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JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING

OF THE

REGULAR MEETING, MAY 26, 2009

CALL TO ORDER                          The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Blue 

                                                            Island was called to order by Mayor Donald E. Peloquin at 


7:00 p.m. on May 26, 2009.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL                                    Roll Call indicates the following:

Present:   13      
Ald. Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Elton, Vargas, Cantelo.

Absent:     1

Ald. Rita.





Present Also:     
Pam Frasor, City Clerk

                                                                          
Peter Murphy, City Attorney

                                                                         
Carmine Bilotto, City Treasurer

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING      Moved by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Vieyra the Journal 


Of Proceedings for the regular meeting on May 12, 2009


 is accepted as printed.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

REPORT OF CITY OFFICIALS

  Mayor 

ANNUAL BUSINESS REPORT
Motion by Ald. Elton, second by Ald. Ruthenberg to approve Daniel Savino’s 2008-2009 annual Business License Report.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

RAIL GRILL AT TGIF
Motion by Ald. Patoska, second by Ald. Janko to approve Ald. Cathy Spizzirri’s request to continue having her restaurant, Rail Grill, take part of the TGIF picnics.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.
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Mayor Peloquin invited Mary Poulsen to approach the podium for a presentation.

LAWRENCE GROUP
Mary Poulsen, the Marketing Director for the City of Blue Island, introduced a contract for the Lawrence Group to Council.  She explained that because the City of Blue Island is a Preserve America Community, we were able to apply for some grant funds.  We received $200,000.00 in grant money and a portion of that money, $20,000 is dedicated to hiring a company to develop Culture Heritage Brand Identity and Heritage Tourism Marketing Plan for Blue Island. She went on to explain what this plan was and how they came to choose the Lawrence Group.  

AGREEMENT
Mary Poulsen stated that Mr. Murphy, the City’s Attorney has looked over the agreement and would like Council’s approval to enter into an agreement with the Lawrence Group

Motion by Ald. Vargas, second by Ald. Ruthenberg to approve.

On the Question: 

Ald. Hall asked what exactly is Culture Heritage Brand Identity.

Mary Poulsen explained that this company will be coming into Blue Island and have public meetings to determine what is the City Cultural Brand Image with all the History that is here to determine who we are and what we are.  The Company will help the City determine what would be our Identity, and with that they will develop a logo and tag lines that we could use.

Ald. Ostling asked if this was a matching grant.

Mary Poulsen stated yes it is a matching grant, but an in kind with our hours not financial. 

Ald. Stone asked if this organization has done this with other Communities.

Mary Poulsen stated yes they have and she will get that information for Council.

Ald. Vieyra asked if this is to target getting new businesses in town or is this just to let the other Communities know what we are.
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Mary Poulsen stated it would be a little of both and that this is only a small portion of the grant money being used, so there will be more.

Ald. Vieyra asked if a committee would be formed of residents and businesses in order to put there in put into this.

Mary Poulsen stated definitely into the branding portion of this.

Ayes:      13                Ald. Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Elton, Vargas, Cantelo.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Rita.









 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

WORKSHOP
Mary Poulsen announced there would be a Public Workshop on Redevelopment and Community Health. This is to determine which health and quality of life issues are most important for the City of Blue Island. This will be on Wednesday, June 10, 2009 at the Blue Island Public Library at 6:15 to 8:45.

There will be a celebration and dedication for the Calumet Sag Trail on June 6, 2009, Burnham at 1:30 and at Blue Island Fay’s Point at 3:30.

PERMIT FEES WAIVED
Mayor Peloquin announced that he had received requests from the Eagle’s Lodge and School District #130 for Horse Mann and Lincoln School for the City to waive their Building Permit Fees.

Motion by Ald. Vieyra, second by Ald. Natalino to approve request.

Ayes:      13                Ald. Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Elton, Vargas, Cantelo.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0
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                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Rita.









 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

SEWER SYSTEM POLLUTION
Mayor Peloquin commended Superintendent Gary Kozlowski in PREVENTION PLAN 

knowing the City’s sewer system better than anyone else, and would 

like approval to adopt the combined sewer system pollution prevention plan that would up grade our sewer system.

Motion by Ald. Ruthenberg, second by Ald. Patoska to adopt.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

APPOINTMENTS
The Mayor requested approval for the Re-Appointments for the next 3 years for the following:

Plan Commission – Bill Fahrenwald and Earl Nagel

Blue Island Library Board – Mary Martino, Gloria Rose and Perry Recker

Zoning Board of Appeals – Willie Scott

Civil Service – Lorretta Hauschild and Ron Murray

Historic Preservation – Dr. Wayne Wolf and Jason Berry

Motion by Ald. Elton, second by Ald. Hall to approve Appointments.

