Ald. Rita to reconvene the meeting.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

ROLL CALL
Roll Call indicates the following:

Present:      11             Ald. Vieyra, Spizzirri, Rita, Patoska,

Ruthenberg, Stone, Ostling, Hall, 

Johnson, Vargas, Natalino
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                                                   Absent:        3

Ald. Janko, Elton, Cantelo.






Present Also:

Pam Frasor, City Clerk









Peter Murphy, City Attorney









Carmine Bilotto, City Treasurer

The Mayor stated that while in Executive Session the City Attorney gave council information regarding a workmen’s compensation case. 

Motion by Ald. Patoska, second Ald. Hall to authorize the City Attorney to settle the case.






Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Ald. Stone, second by Ald. Vieyra to adjourn the meeting.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.




                        The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled for 

June 23, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.



_________________________________






Pam Frasor, City Clerk

APPROVED BY ME THIS

16th DAY OF JUNE 2009

________________________________

Donald E. Peloquin, Mayor
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