
Community Development Committee Report 

for Meeting on June 12, 2013 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm 

 

Present: Aldermen Hawley, Vieyra, Bilotto, Carr, Ostling, Frausto 

Absent: Alderman Thompson 

 

Also Present: Fire Chief Terry Vrshek, Building Commissioner Robert Adams, Planning Director Nick 

Crite, City Treasurer Bilotto, Business Owners Patricia Montgomery, Delia Gonzalez, 

Dan Fisher, Fred Moor, Alfredo Gonzalez, Juan Gallegos, Mitch Simborg and Fred 

Moore. 

 

First Business on the agenda was Body Craft and Rebuild, 13830 Harrison. No one was present as it 

has been referred to the Plan Commission because all body shops per the Blue Island Plan are 

considered Special Use and must go through the Plan Commission and Zoning. 

 

Tuscan Grill, 13000 Western Ave. No one was present, they had called earlier in the day and said they 

would not be there. 

 

Dotty’s, 12601 Western Ave. Dan Fisher presented a brochure about the chain. Dotty’s has been around 

22 years primarily in the west coast. They have over 150 locations in Montana, Nevada and Oregon. 

They are looking to open 25 locations in Illinois in the next month or two. They are a 50’s style café 

with full service restaurant with 25 seats and offer video gaming open from 9 am to 11 pm. It caters to 

mainly women aged 30 to 50. They are applying for a liquor license to serve beer and wine. There is no 

bar, no bar seats. They have never had a liquor license revoked. Mostly serves coffee and soda with food 

and the gaming. They are waiting for gaming licenses to open locations in Lemont, Crestwood, 

Waukegan, South Elgin, Melrose Park, Matteson and 2 in Oak Forest. The Crestwood location is close 

to opening. Building Commissioner Adams said he contacted the property owner asking him to fix the 

parking lot before allowing Dotty’s to open, he was emailed and told it was supposed to be resurfaced 

by June 20th. After further questions, it was moved by Ald. Ostling and seconded by Ald. Bilotto to 

table this business application to the July 10
th

 meeting to check on the status of the Liquor License and 

parking lot repairs. A visit to the Crestwood location would be appreciated. Motion carried. Bldg. 

Commissioner Adams will work with Mr. Fisher to arrange an evening visit. 

 

New Look Hair Salon, 13046 Western Ave. Delia Gonzalez was present. She is interested in opening a 

hair salon. They will be selling products at the salon. They are starting with hair and waxing only, but 

may add massage services, possible makeup with weddings, etc. They need to build out the location and 

request final inspections, etc. Motion made by Ald. Vieyara and second by Ald. Bilotto to approve 

pending final fire and building department inspections, getting final signage approved, a sales tax 

number and scavenger information on file with the Building Department. Motion carried. 

 

Power Cutz, 12832 Western Ave. has decided not to open in Blue Island. 

 

La Dolce Bakery, 13442 Western Ave. Juan Gallegos was present. They will be baking cakes, pastries, 

cookies and coffee or Mexican drink. Preliminary inspections have been completed. Discussion about 

the exterior, parking and build out plans occurred. Any changes to the façade needs to go through the 

Historic Preservation Commission. There is a safety issue with the porch on the back. Motion made to 

approve pending final building inspections, health inspections and fire inspections by Ald. Ostling, 

seconded by Ald. Frausto. Signage will need to be approved by Planning. Motion carried. 

 



Sold After Staging, 12906 Maple Ave. Patricia Montgomery was present. This business will go in and 

stage a residence for sale. She has a background in real estate and has staged model homes. She will 

work with the sellers real estate agent or the sellers to consult and/or stage the home. She will either 

stage homes using existing furniture or rent furniture which will be delivered directly to the home. 

Nothing will be stored at her residence and she will not be meeting with clients at her home. The 

Planning Department recommends approval of this business. Motion made by Ald. Bilotto and seconded 

by Ald. Carr to approve this home business. Motion carried. 

 

ARM Marketing, solicitors. Did not attend. 