Ayes:      13                Ald. Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Elton, Vargas, Cantelo.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Rita.









 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

EXECUTVE SESSION
Mayor Peloquin announced there would be Executive Session following the regular meeting to discuss 119th St. Property future development plans along with legal matters that Mr. Murphy has.
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Questions To The Mayor’s Office

Ald. Janko thanked Police Chief Hoglund for his memorandum for all shifts on the enforcement of the loud music and regarding lawns that are over 6 inches, could there be a message put on the water bills to remind the residents to maintain their property.

The Mayor stated that if the grass is to long the City would cut it and bill the homeowner.

Ald. Janko requested permission for the 2009 Blue Island Driving to Dixie use of the York Street Parking Lot on Saturday, June 20, 2009.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Patoska to approve.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Ald. Vargas had concerns with the maintenance of 119th & Vincennes with the debris and also the boarded up building that is south of Montell looks like there are boards that are down. Also Ald. Vargas received a letter from the Principal of St. Benedict School, Ms. Reyes with her requesting permission to close off York Street on September 26, 2009 for their annual picnic.

Mayor Peloquin stated that there would be a problem blocking off York Street and that he would call Father Ishmael regarding this.

The Mayor stated that regarding 119th Street, he has submitted letters on the demolition of those buildings and will pursue it.

Bids

No Bids.

City Clerk

BOY SCOUT REQUEST
Boy Scouts of America Troop 788 will be at the Blue Island Park District but is requesting permission to schedule a race within the following boundaries of 127th on the north, Grove Street on the south, Gregory Street on the east and California Avenue on the west and also request Fire, Police and Police K-9 unit along with Paramedics to be on hand and would like the Mayor and Aldermen to visit the events.
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ROCKETS TAG DAY
Illinois Rockets Basketball Team is requesting tag days for June 6th & 7th and June 13th & 14th.

BETHEL CHURCH TAG DAY
Bethel Pentecostal Church is requesting tag days for June 27th and July 4th.

Mayor Peloquin stated that with the Parade and Fireworks the traffic would be horrendous. 

Ald. Janko asked Clerk Frasor if we could ask them to reconsider the tag day for the 4th of July.

Clerk Frasor stated that she would call them on this.

TAG DAY ON 4TH DENIED
Mayor Peloquin stated on July 4th with all that is going on, he couldn’t allow the tag day request.

CAR SHOW AT THE FORGE
For Council’s information Hank Rusin from the Forge Pub at 3400 w. 127th Street will be having a car show on the first Sunday of every month from noon to 8 pm with the use of Nombachs parking lot across the street.

DEDICATION REQUEST FOR
Carolyn Caswell from St. Benedicts is requesting if the City 2011 VEHICLE STICKER

would consider dedicating the design for the 2011 vehicle 

sticker to commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the Blue Island Church Congregation of St. Benedicts.

Clerk Frasor stated that before this is approved, she had concerns with the other churches and would like to send them a letter to avoid any conflict.

LIBRARY REQUEST
The Blue Island Public Library is requesting permission to close the City’s Paring Lot adjacent to their facility on Tuesday, June 30th to host an outdoor pre-forth of July concert featuring the Mudcats Traditional Jazz Band.

BLOCK PARTY
A Block Party request for Maria Canchola at 2206 w. 123rd Place on the May 30th and has all the residents’ signatures.

Ald. Janko asked regarding tag days for the Rockets, are they allowed to be on private property in front of the stores like the Jewel or Dunkin Donuts.

TAG DAY STIPULATIONS
Mayor Peloquin stated that after the City approves the tag day they would need to get the stores permission and there’s a 
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stipulation that there is no tagging on 127th Street and there has to be Adult Supervision.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Hall to approve all the requests with the Mayor’s stipulation added.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.


City Treasurer

No Report.

City Attorney

ORDINANCE AMENDED 
Mr. Murphy requested permission corrected an error in Ordinance No. 09-158 for a handicapped request for Orchard Street that it should be 2435 Orchard St. not 2453 Orchard St.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Ostling to approve the correction to be made.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

RECOMMENDATION
A RECOMMENDATION FROM THE BLUE ISLAND ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS CONCERNING AN APPLICATION OF ADAM TROMBINO, REQUESTING A VARIANCE TO PERMIT CONSTRUCTION OF A DETACHED GARAGE FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2436 JAMES STREET, BLUE ISLAND, ILLINOIS. 


Motion by Ald. Ruthenberg, second by Ald. Stone to approve the Ordinance to be drafted.

On the Question:  Ald. Vieyra asked what the input of the residents in the area is and where is the water draining to that come down that waterspout.

