




















































































Public Health & Safety Committee Report 

for the Meeting of July 11
th

, 2017 
 

Present were Director John Rita, Chief James Klinker, Deputy Chief Michael Cornell, Commander Kevin Sisk, 

Commander Jason Slattery, Alderman George Poulos, Alderman Ken Pittman, Alderman Kevin Donahue, 

Alderman Dexter Johnson, and myself. The meeting was called to order at 6:00p.m. 

 

Approval of Previous Meetings Minutes 

 

There was a motion to approve the minutes of the June 20
th

, 2017 meeting by Alderman Poulos, second by 

Alderman Donahue, motion carried. 

 

Citizens’ Concerns 
 

There were no citizens present 

 

Fire Department Report 

 

The Fire Department had 332 calls in June, 240 were EMS calls 

 

They responded to 11 general fire alarms, and 27 minor fire alarms. 

 

They responded to 24 auto aid calls, most calls were from Posen. 

 

They had 25 calls to man the station. 

 

They received 5 mutual aid response calls. 3 fire, 1 ambulance, and 1 boat 

 

Medical Reimbursement Services for June was $38,080.94 

 

Fire Recovery paid $0.00 in June. 

 

False Fire Alarms Fees collected in June $0.00 

 

During the month of June the Fire Department was called out on two factory fires in Alsip, two structure fires in 

Blue Island, one brush fire box alarm, one fryer fire at Burger King, one structure fire in a condominium in 

Alsip, one Dive Box call at Canal at Ashland, one auto accident at Bev Lab and one Vehicle fire. 

 

General 
 

The Fire Department assisted at the Dragon Boat Race Event with Marine 2. 

They held a Fire Safety Presentation at Salvation Army Day Camp. 

They gave a tour of Fire Station #1 to the Cub Scout Troop 

They participated in the Fill the Boot Drive (Next Dates are July 28
th

 and August 25
th

. 

They gave a tour of Fire Station #1 to the Park District Day Camp. 

There will be the BIPFA Fundraiser at The Thunderbolts Game on August 25
th

, tickets are $10 each and for sale 

at the Fire House. 

 

Maintenance 
 

Truck 2104 is back in service. 

Engine 2123 is at Fire Service Incorporated for engine work. 



2 

 

Fire Prevention 

 

Fire Prevention Inspectors completed 18 annual inspections, 0 sprinkler inspections, 0 fire alarm inspections, 0 

site inspection, 0 plan review and 0 license inspections.   

 

Training 
 

The training division completed 480.75 hours of training for the month of June. 

The Fire Department participated in Active Shooter/Mass Casualty Incident Drill in Alsip at the Swap-O-Rama. 

Chief Klinker and Lieutenant Zelinski participated in CSX Crisis Management Tabletop Exercise at Alsip FD. 

 

Grants 
 

The Fire Department is still awaiting word on the grants applied for. 

2016 Regional Grant Application for 12 Lead Monitors applied for by Merrionette Park,  

2016 SAFER Grant Application for Manpower. 

2016 AFG Grant Application for Fire Engine. 

 

Police Department 

 

The funds for the AED’s have been received and the devices were ordered about two weeks ago.  The Police 

Department expects the AED’s to arrive in the next week and training will begin for everyone in the Police 

Department to operate the device.  There will be a total 7 AED’s. 

 

There has been a change in the officer’s training program which includes a sergeant overseeing the program and 

a new Field Training Officer Program which should allow the Police Department to put more Part Time Officers 

on the street sooner.  The Police Department recently added 3 new FTO’s which will help assist with this 

endeavor. 

 

Bob Jackson has praised the efforts of Part Time Officer Buchanan with his interaction with the residents that 

come to the John D. Rita Recreation Center.  Officer Buchanan plays sports with the children and talks to the 

adults about issues in the neighborhood.  Officer Buchanan is quick to help everyone, and mans the Police 

Department Substation several times a week. Mr. Jackson calls Officer Buchanan a valuable asset to the 

department and feels he is worthy of recognition. 

Alderman Poulos commented that it sounds like he puts in a lot of volunteer time.  Alderman Carr mentioned 

that she has never heard anything but positive reports about him. 

 

In June, the Police Department answered 2395 calls for service including 319 business premise checks, 55 of 

which were liquor establishment checks.   

