
Community Development Committee Report 
for Meeting on June 22, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm 

 

Present:  Ald. Hawley, Bilotto, Rita, Carr, Ostling, Frausto and Johanson 

Absent:   Ald. Pitman 

Also Present: City Clerk Randy Heuser, Treasurer Carmine Bilotto, Director Rita, Director 

Houlf, Planner Jason Berry, Sean Halloran 

 

 

There was no Public Comment. 

 

Ald. Hawley welcomed Ald. Rita, Pitman and Johanson to the Community Development meeting. 

 

Building and Planning Supervisor, Jason Berry, presented reports for April and May for Building 

Department and the listing of Approved Business License Applications. 

 

Revenues for the month of April were $31,991.00 and for May were $48,951.50. As of the five month period ended May 

31, 2015, the total revenues from all Building Department sources was $158,121.38. There were a total of 65 Violations 

heard in Housing Court in April and 72 heard in May with total fines issued of $10,950.00. 

 

New Business Licenses approved include: All In One Wireless, 12255 Western Ave, which was just registering new 

ownership and related change of business name from Cricket Wireless to All In One Wireless; Bread and Bottle, 2230 W 

119
th
 St which was approved to continue operation as an existing special use retail under new ownership; and Pilich 

Station Grill, 12739 Sacramento Ave, was approved as an existing special use eating establishment offering fast service 

dine in and carry out restaurant. 

 

There was an application for Comcast to go door to door to solicit business. These types of requests should come to 

Community Development Committee and then brought to City Council with or without the recommendation of the 

Committee. 

 

Ald. Ostling asked about hours and other restrictions being passed on to the new owners of the Bread and Bottle. Ald. 

Johanson said he and Ald. Thompson have met with the new owners and they are working on cleaning up the business. If 

there are any problems noted by anyone, please contact Dir. Houlf. 

 

Mr. Berry also presented a synopsis of Code Enforcement. 

 

Discussion about Boca Bar. They were granted a Class A Liquor License in the fall. They have been working on building 

issues and did get a permit for a temporary sign. How is the process started? It does make sense if you want to open a bar, 

it would make sense to get the Liquor License first. The space is a permitted use for that area. 

 

The Lyric has been stalled for a bit. The last conversation was in March. They are looking into the cost of sprinkling the 

Building. Mr. Berry will reach out to them and find out where they are at. 

 

Mr. Jackson gave a report for the Recreation Center. He has been getting a lot of requests from citizens and other groups 

about using the facilities. There are a number of questions about what direction we would like to go with the Rec Center. 

They are getting requests for picnics, flea markets, softball leagues, volleyball, etc. There are a lot of repairs that need to 

be done before it can be used and/or rented. The Park District has expressed interest, but they need to know soon. Dir. 

Rita said he doesn’t think it will be ready for this Fall. Other groups like the Boys and Girls Clubs of America have also 

expressed interest in running programs there at no cost to the City. After much discussion, we are looking for the Center 

to be utilized as much as possible, preferably by Blue Island residents. Agreements and rates can be developed by looking 

at other similar Centers.  

 

Sean Halloran presented a Communications Report. They are trying to coordinate all of the different means of 

communication with the public. Using and linking the Website, Facebook Page and Channel 4 to get information out in a 



coordinated way is the number one priority for him. He has had success in the past couple of weeks with increased traffic 

on the website and Facebook. 

 

The Business Development District starts on July 1
st
. They have been working diligently on verifying addresses of the 

businesses included in the District. We are looking for input from the Business Community through an established 

Advisory Board. After discussion, it was decided that it would be an Ad Hoc Committee with five members. Mr. Berry 

will reach out to members of the Business Community who expressed interest in serving on such a committee in March 

and recommend members. They will work on prioritizing projects and give input for potential projects and make 

recommendations to the Community Development and Finance Committees. Ald. Bilotto and Hawley both stress that any 

streetscape improvements must have a maintenance component to it so that it does not fall on Public Works to do the 

routine maintenance. They are stretched thin as it is. 

 

The regular meeting time for the Community Development Committee will be the 3
rd

 Thursday of every month at 7 pm in 

the City Council Chambers. 

 

It was moved by Ald. Carr and seconded by Ald. Bilotto to retire to Closed Session. Motion passed. 

 

*********CLOSED SESSION********* 

 

It was moved by Ald. Bilotto and seconded by Ald. Ostling to reconvene the regular at 9:24 pm. Motion passed. 

 

There being no more business for the night, it was moved by Ald. Carr and seconded by Ald. Ostling to adjourn. Motion 

passed and the meeting was adjourned at 9:26 pm. 

 

The next meeting will be Thursday, July 16
th
 at 7 pm in City Council Chambers. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tom Hawley, Chairman 

  



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 


