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JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING

OF THE

REGULAR MEETING, MAY 12, 2009

CALL TO ORDER                          The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Blue 


Island was called to order by Mayor Donald E. Peloquin at 


7:00 p.m. on May 12, 2009.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL                                    Roll Call indicates the following:

Present:   14   
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, 

Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, 

Ostling, Jackson, Hall, Elton, Vargas. 

Absent:    0 

 

                                                   Present Also:     
Pam Frasor, City Clerk

                                                                           
Peter Murphy, City Attorney

                                                                             
Andy Botte, City Treasurer

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING      Moved by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Rita the Journal Of Proceedings for the regular meeting on April 28, 2009 is accepted 

as printed.






Upon a vote the Mayor declared the motion carried.

                     REPORT OF CITY OFFICIALS

                                                   Mayor 

AMEND AGENDA
Mayor Peloquin asked Council to amend a part of the Agenda and allow the City Treasurer to present his report now since there will be a switch in that position.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Cantelo to approve.

CITY TREASURER
City Treasurer

Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Bilotto to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending April 30, 2009 and to be placed on file.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.
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OFFICIAL RESULTS
Mayor Peloquin read in to the record the Official Certificate of Results for the April 7, 2009 Consolidated Election.

MAYOR
Blue Island City Mayor:

Tommy A. Brown

1,553

Donald E. Peloquin

2,346

CITY CLERK
Blue Island City Clerk:

Pamela M. Frasor

2,236

Allan J. Stevo


1,529

TREASURER
Blue Island City Treasurer:

Maricela Saucedo

1,823

Carmine Bilotto

1,980

7TH WARD
Alderman 7th Ward:

Domingo Vargas

319

Glen Szcypka


180

6TH WARD
Alderman 6th Ward:

Charles Booth


179

Dexter Johnson

320

5TH WARD
Alderman 5th Ward:

Michael Janko


551

4TH WARD
Alderman 4th Ward:

Mark Ruthenberg

369

Carol DiPace-Greene

171

3RD WARD
Alderman 3rd Ward:

Mark Patoska


201

Stephen Granberg

156

Ricardo Moreno

106

2ND WARD
Alderman 2nd Ward:

Hilary E. Konczal

268

Cathy Spizzirri

336

1ST WARD
Alderman 1st Ward:

Jerry Natalino


510

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Rita to adopt this Certification and it will be the official record.

Ayes:     14   
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, 
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Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Johnson, Hall, Elton, Vargas.





Nays:        0

            Absent:     0



 

Abstain:    0



  

There being Fourteen (14) affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

PLAQUE PRESENTATION
Mayor Peloquin presented a plaque to the out going City Official, TREASURER ANDY BOTTE
Andy Botte the City Treasurer.

Mr. Botte stated that it has been an honor to serve the City for the past 36 years and that he always done what he thought was best for the City, and thanked his Wife and family for helping him out and for the past 25 years serving with Mayor Peloquin and pleased to see that the leadership is still there.

PLAQUE PRESENTATION
Mayor Peloquin presented a plaque to the out going City Official, ALD. LINDA DERTZ

Alderman Linda Dertz, 3rd Ward Alderman.

Alderman Dertz thanked everyone for her past 4 years.

PLAQUE PRESENTATION
Mayor Peloquin presented 2 plaques to the out going City Official, 

ALD. CARLEE JACKSON
Alderman Carlee Jackson, 6th Ward Alderman. The Mayor presented                        the first one to Alderman Jackson for leading the whole City Council in breaking the trend for our City by giving us ideas on what the future could be all about.  The Mayor asked Shirley Jackson, Alderman Jackson’s Cousin to do the honors in presenting the second plaque.  Ms. Jackson read the plaque, which was the Mayor’s letter that he had written and read to Alderman Jackson at a previous meeting.

Alderman Jackson gave thanks to everybody for giving him the opportunity to serve his community; he went on to say that he did his best and it was his pleasure to be Alderman for the past 12 years and said that the City of Blue Island is in good hands.

PASTOR HILLABRANDT
Mayor Peloquin invited Pastor Eric Hillabrandt from the Mission Convenient Church to do the swearing in.

SWEARING IN
Pastor Hillabrandt asked each of the following to put their left hand on the bible and to raise their right hand and to repeat after him the Oath.
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The Pastor swore in Mayor Peloquin first, the Mayor then proceeded to call each of the following to come up to be sworn in:

Pam Frasor – City Clerk, Carmine Bilotto – Treasurer, he thanked everybody who has been supported of him and will do his best to represent the constituents, Jerry Natalino – 1st Ward Ald., Cathy Spizzirri – 2nd Ward Ald., Mark Patoska – 3rd Ward Ald., Mark Ruthenberg – 4th Ward Ald., Mike Janko – 5th Ward Ald., Dexter Johnson – 6th Ward Ald., Domingo Vargas – 7th Ward Ald.

