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JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING

OF THE

REGULAR MEETING, DECEMBER 8, 2009

CALL TO ORDER                          The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Blue 


Island was called to order by Mayor Donald E. Peloquin at 


7:00 p.m. on December 8, 2009.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL                                    Roll Call indicates the following:

Present:    14  
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Elton, Vargas.


                                                   Absent:      0














  
  

            Present Also:     
Pam Frasor, City Clerk

                                                                           
James Brosnahan, City Attorney

                                                                             
Carmine Bilotto, Treasurer

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING      Moved by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Ruthenberg the Journal Of Proceedings for the regular meeting on November 24, 2009 is accepted as printed.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried with the correction to be made.

                     REPORT OF CITY OFFICIALS

                                            Mayor 

APPOINTMENT
Mayor Peloquin asked Council to approve his appointment of Mr. James Brosnahan for City Attorney.  He stated that Mr. Brosnahan served as State Representative. 

Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Rita to approve Jim Brosnahan to be Blue Island City’s Attorney.

Ayes:        14  
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vierya, Spizzirri, Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Elton, Vargas.
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Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     0




There being Fourteen (14) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Mr. Brosnhan thanked everyone and he is honored to be the Attorney for the City of Blue Island.

THINK OUTSIDE THE LOOP
Mary Poulsen approached the podium to present the new City of NEW CITY LOGO


Blue Island Logo.  She announced that the new logo would be                

displayed on the City’s web site, stationary, letters, cards and so on. The Lawrence Group was selected to design the logo and the theme is Think Outside the Loop. It will be a fresh new look.

ROCK AROUND THE CLOCK
Mary Poulsen stated that there will be Rock-Around-The- 

Clock this New Years Eve with the exception of there will be no fireworks due to lack of funds.  The City is taking donations for the fireworks and if enough donations are given, then the City would have them.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-383
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF OF POLICE TO ACCEPT ADDITIONAL FUNDS ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT FROM COOK COUNTY’S PROJECT J.A.G.

Motion by Ald. Ostling, second by Ald. Janko to approve.

Ayes:        14  
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vierya, Spizzirri, Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Elton, Vargas.






Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     0




There being Fourteen (14) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.
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JEWEL PROPERTY
Mayor Peloquin stated that they are continually negotiating with the Jewel about allowing a grocery store to take over the property and staff is working diligently in bringing in a business at that location.

STORM WATER ORDINANCE
The Mayor attended a meeting regarding the Storm Water Ordinance.  There will be an open forum for the redevelopment and development across the region.

MEETING CANCELLED
Motion by Ald. Elton, second by Ald. Ruthenberg to approve that the December 22nd City Council Meeting be cancelled.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Mayor Peloquin wished everyone and their families a Merry Christmas and Happy New Years.

Questions To The Mayor’s Office

Ald. Rita wished Mayor Peloquin an early Happy Birthday and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Years.

Aldermen Stone, Vieyra and Ostling presented Judy Coyle of Angel’s touch with D’Masti’s certificates for dinner for 3 families. 

Mary Poulsen announced that Temulac Yact Club would be donating toys to Angel’s Touch.

Bids

NEW BID 
Clerk Frasor announced that Yousef Dabhagh no longer would like to purchase the 4 vehicles that went out to bid.  The bid now goes to the next bidder, which is E & B Auto.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Johnson to approve.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

City Clerk

TAG DAYS
Park Lawn is requesting tag days for the following dates of April 2nd & 3rd and 16th & 17th, 2010.
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TAG DAYS
Eisenhower High School Football is requesting tag days for the following dates of December 16th, January 20th, February 5th & 12th, March 26th and April 30th, 2010.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Patoska to approve.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

GUILDHAUS CAROLING
Clerk Frasor announced that the Guildhaus will host Caroling Through Blue Island on December 19th from 6 – 9 p.m. and that donation are welcomed of new socks, underwear and hygiene products.


City Treasurer

No Report.  Next meeting will have 2 reports.

City Attorney

Motion by Ald. Natalino, second by Ald. Patoska the headings be read and then a motion for adoption.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-082    
AN ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXES FOR THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND FOR THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING MAY 1, 2009 AND ENDING APRIL 30, 2010. 


Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Ostling to adopt.

On the Question:  Ald. Hall asked for clarification.

Mayor Pelolquin stated that this is done every year for the fiscal year.


