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JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING

OF THE

REGULAR MEETING, JULY 14, 2009

CALL TO ORDER                          The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Blue 


Island was called to order by Mayor Donald E. Peloquin at 


7:00 p.m. on July 14, 2009
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL                                    Roll Call indicates the following:

Present:  12  
Ald. Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, 

Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri.


                                                   Absent:     2

Ald. Elton, Cantelo.






  
  

                                                   Present Also:     
Pam Frasor, City Clerk

                                                                           
Peter Murphy, City Attorney

                                                                             
Carmine Bilotto, Treasurer

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING      Moved by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Rita the Journal 

Of Proceedings for the regular meeting on June 23, 2009 is 

Accepted as printed.






Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

                     REPORT OF CITY OFFICIALS

                                            Mayor 

FIRE FIGHTER AWARDS
Mayor Peloquin invited Deputy Chief Luety to join him at the podium for the presentation of awards to the following Firefighters:

FF William Abbatacola  – Hazardous Material First Responder- Operations, Technical Rescue Awareness and Fire Service Vehicle Operator.

FF Scott Balasz  –Fire Service Vehicle Operator.

FF Larry Bethscheider  – Fire Service Instructor I and Fire Officer I – Provisional.
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FF David Brown for Hazardous Material First Responder- Operator.

FF Apryl Dueshop  – Fire Service Instructor I and Fire Service Vehicle Operator.

FF Patrick Faagoi  - Fire Service Vehicle Operator.

FF Joseph Germanos  – Technical Rescue Awareness.

LT Michael Kaliski – Fire Service Vehicle Operator.

LT Jim Klinker – Fire Service Vehicle Operator.

LT Tony Kunz – Technical Rescue Awareness.

FF Richard Reed – Fire Service Instructor I and Fire Service Vehicle Operator.

FF Tony Stefanelli – Hazardous Materials First Responder- Operations, Fire Fight III, Fire Investigator and Fire Prevention Officer.

FF tom Zelinski – Hazardous Materials First Responder – Operations, Fire Fighter III, Fire Service Instructor I and Fire Service Vehicle Operator.

FIRE FIGHTER GRANT
The Mayor announced that he had a discussion with Mika Anastasia and Deputy Chief Luety regarding the application of a grant, which would allow a hire of 6 new Firefighters.

ST. DONATUS FEAST
Mayor Peloquin received a request from St. Donatus Church for permission to hold their annual carnival.

Motion by Ald. Rita, second by Ald. Patoska to approve.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

ONE-WAY ALLEY
The Mayor informed the Aldermen that he had received a letter to turn the alley by the Church into a one-way going east and he will forward the letter to them to follow through on it.
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LETTER 
Mayor Peloquin gave the Alderman a copy of the letter he received from Carey & Carey in regards to a property that is in the process of being sold.  The bank that is issuing the loan is requesting a letter from the City that if the building is demolished or damaged beyond repairs that they could replace it.  The Mayor stated that they stipulated that replacement could only be on the same square footage and height that it currently is.  The Mayor is requesting permission from City Council authorization for him to send the letter so the buyer and seller can conclude the transaction.

Ald. Ostling asked if the City has ever done this before and are the buyers thinking of demolishing it.

The Mayor stated no, but that a bank has never asked them to do this before and no the buyers aren’t going to demolish it.

Ald. Janko asked if they want to rehab the building.

The Mayor stated no that the building is in great shape, this request is just for the banking end.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Ostling to approve.

Ayes:        12  
Ald. Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone,

 Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri.





Nays:        0



            Absent:     2

Ald. Elton, Cantelo.


Abstain:    0



  

There being Twelve (12) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

COMMISSION ON AGING
Mayor Peloquin is asking Council to concur with the following APPOINTMENTS


appointments to the Commission on Aging:

Larry Petta, Josephine Schroeder, Charlotte Westcott,

Elaine Lentz, Maria Almazan, Tom Madrigal.

Motion by Ald. Ruthenberg, second by Ald. Janko to appove.

Ayes:        12  
Ald. Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, 
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Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri.





Nays:        0



            Absent:     2

Ald. Elton, Cantelo.


Abstain:    0



  

There being Twelve (12) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

 PRO ACTIVE CODE
Mayor Peloquin is asking approval from Council to have Aldermen Ostling, Vieyra and Patoska sit on a Committee with a representative from the Building Department in regards to the Pro Active Code Enforcement Plan.