Pastor Hillabrandt greeted all in behalf of the clergy in Blue Island and that he does not represent them in any significant way other than being present tonight.  He went on to say that they all pray for all the elected representatives in the City Council and for all the citizens and to pray that this year will be a good one for us all and it has been an honor for him to be there.

The Mayor stated that there is City business to taken care of and there will be cake and refreshments after the meeting, but at this time asked the newly elected officials if they would like to say anything.

Alderman Cathy Spizzirri thanked everybody for their support and also the support going into the future to make sure we all move forward to a better Blue Island.

Alderman Mark Patoska thanked everybody who helped him out during the election and look forward to a great 4 years for the City of Blue Island and for everybody else.

Alderman Dexter Johnson thanked God, Family, Friends and the 6th Ward Citizens for electing him.

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
Mayor Peloquin asked for approval for the following Committee Assignments:

Finance – Alderman Cantelo Chairperson with Aldermen Ostling, Stone, Rita and Patoska.

Judiciary – Alderman Vargas Chairperson with Aldermen Spizzirri and Cantelo.

Public Health and Safety – Alderman Ostling Chairperson with Aldermen Vieyra, Vargas, Ruthenberg and Rita.

Municipal Services – Alderman Janko Chairperson with Aldermen Vieyra, Elton, Hall and Ruthenberg.
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Recreation – Alderman Stone Chairperson with Aldermen Elton, Johnson, Natalino and Hall.

Community Development – Alderman Natalino Chairperson with Aldermen Janko, Spizzirri, Patoska and Johnson.

Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Rita to approve.

Ayes:     14   
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, 

Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Johnson, Hall, Elton, Vargas.





Nays:        0

            Absent:     0


 

Abstain:    0



  

There being Fourteen (14) affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

APPOINTMENTS
Mayor Peloquin asked for approval for the following Appointments for the term from April 1, 2009 to April 30, 2010:

City Attorney – Peter Murphy

City Collector – Pam Frasor

Police Chief – Douglas Hoglund

Deputy Police Chief/911 – Philip Contreras

Fire Chief/S.S.D.A. Director – Robert Copp

Deputy Fire Chief – Mark Luety

Superintendent of Public Works – Ken Stachulak

Superintendent of Water – Gary Kozlowski

Building Commissioner – Dave Mindeman

Recreation Center Director – Pam Vidovic

City Engineer – Robinson Engineering, Ltd.

License Inspector – Daniel Savino

Health Inspector – Tony Steffanelli

Plumbing Inspector - Kieran Griffin

Hearing Officer/Housing Court –

Parking Office/Parking Court – Ethel Jebens

Director of Golf (Meadows) – Jerry Vidovic

Director of Planning and Development – Jodi Prout

Mayor Pro Tem – Domingo Vargas

Deputy Chief – Mike Cornell
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Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Rita to approve.

Ayes:     14   
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, 

Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Johnson, Hall, Elton, Vargas.





Nays:        2

Ald. Spizzirri for Chief Hoglund








Ald. Johnson for Pam Vidovic

            Absent:     0


 

Abstain:    0



  

There being Fourteen (14) affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

MFT RESOLUTION  
A RESOLUTION FOR THE MOTOR FUEL TAX

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Vargas to approve.

Ayes:     14   
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, 

Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Johnson, Hall, Elton, Vargas.





Nays:        0

            Absent:     0



 

Abstain:    0



  

There being Fourteen (14) affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

PROCLAMATION
PROCLAMATION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Ostling to approve.

Upon a motion, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

BROWNSFIELD AGREEMENT
An Agreement to enter into a contract with V3 Company for Environmental Engineering Services related to the 2008 USEPA Brownfields Assessment Grant.
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Motion by Ald. Vargas, second by Ald. Ruthenberg to approve.

Ayes:     14   
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, 

Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Johnson, Hall, Elton, Vargas.





Nays:        0

            Absent:     0



 

Abstain:    0



  

There being Fourteen (14) affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

SERVICE SCAPE CONTRACT
A renewal of a contract from Service Scape at the Golf Course for maintenance that was up on April 30th.

Motion by Ald. Hall, second by Ald. Elton to approve.

Ayes:     14   
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, 

Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Johnson, Hall, Elton, Vargas.





Nays:        0

            Absent:     0



 

Abstain:    0



  

There being Fourteen (14) affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

LITTLE LEAGUE LEASE
Eastside Little League Lease Agreement for the next 20 years with the City of Blue Island.