Mr. Murphy stated that this was a public hearing and it was published in the paper and no residents attended the hearing and there were no neighborhood complaints.
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Mr. Trombino approached the podium and stated that it hasn’t been decided yet but he will work with the City and be considerate of his neighbors.

Mayor Peloquin stated that this is a situation our Community will have and in this situation if we could get the cars off the street and into garages it would be better for our trucks to go down especially for snow plowing. Mr. Mindeman, the Building Commissioner will contact and work with the builder and will contact the neighbors.

Ayes:        8                Ald. Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Hall, Johnson.

Nays:        5
Ald. Janko, Ostling, Elton, Vargas, Cantelo.






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Rita.









 

There being Eight (8) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. Murphy is requesting Council meet in Executive Session regarding on going litigations. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Finance Committee – Ald. Cantelo, Chairman 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Stone to approve 

Accounts Payable for the periods ending:

April 14, 2009 for the amount of  $200,489.24

April 28. 2009 for the amount of  $452,752.93

May 12, 2009 for the amount of   $302,508.40

May 26, 2009 for the amount of   $355,001.08

Ayes:      13                Ald. Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Hall, Johnson, Elton, Vargas, Cantelo.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0
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                                                   Absent:     1











 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.


Finance Committee – Ald. Cantelo, Chairman 

PAYROLL
Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Natalino to approve Payrolls for the periods ending:

           April 3, 2009 –   Net Pay - $225,462.99 - Total Gross - $345,714.28

                                               April 17, 2009 - Net Pay - $227,415.01 –Total Gross - $348,303.10

                                               May 15, 2009 –  Net Pay - $250,230.25 - Total Gross - $389,903.46

Ayes:      13                Ald. Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Johnson, Hall, Elton, Vargas, Cantelo.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     0









 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

APPROPRIATION DATES
Ald. Cantelo announced the following dates for the Appropriation Meetings: Monday, June 8th at 6:00 pm, Monday, June 15th at 6:00 pm and if necessary June 22nd at 6:00 pm. and Mr. Anastasia will have a drafted copy of the Appropriation that will be given to all the Alderman and will be available in the Clerk’s Office for viewing. Ald. Cantelo also apologized for being late to the Meeting.

Judiciary Committee – Ald. Vargas, Chairman

No Report.

Next meeting – Tuesday, June 2, 2009 at 5:00 pm - East Annex.
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Public Health & Safety Committee – Ald. Ostling, Chairman

Fire Department Report for March:

Emergency Medical Services: total 182, patients treated 155, patients transported 129 and 52 patients refused transport.

Total time in service 105 hours, man hours in service 242 and average call to patient contact 5.5 minutes.

Day response 105, night response 77 and grand total emergency services & fire 266.

Fire Department Report for April:

Ems total 174, patients treated 158, patients transported 140 and patients refuse transport 35.

Total time in service 111 hours, man-hours in service 250 and average call to patient contact 5.73.

Day response 98, night response 76 and grand total EMS & Fire 268.

Fema Grant applied for this is for communication equipment 8 computers for equipment and soft ware to aide dispatch this grant is for $199,000.00.

3 fire fighters taking hazmat course, 2 fire fighters in incident command.

Review of contact for copy machine being reviewed by department.

Police Department report for March:

964 parking citations issued, 522 moving citations, 23,514 miles patrolled, 3,519 cal answered and 317 traffic stops.

Total fees collected in March $81,327.28.

49 cases assigned to 5 Detectives, 2 robberies, 9 burglaries, 8 residential burglaries, 5 larcenies and 23-property damage.

36 assigned & self initiated cases resolved in March, 6 were crimes against persons, 6 robberies, 5 burglaries, 6 larcenies, 3 missing persons and 2 property damage.

Detective division made 22 arrests, 11 were felonies, 8 misdemeanors, 3 warrant service and 22 juveniles arrested.

No training scheduled, no search warrants executed and no task force call outs.

911 dispatch, day’s police call 1645, fire call 143 incoming calls 3674, afternoon police call 1621, 152 fire calls, incoming calls 3887, midnight’s police cal 935, fire call 76 and incoming calls 1586.

Police Report for April:

876 parking citations, 419 moving citations, 21,350 miles patrolled, 2912 calls answered and 283 traffic stops.

Total fees collected in April $109,808.86.

69 cases assigned to 4 detectives, 5 robberies, 15 burglaries, 7 residential burglaries, 10 larcenies and 16-property damage.
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34 assigned & self initiated cases resolved, 6 crimes against persons, 4 robberies, 6 burglaries, 4 residential burglaries, 3 larcenies and 2 missing persons.

Detective division made 14 arrests, 7 felonies, 7 misdemeanors and 13 juveniles arrested.