Motion by Ald. Vargas, second by Ald. Janko to approve.

On the Question:  Ald. Rita asked how long would they have to fix the property.

The Mayor stated that it depends on the nature of the damage

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

LAWRENCE GROUP SURVEY
Mayor Peloquin advised Council that they should have a copy of a memo from the Planning Department in regards to the Lawrence Group and the City’s Logo.  There is a survey that should be filled out and sent back to them regarding this.

SOCCER FIELDS
The Mayor is requesting authorization to negotiate a lease with the Sexton Family for one or both of the pods on the north side of the golf coarse with the goal in making those into permanent soccer fields. 

Motion by Ald. Vieyra, second by Ald. Janko to approve.

On the Question:  Ald. Janko asked if the City would be leasing this property and if they do, what about the parking.
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The Mayor stated that the City would lease the property and develop it into soccer fields and he would be asking for a 10-year lease and there is enough land to make 2 soccer fields with parking.

Ald. Stone asked if this went through, who would be responsible for the maintenance.

The Mayor stated the City would be responsible and that they would be utilizing the crew from the golf coarse.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-372
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND STAFF TO RESEARCH THE USE OF PLASMA TECHNOLOGY FOR CREATING GREEN ENERGY.    


Motion by Ald. Ruthenberg, second by Ald. Hall to adopt.

Ayes:        12  
Ald. Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, 

Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri.





Nays:        0



            Absent:     2

Ald. Elton, Cantelo.


Abstain:    0



  

There being Twelve (12) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Mayor Peloquin clarified we are NOT talking about an incinerator.

AGREEMENT
The Mayor is requesting permission from Council to enter into an exclusive agreement with IS, Inc. and Sustainable Property Transition for the next 6 months with the option to renew for an additional 6 months if the project moves forward.  IS, Inc. is the manufacturer to build and operate the plant and Sustainable Property Transition is an environmental firm.

Motion by Ald. Vierya, second by Ald. Hall to approve

On the Question:  Ald. Janko asked if Sustainable Property Transition is a local company.
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The Mayor stated that it is a State firm out of Darien and he also talked with all the Mayors involved and all agreed to work to brings this together.

Ayes:        12  
Ald. Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, 

Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri.





Nays:        0



            Absent:     2

Ald. Elton, Cantelo.


Abstain:    0



  

There being Twelve (12) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

GRAND OPENING
Mayor Peloquin announced that United Storage is having a grand opening on August 9th and invited everyone to attend, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 124th & Western Avenue.

Questions To The Mayor’s Office

Ald. Vargas asked what the status of the demolition at 119th & Vincennes and the status of the Metra clean up from 119th to 127th Street.  The Alderman asked if Cook County could come out to clean the graffiti under Western Avenue Bridge and informed the Mayor that there are cars cutting through Walgreens lot from Western to cut through the Jewel’s parking lot to get to Vincennes.

The Mayor stated that he has been talking with a realtor who is interested in purchasing the property and would take care of the demolition. Regarding Metra, the clean up should have been done.  The Mayor will contact Metra and contact Cook County for the graffiti clean up. He will also notify Chief Hoglund of the cars cutting through.

Mayor Peloquin announced that there is 2 entities that have contacted him that are interested with the Jewel property and the Jewel also has businesses interested.  They are cleaning out the store and would take about 6 to 8 weeks to be completed. 

Ald. Janko asked what kind of business are interested.
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The Mayor stated that he is not at liberty to say at this time.

Ald. Rita was going to ask the same thing.

The Mayor did say that he did get an offer for a church that we turned down, but all the others are business deals.

Ald. Rita stated that all the stores in the alley behind the See Thru Kitchen have graffiti.

The Mayor will tell Chief Hoglund right away.

Chief Hoglund stated that he was very proud of his department.  Over the past few months the City has had a series of residential robberies, gang and tagging graffiti.  Since July of 2008 we have had 196 graffiti cases, 55% of those have resulted in arrests.  Over the last 10 days or so the detectives have identified and arrested everyone who was responsible for the graffiti and on the bike race day, officers worked double duty and have the juveniles petitioned and brought into juvenile court. Since these arrests, there hasn’t been any graffiti.