Motion by Ald. Rita, second by Ald. Cantelo to approve.

Ayes:     14   
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, 

Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Johnson, Hall, Elton, Vargas.





Nays:        0
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            Absent:     0



 

Abstain:    0



  

There being Fourteen (14) affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

FUNDRAISER
A request for a fundraiser for the Blue Island Little League for repairs on May 30th at McKenzie’s Tap at Lincoln and Oak Street and to close Oak Street from Lincoln to the alley.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Patoska to approve.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-370
A RESOLUTION HONORING ST. DONATUS CHURCH ON THEIR 100TH ANNIVERSAY


Motion by Ald. Rita, second by Ald. Patoska to adopt.

Ayes:     14   
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, 

Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Johnson, Hall, Elton, Vargas.





Nays:        0

            Absent:     0



 

Abstain:    0



  

There being Fourteen (14) affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

                                   Questions To The Mayors Office

Ald. Janko wanted to follow up with Chief Hoglund with the zero tolerance with the loud music coming from vehicles and if there could be a memo sent out to patrol to get a handle on this.  The Alderman also thanked Robinson Engineering in providing him with the Street Plan of Ann Street and would like a time line so the residents could be informed and is there an update on the break in at Little League Field.  The Alderman talked the to Commissioner Mindeman on the painting of the U-Store-It building and wanted to make sure that the paint codes are being followed. Alderman Janko 
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had a flyer he passed out entitled the Fifth Ward 5 steps to keep you and your family safe in the event of severe weather.

Mayor Peloquin stated that now that the Committee’s are formed the Chief has a report to present to the Committee and the Committee’s could put it in force. Regarding Ann Street, it will take awhile but the residents will be informed and there is no update on the break in at the Little League field. The Mayor stated that the City is going to stick to the guidelines that were set for the building and that he had talked to Superintendent Stachulak who was in contact with the Superintendent of Oak Lawn who has an active part in their Little League and he has offered to help our Little League.

Ald. Vargas asked if there was a response from Metra on the right of way.

Mayor Peloquin stated that he has been in contact with them and it will be resolved quickly.

Ald. Rita asked if the Mayor could contact Metra regarding the tracks on Vermont Street and also wanted to thank Mr. Reihel for taking care of the graffiti in the 3rd Ward.

The Mayor stated he would contact Metra on this.

BIDS

None.



CITY CLERK

TAG DAYS
Eisenhower High School Football Team is requesting permission for tag days for July 17th & 18th and the Eisenhower High School Cardinal Dance Team is requesting permission for tag days for May 29th, June 20th and August 8th.

Motion by Ald. Hall, second by Ald. Patoska to approve.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.
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Mayor Peloquin stated to make sure there is adult supervision and there could not be tagging at 127th & Western.

Clerk Frasor stated that it is in the letter.

City Attorney

Motion by Ald. Ruthenberg, second by Ald. Janko the headings be read and then a motion for adoption.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-059
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS TO BORROW FUNDS FROM THE PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY LOAN PROGRAM.    


Motion by Ald. Ostling, second by Ald. Janko to adopt.

On the Question:  Ald. Janko asked if the work could be done for less money could the loan be taken out for less also.

The Mayor responded that they’re asking for that much because they’re anticipating that’s how much it will cost.

Ald. Janko asked what the cost was when the tanks were painted a while ago.

Mayor Peloquin stated the cost back then was about $600,000.00.

Ald. Hall asked when they instituted the water rate increase, wasn’t apart of that money suppose to go to this work.

The Mayor stated yes, but this rate has never been offered before and that’s why we could jump-start so many things, we could never get this kind of funding prior to this. 

Attorney Murphy stated that this money would be budgeted in the water billing system.

Treasurer Bilotto stated that he had talked to Mr. Anastasia regarding this and to answer Ald. Hall’s question, there is approximately $186,000 in the Water Department Coffers and in order to get this loan you have to show evidence that you are able to pay it back and if we could get this loan that would take care of both tanks, the money that we saved to do it could go to other projects. He also stated that the City of Chicago in 2007-2008 passed a 15% increase to Blue Island.  When he receives more information he then pass it to the consumers.  
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Ayes:     14   
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, 

Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Johnson, Hall, Elton, Vargas.





Nays:        0

            Absent:     0



 

Abstain:    0



  

There being Fourteen (14) affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-060
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF JURISDICTION AND MANINTENANCE OF CERTAIN PORTIONS OF 136TH STREET/THORNTON ROAD FROM COOK COUNTY TO THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND MUNICIPAL STREET SYSTEM.    

