








































































































































Community Development Committee Report 
for Meeting on September 17, 2015 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm 
 
Present:  Ald. Hawley, Bilotto, Carr, Ostling, Pitman and Johanson 
Absent:  Ald. Rita, Ostling, Frausto 
Also Present: Director Rita, Bob Jackson, Jason Berry, Sean Terry, Sean Halloran, Lisa Miranda and 

Alan Stevo 
 
 
 
There was no Public Comment. 
 
There was no Old Business. 
 

 
Lisa Miranda spoke about Rebuilding Together City of Chicago. They choose each year a neighborhood in Chicago and a 
suburb. This year, they are working in the Austin neighborhood and Blue Island. There are income requirements and they 
must live in the home as their primary residence. They do a lot of interior repair work. They cannot do major structural or 
sewage repairs. They are looking to do 10 or 15 homes in Blue Island. The date is April 30, 2016. Generally elderly 
homeowners on a fixed income are targeted, but if there is a young family that meets the income requirements, they will 
work with them. 
 
Jason Berry presented the Building and Planning Report for August 2015. Revenues for the month of August was 
$42,232.48. Total revenues for the eight month period ended August 31, 2015 is $320,249.21. Amounts are similar to the 
same period last year. There were a total of 288 Violations brought to Housing Court in August with total fines issued of 
$115,600.00.  
 
Approved business licenses in August include: 
 
De La Rosa’s Best Deals, 12157 Western Ave. They are a wholesale retail establishment, providing sale and distribution 
of proprietary formulated soap and other related cleaning and cookware supplies, clothing and jewelry. They will be open 
Monday through Sunday, 9 am to 8 pm. 
 
New business license applications in August include: 
 
Imperial Events, LLC, 11930 Western Ave., #2C. They are a wedding planning and wedding rental business offering 
complete event planning services and rental of wedding dresses and accessories. They will be open 10 am to 8 pm 
Monday through Wednesday, 10 am to 10 pm on Thursday and Friday, 7 am to 12 noon on Saturday and by appointment 
on Sunday. 
 
William’s Automotive, 1800 Vermont St. This is a Change of Ownership of an existing business (Frank’s Auto), to 
operate a general automotive repair and maintenance business. They will be open 8 am to 6 pm Monday through Friday 
and Saturday 8 am to 3 pm. 
 
Mi Homestead, 12126 Vincennes. They are looking to operate a retail food store. They will be open 7 days a week from 7 
am to 9 pm. They will not be serving liquor or prepared food, but there is a food prep area in the plans. They have been 
informed of additional inspections required if they will be serving food. They need to get a Special Use Permit for this 
location. 
 
Vargas Auto Sale, 12140 Western Ave. This is a used car sales lot. Plans for improvements and evidence of lot acquisition 
and a property survey has been requested. 
 



J & L Multiservices, 12720 Western Ave, 1R. This is a Change of Ownership from El Nogal/Sandy Jewelry to sell phones 
and supply of business support (payment, paper copies, fax transmission, etc.). They will be open 7 days a week from 9 
am to 8 pm. 
 
Other business updates include The Corner Store, 12458 Maple was damaged by a car accident. An inspection occurred of 
the property and a list of repairs and window replacements were given. A follow up inspection on September 15th revealed 
the repairs had been made. 
 
A synopsis of Code Enforcement issues was also presented. 
 
Mr. Jackson gave a report of activities. They are looking to move forward with facility rental and usage. There has been 
conversations with the Park District about running programs at the Rec Center. We would need an Inter-governmental 
agreement. They have posted a position for Project Manager to oversee the repairs for the Rec Center. He will be getting 
bids from various contractors for the work. They are seeking direction as to how to rent the facility and what to do. Mr. 
Jackson had a copy of the rental agreements from the Park District and Calumet Township. 
 
Sean Halloren reported there will be 25 trees planted along Canal between Western and Chatham. They have been 
donated. BITV is updating and doing more videos every week. 
 
The Business Development Grant application was passed out and gone through. This will begin to get out to businesses 
within the District shortly. It’s a fairly straight-forward and easy application. It will be a pdf fillable form downloadable 
from the City website as well. We will be promoting every project that is approved by Community Development, Finance 
and the City Council. We’ll show before and after pictures and a description of the work to be done. 
 
Mr. Berry has met individually with the Ad-Hoc Business Owner Committee keeping them appraised of progress. It’s 
hard getting a time that is good for all of them to meet. The first payment is coming in October from July. 
 
Alderman Concerns 
 
Ald. Johanson asked about publicizing work in the 7th Ward on the Web and FB to show all of the good things that are 
happening. The Jewel property plan is still moving forward. They will be putting a “Coming Soon” sign and an 
“Available” sign on the old building site. Nothing yet on Walgreens. 
 
Hollywood Video property is working on their parking lot. 
 
There being no further business, it was moved by Ald. Pitman and seconded by Ald. Bilotto to adjourn. Motion passed 
and the meeting was adjourned at 8:01 pm. 
 
The next meeting will be Thursday, October 15th at 7:00 pm in the City Council Chambers. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tom Hawley, Chairman 
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