 

Stats/Cases of Interest 
 

No substantiated Alarm Calls 

    2 Armed Robberies  

    0 Robberies 

    6 Residential Burglaries 

    0 Shots fire calls  
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249 Traffic Stops 

     

Total money collected for the month of June was $7539.58   

 

14,620 miles patrolled. 

 

There were 6 felony arrests, and 28 misdemeanor arrests. 

 

Calls of Interest 

 

On June 18, 2017 Officers responded to two different Armed Robberies within a half hour of each other.  The 

first incident occurred at approximately 10:45pm in the 2700 block of 139
th

 St.  The second incident occurred at 

11:00pm in the area of Greenwood and Birdsall. In both incidents, the occupants/offenders of a Buick Century 

exited the vehicle and approached the victim with guns. The offenders fled the scene and leads were cold. 

During the investigation, Detectives Werniak and Robitz found a video camera that captured the offender’s car 

leaving the scene of the crime.  The license plate was not readable but there was noticeable damage on the 

vehicle. 

Approximately one week later, Detectives Werniak and Robitz observed a similar vehicle with similar damage 

and stopped the vehicle.  The driver was taken into custody.  While in custody, Detectives obtained a search 

warrant for the car and the offender’s cell phone.  Proceeds of one of the robberies was recovered from the car 

and video of one of the Armed Robberies was on the offender’s cell phone.  The offender admitted to being 

involved and gave up the names of the other offenders.  He also told Detectives where the weapons were 

hidden.  The Detective Division, Commander Slattery, and Deputy Chief Cornell went to the address in Calumet 

Park and recovered two high powered rifles that were used in the robberies. The investigation is ongoing. 

 

Alderman Poulos remarked that the Police Department saves lives by following up on these crimes. 

 

Liquor Establishment Calls 
 

There were four subject removals and one fight call in the month of June. 

 

Training 

 

Corporal Navarro attended a class on Police Supervision Liability in Skokie. 

Corporal Sepessy attended a class on Scene Processing for Evidence Technicians at Westmont PD. 

Sergeant Haro and Officer Strezo attended a class on recent case law at Bolingbrook PD. 

Officers Padron and Stahmer attended SSERT training. 

 

Officer Highlights 

 

The Detective Division has taken four guns off the street in the month of June.  It was a great job by all this 

month.  Deputy Chief Cornell expressed his pride in the Police Department. 

 

Miscellaneous: 

 

Events 

 

Kid Community Day was held at Bethel Church on July 15
th

. 
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The FOP Golf outing was held July 21
st
. 

National Night Out is August 1
st
. 

 

911 Center 
 

The 911 Center received 7214 calls in the month of June. 

 

Commander Sisk gave the aldermen an opportunity to review the Contract with the Orland Fire Protection 

District. 

 

Monthly Health and Sanitation Report 
 

In the month of June 22 Health and Sanitation Inspections were done. The only major issues encountered were 

at Affordable Recovery and Pollo Locuas.  Pollo Locuas has addressed their issues, and Affordable Recovery is 

in the process of addressing their issues. 

 

Discussion of the Ordinance Dissolving the City’s Emergency Telephone System Board 

 

Commander Sisk explained that at the point we dissolve the City’s 911 Center the ETSB will be dissolved and 

the surcharge money will go to the Cook County 911 Center.  The County will then refund half the funds to 

Blue Island. 

 

Motion by Alderman Pittman, second by Alderman Poulos, motion carried. 

 

Civil Service Commission 

 

Director Rita expressed his concern that the current Civil Service Commission only has one member.  This fall, 

we need to do testing for Fire and Police, Director Rita wanted to make us aware that without a Civil Service 

Commission appointed by the Mayor, we cannot hire Police and Firefighters.  

 

Aldermen’s Concerns 

 

Alderman Johnson expressed concern that by transferring our 911 service to the County that our 911 calls would 

be handled by Chicago.  Director Rita assured him that this was not the case. 

Alderman Johnson expressed concern about our 911 employees and their employment options. Director Rita 

explained that employees are being given the opportunity to work for the County 911 Center. 

Alderman Johnson thanked Director Rita for the grass mowing that took place in California Gardens. 

 

There was a motion to adjourn by Alderman Pittman, second by Alderman Poulos, motion carried. Meeting was 

adjourned at 6:31pm 

 

 

Our next regular meeting will be Tuesday, August 8th, at 6:00 pm in the East Annex. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Candace Carr    

6
th

 Ward Alderman 

 