Ayes:        14  
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vierya, Spizzirri, Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Elton, Vargas.






Nays:        0






Abstain:    0
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                                                   Absent:     0




There being Fourteen (14) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-083    
AN ORDINANCE RESTRICTING A PORTION OF A CERTAIN STREET FOR HANDICAPPED PARKING ONLY WITHIN THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND, COUNTY OF COOK, STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.  


Motion by Ald. Ruthenberg, second by Ald. Stone to adopt.


Location: 2432 Orchard Street.


Ayes:        14  
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vierya, Spizzirri, Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Elton, Vargas.






Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     0





There being Fourteen (14) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-084    
AN ORDINANCE RESCINDING HANDICAPPED PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON PORTIONS OF CERTAIN STREETS WITHIN THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND, COUNTY OF COOK AND STATE OF ILLINOIS.  


Locations: 2436 Lewis Street & 2061 High Street.


Motion by Ald. Natalino, second by Ald. Patoska to adopt.


Ayes:        14  
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vierya, Spizzirri, Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Elton, Vargas.






Nays:        0






Abstain:    0
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                                                   Absent:     0





There being Fourteen (14) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

RECOMMENDATION    
A RECOMMENDATION FROM THE BLUE ISLAND ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS CONCERNING AN APPLICATION OF ERNESTO VERDUZCO AND CHRISTINA LABRIOLA REQUESTING ISSUANCE OF A SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO OPEN AND OPERATE A TIRE SHOP ON THE PREMISES LOCATED AT 12506 WESTERN AVENUE, BLUE ISLAND, ILLINOIS. 


Motion by Ald. Natalino, second by Ald. Patoska to approve.


Ayes:        13  
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vierya, Spizzirri, Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Johnson, Elton, Vargas.






Nays:        1

Ald. Hall






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     0



There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

RECOMMENDATION    
A RECOMMENDATION FROM THE BLUE ISLAND ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS CONCERNING AN APPLICATION OF JOVITA ANDRADE-CHAVEZ REQUESTING ISSUANCE OF A SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO OPEN AND OPERATE A USED CAR DEALERSHIP ON THE PREMISES LOCATED AT 12301 WESTERN AVENUE, BLUE ISLAND, ILLINOIS. 


Motion by Ald. Ruthenberg, second by Ald. Patoska to approve.


Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS


Finance Committee – Ald. Cantelo, Chairman 

PAYROLL
Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Natalino to approve Payroll for November 27, 2009 – Net Pay - $216,335.80         - 

Total Gross - $344,370.99.

Ayes:        14  
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vierya, Spizzirri, Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Elton, Vargas.






Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     0





There being Fourteen (14) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Patoska to approve 

Accounts Payable for the period ending November 7, 2009 for the amount of  $149,642.22

Ayes:        14  
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vierya, Spizzirri, Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Elton, Vargas.






Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     0





There being Fourteen (14) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

 Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Patoska to approve Mike Anastasia to get information on the Tax Anticipation Warrant.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.
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Judiciary Committee – Ald. Vargas, Chairman

Insurance loss fund disbursement for the month of November 2009 will be forward to the Finance Committee.

Incident regarding water damage at a residence located at 2624 Broadway is still under review from Committee.

The City is offering two new plans for Health Insurance.  

Plan A with a $250.00 deductable. $75.00 if single/$150 per family per month.  Plan B with a $1000.00 deductible no contribution by employee.

Health Savings Account – high deductable of $2500.00 per calendar year, $500.00 for single and $1000.00 for family coverage.  No co-payments free from here on everything after $2500.00 are covered by insurance.  It is just like an IRA; interest is tax free and taken with employee when retires.

An account would be set up at local bank with no charge or minimum balance.

Mobile Home Park Regulations – the City is awaiting responses from local communities regarding regulation and code enforcements. 

Treasurer Bilotto asked what the status was on second division vehicles and Committee stated they are still awaiting information from Illinois Secretary of States Office.

Public Comment – Mrs. Green wanted the minutes of the last City Council Meeting to be clarified.  She asserts that she is not negative about the City of Blue Island but instead inquisitive.  She wants things only to be done the right way.  Citizens need to be informed about what is going on in their neighborhood.  She just wants to make Blue Island better and for the City to be proactive.