 

Dream Bags, 13636 Western Ave (Libby Building). The Building Department has issues with the rear 

exit of their location and Chief Vrshek has an issue with the fire alarm. The second exit from the 

building and safe passage from their location all the way outside for all 3 floors. There are fire doors that 

needed to be installed that need closers and need to be closed. They were propped open on the last 

inspection. Mr. Simborg said he would install closers. The doors need to remain closed. Mr. Simborg is 

prepared to order the fire escape. Plans need to be submitted to the Fire Department and it will be 

ordered in the next few days. The fire alarms will be repaired. There needs to be lighting on the roof as 

well and he is prepared to install them. There are no issues with Dream Bags. Their business license is 

temporary pending the issues with the building being taken care of. Motion made by Ald. Ostling and 

seconded by Ald. Vieyara to extend their temporary license for 30 more days. They were asked to come 

back in July after inspections for everything has been taken care of by Mr. Simborg for final approval of 

their business license. 

 

Fun & Cocktails, 1859 127
th

 St. Fred Moore, building owner was present. They were asked to come 

before the committee to discuss progress on their project. They had received an extension to June 3, 

2013 to have the parking lot paved, kitchen and bathrooms complete and the bowling alley to be coming 

along to be open by September 15
th

. Their liquor license was to be suspended. It is up June 30
th

. As of 

June 4
th

, the parking lot has been paved, the bathrooms were done, but there is a punch list of items that 

need to be attended to, the kitchen has not been started and the bowling alleys have not been touched. 

There have been problems with kitchen contractors. After much discussion, it was moved by Ald. 

Vieyara and seconded by Ald. Ostling to give a FINAL extension to August 14, 2013. By this time, the 

punch list for the bathrooms needs to be completed and the kitchen needs to be completed, Food and 

Service Sanitation license needs to be on file with the Building Department and all inspections, 

including Health Inspection, need to be passed and a status report on the progress of the bowling alleys. 

 

La Finka, 1964 Vermont St. Alfredo Gonzalez, new owner, was present. Mr. Gonzalez took over the 

business on May 4
th

 and was unaware that he needed to complete the business license process. They are 

planning on changing their name but are trying to come up with a new one. They have transferred the 

Liquor License already through the mayor. Signage needs to be submitted to Planning and Jason Berry 

for approval and all awnings need to come down immediately. A temporary sign can go up, but can only 

be up for 30 days. Fire, Building and Health inspections need to be done by July 10, 2013. Motion made 

by Ald. Vieyara and seconded by Ald. Carr to grant a temporary license until July 10
th

 at which time all 

inspections should be done, the awnings should be down with new signage plans submitted. Motion 

carried. 

 

BIPC, LLC, 13403 Ann St. Ald. Jairo Frausto was present. This is a home computer consulting/PC 

repair business he is starting. No customers will be coming to the home. He will be an authorized 

reseller of different computer companies. He has 13 years experience and works currently at MVCC in 

their IT Department. He mostly will do onsite calls, he may bring computers back for repair. This is part 

time. Motion made by Ald. Ostling and seconded by Ald. Vieyara to approve the home business. Motion 

carried with Ald. Frausto abstaining. 

 



George Crosby, 2157 W 123
rd

 St. He has submitted a fence plan for his home. He is going with a 6 ft. 

chain-link fence, replacing a 4 ft existing chain-link fence. His property abuts Vincennes Ave. and will 

have slats in it. The fence will be close to the sidewalk and will not go beyond the front of the house. 

Motion made by Ald. Frausto and seconded by Ald. Vieyara to approve the fence plan as presented by 

the Building Department. Motion carried. 

 

Chief Vrshek brought up the building at 2830 Vermont St. owned by Mr. Simborg. The building is in 

bad shape and needs some problems addressed. Mitch Simborg or the property manager is to be asked to 

come back to committee regarding this property. 

 

Mr. Adams presented the Building Department report for May 2013: 

 

 May 2013 

 

 Building Permits Issued 137 

 Apartment Inspections 41 

 Residential Inspections 55 

 Commercial Inspections 16 

 Letter of Conditions 7 

 Demand Notices - 

 Court Summons Issued 12 

 Complaints Checked 45 

 Not Approved for Occupancy 30 

 Code Violation door tags 60 

 Notice of Christmas Decorations - 

 Stop Work Notices - 

 Housing Court Fines Issued $1,750.00 

 Vacant Properties Registered 12 

 Vacant Properties Inspected 9 

 

The revision of the Business Application Process discussion was tabled until the July 10
th

 meeting. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:11 pm. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 10
th

 at 7 pm in the City Council Chambers. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tom Hawley, Chairman 

 