The Chief stated that they do have the support from the parents when the kids get caught.

The Mayor informed the Chief of the graffiti that Ald. Rita mentioned. 

Ald. Rita asked if there was an arrest made to the garage robbery in her ward.

The Chief stated that an arrest was made with a guy who just got out of prison and after the arrest no more garage robberies were reported.

Ald. Vieyra stated that the Elk Building and along the side had been hit with graffiti.

Chief Hoglund stated that while Cook County was there with the truck to remove graffiti, they had them do all around.

Ald. Rita asked if the parents were going to be responsible for the juveniles. 

Chief Hoglund stated if there is no proof they can’t be charged, but the ones who do get caught have to go to juvenile court.
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Bids

Clerk Frasor announced there are 2 sealed bids for the 1987 Darley Sparton Fire Engine.

Motion by Ald. Stone, second by Ald. Vargas to open sealed bids.

Upon a motion, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Clerk Frasor read the 1st bid from JR Bramlett for a bid of $3,100 and the 2nd bid from Randy Talaski for a bid of $500.00.

Motion by Ald. Rita, second by Ald. Ostling to accept the bid for $3,100.00.

Ayes:        12  
Ald. Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, 

Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri.





Nays:        0



            Absent:     2

Ald. Elton, Cantelo.


Abstain:    0



  

There being Twelve (12) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

City Clerk

BLOCK PARTY
A Block Party request from Joe Heitz and Christina Schultz for August 15th on the 122nd block of Irving Avenue with all the requirements met and deposit paid.

Motion by Ald. Vargas, second by Ald. Ruthenberg to approve.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

TAG DAY
Society of St. Vincent DePaul of St. Walter Parish is requesting tag days for Friday, September 25th and Saturday. September 26th.  They also put in their letter that they understand that there is no tagging on 127th & Western.
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Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Patoska to approve.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

HEALTH FAIR
Clerk Frasor passed a flyer to each Alderman regarding Mission Covenant Church Bilingual Health Fair on August 1st from 1 to 5 p.m. and is requesting barricades.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Ruthenberg to approve.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Mayor Peloquin announced that a representative of the Church might be contacting the Alderman for financial donations to make backpacks for the kids to go back to school with.


City Treasurer

Motion by Ald. Hall, second by Ald. Stone to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending June 30, 2009 and to be placed on file.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

City Attorney

Motion by Ald. Ruthenberg, second by Ald. Vargas the headings be read and then a motion for adoption.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-066
AN ORDINANCE RESTRICTING A PORTION OF A CERTAIN STREET FOR HANDICAPPED PARKING ONLY WITHIN THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND, COUNTY OF COOK, STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.  


Motion by Ald. Rita, second by Ald. Natalino to adopt.

Ayes:        12  
Ald. Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, 

Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri.
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Nays:        0



            Absent:     2

Ald. Elton, Cantelo.


Abstain:    0



  

There being Twelve (12) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-373
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF OF POLICE TO ACCEPT ADDITIONAL FUNDS ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT FROM COOK COUNTY’S PROJECT J.A.G.   


Motion by Ald. Ostling, second by Ald. Vieyra to adopt.

Ayes:        12  
Ald. Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, 

Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri.





Nays:        0



            Absent:     2

Ald. Elton, Cantelo.


Abstain:    0



  

There being Twelve (12) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS


Finance Committee – Ald. Cantelo, Chairman

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
Motion by Ald. Stone, second by Ald. Ostling to approve Accounts 

Payable for the period ending July 10, 2009 in the amount of $457,934.48.

Ayes:        12  
Ald. Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, 

Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri.





Nays:        0



            Absent:     2

Ald. Elton, Cantelo.


Abstain:    0
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There being Twelve (12) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

PAYROLL
Motion by Ald. Stone, second by Ald. Natalino to approve payroll for June 26, 2009 for Net - $245,948.83 and Total Gross - $381,540.60.

Ayes:        12  
Ald. Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, 

Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri.





Nays:        0



            Absent:     2

Ald. Elton, Cantelo.


Abstain:    0



  

There being Twelve (12) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

PAYROLL
Motion by Ald. Stone, second by Ald. Ostling to approve payroll for July 10, 2009 for Net - $264,678.2183 and Total Gross - $404,773.81.