Next meeting – Tuesday, January 5, 2010 at 5:00 p.m.– East Annex

                      
Public Health & Safety Committee – Ald. Ostling, Chairman

No Report.

Sergeant Morey will attend the next meeting to address the issue regarding railroad crossing with the schools.
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Next meeting – Tuesday, December 15, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.- Lower Level of the Police Department.






Municipal Services Committee – Ald. Janko, Chairman

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Rita to approve an Ordinance to be drafted for a handicapped sign for 12733 Division Street.

Upon a motion, the Mayor declared the motion carried.  

Water Department Superintendent Kozlowski reported that the resurfacing of 136th Street and Thornton Road is 99% completed and that landscaping is being completed.  Storm drains that have been added will prevent past problems of standing water.  He also reported that a new camera system has been installed in the water pumping stations.  This system now allows for continuous monitoring even while off site via any secure networked computer.  Superintendent Kozlowski also reported that he is reviewing a software upgrade for the water departments billing system.  This upgrade will help manage calculations for delinquency charges on past due water bills. The water department will be strictly enforcing past due and delinquent accounts.  Residents are reminded to contact the water department if they are delinquent to prevent shut-offs.

Public Works superintendent Stachulak reported that leaf pick up would be ceasing the first week of December.  Public Works was able to get the entire city picked up.  Public Works is now preparing equipment for snow removal.  The Superintendent reported that the city has secured approximately 900 tons of salt (400 tons on premise with an additional 00 on order).  The salt has been secured at substantial savings with respect to last years cost.  All residents are reminded that snow route enforcement will be enforced when snow reaches 2 inches or greater, residents parking on snow routes are asked to park off street or on adjacent side streets so that snow routes can be cleared curb to curb.

The Committee discussed a complaint from residents who indicated that employee from the Blue Island Medical Center are parking on the streets around the Medical Center rather than in the Medical Center parking lot. The Committee will follow up with the Police Department.
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Citizens wishing to be heard: resident Ronald Young discussed the need for a Community safety Committee he asked that the City work with other entities (schools, park districts and businesses) and citizens to enhance community safety and safety awareness related to railroads throughout the community.  The Committee members indicated that we all remain committed to supporting safety awareness programs throughout the community.

Next meeting – Tuesday, January 5, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. - East Annex

Community Development – Ald. Natalino, Chairman

No Report.

Next meeting – Tuesday, January 5, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.- 

East Annex.

Recreation Committee – Ald. Stone, Chairman

Rec Center Director Pam Vidovic was attending a seminar on Public Facilities and the H1N1 Virus.

Golf Course Business:

Jerry reported the Golf Course experienced the best September in the history of the Meadows, October was just average with only 9 playable days and November receipts were $42,750.00 with 18 ½ playable days.

Jerry stated that the plan for the winter months is to keep staff to a minimum for golfers who come out and play on decent days.

To-dos include filling potholes on the driving range doing needed maintenance on golf carts in preparation for spring.

He also supplied the Committee with the following information:

· He will have more information on how many carts will be traded in by the spring.

· There is one major cart path run to do at 3 & 8.

· The drainage project at #10 is completed

· There has been discussion regarding starting a sod farm between the 11th tee and the 10th fairway.
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· Tees on holes 2 and 3 need to be re-leveled.

· The course winterization has been completed.

· There are 6 to 7 parties scheduled for the near future.

Recreation Center Business:

November receipts were $1,640.00

The FOP Christmas party is December 5th from 12-2 p.m.

Tea with Mrs. Santa is on December 12th.

The heat exchanger went out and ½ the heat had to be turned off.  The part needed to fix it will arrive on Thursday, December 3rd.  The cost repair is going to be around $4,000.00.

Next meeting – Wednesday, January 6, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. – 

East Annex.

CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

REGARDING THIS EVENING BUSINESS

Candice Carr of 12523 Fairview Avenue asked when the walking patrol would start and if anything can be done with people who park along 

Western Avenue when it’s snows so that the plows can get through.

Dave Synowski asked if his street could become a residential parking only street due to the church on Maple renting out their hall to people who live out of town and that leaves no parking for residents.

Ald. Rita asked if there was any way resident could get handicapped parking signs any faster.
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ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Hall to adjourn the meeting.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled for 

January 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.



_________________________________






Pam Frasor, City Clerk

APPROVED BY ME THIS

28TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2009.

_________________________________

Donald E. Peloquin, Mayor
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