On the Question:  Ald. Hall asked if the Forest Preserve plans on keeping that part of Thornton Road open.

Mayor Peloquin stated that the Forest Preserve is not going to do anything; the County is not going to take it out but there not going to fix it up either.

Ald. Janko asked on the part that the City will be assuming ownership of, are we responsible for the sewers and what is the condition of them.

Mayor Peloquin stated that the City is responsible for them now even though that’s not our road it’s our sewers and they’re in good shape.

Ald. Rita asked if unincorporated Cook County could clean it.

The Mayor stated yes but there is Forest Preserves all around so Cook County would make them clean it.


Motion by Ald. Hall, second by Ald. Ruthenberg to adopt.

Ayes:     14   
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, 

Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Johnson, Hall, Elton, Vargas.





Nays:        0
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            Absent:     0



 

Abstain:    0



  

There being Fourteen (14) affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-061
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND, ILLINOIS.     


Motion by Ald. Ostling, second by Ald. Natalino to adopt.

Ayes:     14   
Ald. Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra, Spizzirri, 

Rita, Patoska, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Johnson, Hall, Elton, Vargas.





Nays:        0

            Absent:     0



 

Abstain:    0



  

There being Fourteen (14) affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-371
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE ILLINOIS CLEAN CARS ACT.     


Motion by Ald. Rita, second by Ald. Janko to adopt.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS


Finance Committee –  Ald. Cantelo, Chairman

PAYROLL
No Report. 

Next meeting – To be announced.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
No Report. 

                                 Next meeting – To be announced.
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Judiciary Committee –  Ald. Vargas, Chairman


No Report.


Next meeting – To be announced.

                      
Public Health & Safety Committee –  Ald. Ostling, Chairman


No Report.

Next meeting – To be announced.
Municipal Services Committee –  Ald. Janko, Chairman

No Report.

Next Meeting – To be announced.

Community Development –  Ald. Natalino, Chairman

No Report.

Next Meeting – To be announced.
Recreation Committee –  Ald. Stone, Chairman

No Report.

Next meeting – To be announced.

Mayor Peloquin asked all the re-elected Alderman if they would like to say any thing.

Ald. Janko thanked everybody who came out and voted and thanked all the volunteers.  It was a very interesting election and was thankful for the 560 people who came out and voted for him, the Alderman will continue to work for the continuants in his Ward and for everybody in the City of Blue Island.  He had a great leader in Carlee Jackson and in some of the other men and woman who served in Council and will hope to carry on that tradition.  The Alderman is grateful in serving under Mayor Donald Peloquin with his great 
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vision he has for the City. It’s been some tough times with the businesses and residents with finances, but if we all stick together and be committed to our communities we could come through this. He thanked everybody and stated he is looking forward in serving them for the next 4 years. 

Ald. Vargas thanked his constituents who voted for him and for the ones who didn’t vote for him in the 7th Ward and is humble to be re-elected for the 5th time.  He will continue to work for all the citizens in Blue Island.

Mayor Peloquin thanked Pastor Hillabrandt personally for doing the swearing in and invited everybody to join in with cake and refreshments in the back of the room.

CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

REGARDING THIS EVENING BUSINESS

Nancy Madrigal of 13427 Mozart congratulated everybody in Office.  She asked what would be used to pay the 20-year water loan off with.

The Mayor stated that a percent will be used to pay off this debt and when we get the million dollars at a reduced rate and it will escalate other work, which would free up the other dollars instead of painting the tanks doing other work.

Ron Murray of 3136 w. 141st Street congratulated everyone and asked about summer jobs and how old do you have to be.

Mayor Peloquin stated that their trying to work with 2 things, the Census Bureau and trying to generate some other summer jobs with some of the local businesses in regards to their training programs, and Cook County also called regarding some training programs. So at this time we are following thru with these and you have to be 16 and older.

Ald. Rita stated that some one had called her regarding behind the Salvation Army that they’re wetlands back there.

Mayor Peloquin stated that the EPA called his office, and that is not wetlands, that it is a land fill back there.

Tommy Brown of Blue Island congratulated all who was elected and congratulated the Mayor for a great race and stated that it was a learning experience for him. Mr. Brown stated that the bible teaches that those 
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who are in authority we must pray for and he thanked the Mayor again for a great race.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Ald. Hall, second by Ald. Vargas to adjourn the meeting.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.




                        The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled for 

May 26, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.



_________________________________






Pam Frasor, City Clerk

APPROVED BY ME THIS

20th  DAY OF MAY 2009

________________________________

Donald E. Peloquin, Mayor
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