Ayes:        12  
Ald. Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, 

Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri.





Nays:        0



            Absent:     2

Ald. Elton, Cantelo.


Abstain:    0



  

There being Twelve (12) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Judiciary Committee – Ald. Vargas, Chairman


Insurance Loss – 

The Committee was presented a list of payment invoices received during the current month for a total of $16,312.60.
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The Committee was given a copy of City Ordinance 90-212 entitled An Ordinance Establishing Policy Rules and Regulations Concerning Contributions by the city for Medical Hospitalization Insurance for certain retired employees.


Old Business that needs to be addressed – 

Status of Newspaper rack ordinance and enforcement

Condo-renovation/conversion

Trailer court safety enforcement

Second division truck Ordinance for the City

Decoration Ordinance

Overall parking restrictions city wide

Next Meeting – Tuesday, August 4, 2009 at 5:00 pm – East Annex.

                      
Public Health & Safety Committee – Ald. Ostling, Chairman


No Report.

Next meeting – Tuesday, July 21, 2009 at 6:30 pm – Lower Level of the 

Police Department.

Municipal Services Committee – Ald. Janko, Chairman

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Ruthenberg to approve Ordinances be drafted for the following for handicapped parking signs: 12952 Mozart, 2127 Market Street and 13028 Hoyne Street.

Upon a motion, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Vierya to approve an Ordinance to rescind a handicapped parking at the location of: 13326 Rexford.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Vierya to approve the purchase of a new network copy machine (Xerox Work Center 5225) for public works subject to Attorney’s approval.

Ayes:        12  
Ald. Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, 

Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Vargas, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri.





Nays:        0
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            Absent:     2

Ald. Elton, Cantelo.


Abstain:    0



  

There being Twelve (12) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Superintendent Stachulack reported on the Street Resurfacing projects that are taking place on Walnut and Prairie Street for the week of July 7th and he also reported that Highland to Kedzie resurfacing of 127th Street is scheduled to begin July 16th as well as

Vincennes, from 127th to 119th Street.  He has requested that the grindings from the resurfacing be given to the City.  These recycled grindings will be used as part of the alley repair project.

Superintendent Stachulack is looking into the purchase of new Street striping equipment and will report back to the committee once he receives more information.

Superintendent Stachulack reported that the city fuel storage tanks at the Wireton Road garage facility have been completely refurbished.  They have had a new fuel monitoring system installed.  Training for the use of the new FMS is now taking place and should be completed by the time of this report.

Ald. Hall asked about trash along Thornton Road and who would be responsible for its maintenance.  The easement along the road would be maintained by Blue Island and the adjacent property is FPD (Cook County) responsibility. Superintendent Stachulack noted that lane changes and reconfigurations were to begin this week in that area.

The Committee discussed the parking for residents at 127th and Irving Street, due to the double yellow line in the street and the narrow width at that location; the Committee felt that it would be unsafe to place resident parking along the curb at that location.

Ald. Janko talked to Mr. Murphy regarding an Ordinance be drafted for the Heart Care Center on New Street for putting in 2 signs restricting parking.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Ruthenberg to approve.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.
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Ald. Janko informed Council that on July 9th, Cook County sprayed for mosquitoes.

Next Meeting – Tuesday, August 4, 2009 at 6:30 pm – East Annex.

Recreation Committee – Ald. Stone, Chairman

The Committee was presented with a request from the Tommy Brown Sports Association to hold their annual Back to School Health & Wellness Festival on Saturday, August 1, 2009 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Rec Center.  The health care portion of the fest will include back-to-school exams, athletic exams, immunizations and dental exams, conducted by the Christian community Health Center.  The fun fair portion begins at noon.  Backpacks with school supplies enclosed will be provided. There may also be a clothes swap for kid’s school clothes.

The Committee also discussed the possibility of a book buy back program.  Pam stated she would also contact Metro South Hospital for possible involvement in the heath care portion of the fair.

Moved by Ald. Elton, second by Ald. Natalino to approve request. The Motion carried.

Golf Course Business:

Work in the 15th hole drainage has been completed.  June was very busy.  Financial information not completed at the time of the meeting.

Rec Center Business:

June receipts were $2,589.00.