No training classes scheduled.

4 search warrants executed.

On April 6 task forced called out to investigate a homicide in Burnham, IL.  April 25 task force called out to investigate a homicide in Dolton, IL.

911 dispatch – day’s police calls 1748, fire calls 166, incoming calls 4072, afternoon police calls 1755, fire 149, incoming calls 4410, midnight’s police calls 1048, fire calls 83 and 1908 incoming calls.

Chief Hoglund is again using strict enforcement of the State Stature regarding loud music emanating from vehicles. Every Alderman was given a copy of the State Statue.

Next meeting – Tuesday, June 23, 2009 at 6:30 pm – Lower Level of the Police Department. 

Municipal Services Committee – Ald. Janko, Chairman

No Report.

Next meeting – Tuesday, June 2, 2009 at 6:30 pm - East Annex.

Community Development – Ald. Natalino, Chairman

No Report.





Next meeting – Tuesday, June 2, 2009 at 7:30 pm - East Annex.

Recreation Committee – Ald. Stone, Chairman

No Report.

Next meeting – Wednesday, June 3, 2009 at 6:30 pm - East Annex.
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CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

REGARDING THIS EVENING BUSINESS

Andrew Scott of 12500 Maple Avenue stated his concerns he and his neighbors have with the Corner Store. The trouble has been happening since the new owner took over with selling individual cigarettes to minors, loud music, closing after permitted hours, gangs hanging around and cars pulling up doing deals so we are all really concerned with what’s happening and can the City help.

Mayor Peloquin stated that his office would first send a letter to the owner stating that having a business license is a privilege and at the same time notify the Police Department and have additional patrols in that area.  The State does a patrol in regards to the tobacco issue and the City could stipulate they go in there for that. The Mayor asked if the residents could get any license plate number so that the Police Department could check it out.

Ald. Ostling stated that when the new owner of the Corner Store came before of the Community Development Committee, we were very adamant that he abides by the rules of store hours, loitering and maintaining the area and he agreed to it. The Alderman also asked the Mayor if he could state in the letter that the owner come before the Committee again.

The Mayor agreed.

Douglas Vandyke of 12501 Elm Street also stated his concerns with the Corner Store and fears the neighborhood kids getting hurt with all the traffic that’s going on and that there constant urination along the building and dumpster.

The Mayor asked if it was kids hanging out there.

Mr. Scott stated that they are older, that they were men.

Mayor Peloquin requested Mr. Mindeman have a talk with them tomorrow. 

Jairo Frausto of 13403 Ann Street thanked Chief Hoglund and the Police Department for a good job responding and patrolling his neighborhood with the resent trouble and for the information they gave him on the Cook County Sheriffs Office for graffiti removal his Dad needed for his property.  Mr. Frausto also informed his Aldermen of a streetlight that is out on the corner of Ann & Market and wanted to ask a few questions. He first asked about the sign with 
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all the businesses that was taken down as you come down from the bridge turning on to Olde Western, second he asked about the Metra Train Tracks along the alley with the trees they chopped down will they come and clean all the debris that was left and third he had concerns with the Western Avenue Bridge overpass on Broadway with the structure being worn.

Mayor Peloquin stated that he had already reported the streetlight being out and there also will be light put in the alley and that Metra should of cleaned the debris already if they haven’t they will and the State already has the bridge on their agenda for repairs. 

Mr. Stachulak stated that the sign was taken down for safety reasons and that a lot of those businesses were gone and a new one is in the works.

Clerk Frasor reminded the Chairman of all the Committees to please call the Mayor’s secretary Lori with the firm dates and times of their meetings so she could create a schedule to give to the Southtown and it also needs to be published.

CLOSED SESSION
Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Hall to go into Executive Session to discuss pending litigation and real estate.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

OPEN SESSION
Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Hall to reconvene the meeting.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

ROLL CALL
Roll Call indicates the following:

Present:      12             Ald. Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Johnson, Hall, Elton, Vargas.

                                                   Absent:        2

Ald. Cantelo, Rita.
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Present Also:

Pam Frasor, City Clerk









Peter Murphy, City Attorney









Carmine Bilotto, City Treasurer

The Mayor stated that while in Executive Session a matter of litigation in the amount of $11,000.00.  The other item that was discussed was a development on 119th Street.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second Ald. Hall to instruct the City Attorney to make the offer of the settlement in the amount of $11,000.00.






Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Vieyra to adjourn the meeting.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.




            The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled for 

June 9, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.


_________________________________


   


Pam Frasor, City Clerk

APPROVED BY ME THIS

2ND DAY OF JUNE, 2009.

_________________________________

Donald E. Peloquin, Mayor
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