Pam reported Anthony Welch- CEO of CEDA had contacted her. He has 20 sets of kid size golf clubs left over from the “Hook a Kid on Golf” program, and wants to give them to the Rec Center.  Pam would like to work on the possibility of working in partnership with CEDA to begin group lessons for in-need kids who are really interested in learning to golf, for ages up to about 13.  She thought perhaps a 4-week session would be a great way to see if a child is really interested and would wish to continue.  Jerry would then take them out on the course for more extensive lessons.  The clubs would be housed at the Golf Course.  A child would have to sign up and show an actual interest to be eligible.  She will report back on what kind of initial response they get.

Regina Jordan from Blue Island, our applicant to the Dwayne Wade Scholarship Foundation was on of the two students who were awarded scholarships of over $1,000.  She also received a lap 
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top computer and other prizes.  Congratulate to Regina!  We are very proud of her.

Pam reported that the grounds at the Rec Center needed work.  The crews are new and not mowing all the lawn.  She has contacted Ken Stachulak in the hopes of getting this resolved.  

Pam reported the paring lot and basketball court are getting patched and seal coated and restriped.  It is possible the front lot, basketball court and back lot will all have to be re blacked topped next year.

The Rec Center received 6 new steel picnic table frames from Jebens Hardware at a very good price.  Milton has added the wood to created new tables and benches.

The Rec Center is preparing for the fall programs and Pam talked about ways to distribute the flyers so more Blue Island Families will be aware of what the Rec Center has to offer.

Next meeting – Wednesday. August 5, 2009 at 6:30 pm – East Annex.

Community Development – Ald. Natalino, Chairman


New Business’s for the month of July:


James Jones Limousine Enterprise, Inc. of 2521 Lewis St. – approved.

Sierra Banquets of 12757 Western Avenue – was told that to serve liquor as per his request, he would have to get a liquor license no further action was taken.

His Glory Graphics of 1822 Vermont Street – approved.

Wheaton’s Restaurant of 13023 Western Avenue – approved to remove the business license suspension if all necessary repairs are completed to the satisfaction of the Building Department and the Health Inspector.

Vida Divina of 13008 Western Avenue – approved pending Building and Fire Inspections.

Bird bathpro.com of 12540 Highland Avenue – approved.

Amigo’s Landscaping, Inc. of 12640 Sacramento Ave. – approved.
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Vermont Convenience Mart of 2235 Vermont St. – approved pending Building, Fire and Health Inspections.

Rayito De Esperanza of 2357 York St. – approved pending Building, Health and Plumbing Inspections.

GNS Corner Store of 12458 Maple Ave. – business hours restricted to those on original business license (7 a.m. to 7 p.m.) pending owner’s re-application for extended hours.

Rita Pacyga of the Senior Citizens Department addressed the Committee stating that the seniors have two trips scheduled.  One is to White Fence Farms on August 5th for lunch and a play for 55 seniors.  The total cost of $2,530 will initially be paid by the City, but reimbursed by the seniors so there will be no cost to the City.  The second trip is to the Cantigny on September 16th for 55 seniors.  The total cost of $2,220 will initially by paid by the City, but reimbursed by the seniors so there will be no cost to the City.

Motion was made by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Natalino to approve this action.

Ald. Hall addressed the Committee stating V & M Concrete; owner Vilulfo Cisneros at 13500 Western Avenue was granted a business license with the proviso that they clean the property of debris.  They have been given two separate 6-month extensions to get this done and have yet to do so.  Ald. Hall asked that the Committee suspend their license until they comply with the original direction.

Motion was made by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Spizzirri to suspend the license until they comply.

 Meeting – Tuesday, August 4, 2009 at 7:30 pm – East Annex.

CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

REGARDING THIS EVENING BUSINESS

Rev. Ayanna Johnson of the Family of Hope Christian Church

At 2324 Orchard Street invited everyone to come bring a dish and join them in their Community Pot-Luck- Dinner on August 16, 2009 from 2:30 p.m. till 4:00p.m.

An associate from Family of Hope Christian Church spoke on behalf of the Church.
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ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Ald. Vargas, second by Ald. Patoska to adjourn the meeting.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.




                        The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled for 

July 28, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.



_________________________________






Pam Frasor, City Clerk

APPROVED BY ME THIS

22nd DAY OF JULY 2009

________________________________

Donald E. Peloquin, Mayor
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