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JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING

OF THE

REGULAR MEETING, MARCH 24, 2009

CALL TO ORDER                          The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Blue 

                                                            Island was called to order by Mayor Donald E. Peloquin at 


7:00 p.m. on March 24, 2009.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL                                    Roll Call indicates the following:

Present:   13      
Ald. Elton, Vargas, Cantelo, Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson. 

Absent:     1

Ald. Hall.






Present Also:     
Pam Frasor, City Clerk

                                                                          
Peter Murphy, City Attorney

                                                                         
Andy Botte, City Treasurer

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDING      Moved by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Natalino the Journal 


Of Proceedings for the regular meeting on March 10, 2009


 is accepted as printed.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

REPORT OF CITY OFFICIALS

  Mayor 

I.D.O.T. AGREEMENT
Agreement from I.D.O.T. in regards to the preliminary engineering in regards to the intersection at 127th & Sacramento Avenue

Motion by Ald. Ruthenberg, second by Ald. Stone to authorize the City Clerk to authorize these and submit to I.D.O.T.

Ayes:      13                Ald. Elton, Vargas, Cantelo,

Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson.
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Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Hall.







 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

COMMUNITY GARDEN
Mayor Peloquin stated that the Salvation Army is requesting to create a community garden between the Railroad tracks at Union and in addition he would like the Council to agree and allow negotiations with the Salvation Army to utilize some of our property to develop some kind of soccer field.

Motion by ald. Ruthenberg, second by Ald. Bilotto to approve.

Ayes:      13                Ald. Elton, Vargas, Cantelo,

Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Hall.







 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

LT. MARCHESKI’S BENEFIT  
Mayor Peloquin announced that on March 27th from 7 – 11 p.m. at Bourbon Street on 115th Street, there would be a fundraiser in honor of Lt. Gene Marcheski.

CROSS WALKS
The Mayor presented a proposal from Tom Nagel from Robinson Engineer, to apply for funding to make our crosswalks concrete.

IEPA STIMULUS
IEPA Stimulus Low Pack where they could apply for 1 million dollars to help in our Water Department at a 4% interest rate.
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THANK YOU
Mayor Peloquin thanked Tom Nagel and all those at Robinson Engineer for being on top of things for the City.

127TH & SACRAMENTO
The Mayor announced that Tom Nagel also secured another $250,000 from State for 127th & Sacramento.

CHIEF HOGLUND’S AWARD
Police Chief Hoglund and Police Chief O’Connor approached the podium for a presentation. Chief O’Connor stated that he was the Police Chief for Moraine Valley and that he has been a Police Office for the past 36 years and also he’s the first Vice President of the Illinois Police Chiefs Association and the lead Chair in the Police Chiefs Certification & Assessment Center.  Chief O’Connor was please to announce that as of the 23rd Chief Hoglund finished his 11/2-year long Police Chief Certification.  He encouraged Chief Hoglund to get his certification.  Chief O’Connor presented Chief Hoglund his certificate.   Chief Hoglund accepted his certificate and thanked everyone for allowing him to be the City’s Chief of Police.

P/D HONORABLE MENTIONS
Mayor Peloquin presented Honorable Mention Certificates to Tele-communicator Jerry Gustavson and Mandy Sarna for the February 16th incident for the simultaneous calls they both received for shots at the Thornton Gas Station. 

P/D HONORABLE MENTIONS
Mayor Peloquin presented Honorable Mention Certificates to Officers Francisco Navarro and Michael Mayer for the February 16th shooting with the capture and arrest of the felon.

Deputy Chief Contreras accepted Mandy Sarna’s Certificate and stated how extremely proud he is with all the Tele-communicators. 

OFFICER KING’S AWARD
Chief Hoglund presented Officer King with the Chief’s Achievement Award that is way over do. Officer King along with him being a Blue Island Police Office, he is also the DARE Office for the grade schools. Chief Hoglund thanked him for a fine job done.

Regular Meeting – March 24, 2009                                                                                            Page 4

A PROUD CHIEF
Chief Hoglund stated regarding all the Certificates awarded in how the Tele-communicator are highly trained and the Officers that are highly trained and to listen to how they all work together in the capture of a felon, and as the Chief how proud you feel.

MAYOR PELOQUIN/ELECTION    Mayor Peloquin stated that how proud he is of the Police Department and that how there was an incident that occurred that stains our City and stains the whole idea of democracy.  He went on to say how he is discouraged by it but feels very comfortable that they will find the perpetrator and put this individual in jail.  Two of his opponent’s signs were painted with swastikas signs. He has been talking with the Chief and this will be prosecuted as a hate crime and we will be bringing other agencies into this matter and he has been in contact with the FBI and the States Attorneys Offices to help us.

MAYOR’S PUBLIC APPOLOGY
Mayor Peloquin stated that he would not tolerate this nor will the City Council or any resident of the City.  We are not about that, we have never been and we never will be. This will be prosecuted to the furthest extent and the Mayor openly and publicly apologize to Mr. Brown and his site and the Mayor apologize for those who are running with him in regards to the problems that this is creating with us. That is not our Community.

MAYOR PRESENTED LETTERS
Mayor Peloquin stated that this is the last City Council Meeting until after the election and that he has written a statement from his Office that will be mounted on a plaque for 3 individuals that won’t be back on Council. The first letter he presented to Alderman Linda Dertz, which he read aloud. The second he presented to Alderman Carlee Jackson, which he read aloud.  The third was present to Treasurer Andy Botte, which he read aloud.

The Mayor stated that there will be cake to celebrate after the meeting and asked if anyone would like to say anything.

Questions To The Mayor’s Office

Ald. Vargas stated that he has been approached by some businesses along the Metra Rails and asked if the Mayors Office could send a letter to Metra asking them to clean up along the rails from 119th to 127th Street.

The Mayor stated that he would. 
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Ald. Janko publicly thanked Gary Decker of Decker Brothers Construction who pumped about 52,000 gallons of water from the Little League Field and we are discussing how to solve this problem once and for all.

Ald. Jackson thanked Public Works, Supt. Stachulak and Joe Pierce for the quick response in cleaning the graffiti from the over pass on Kedzie which we were waiting for Cook County to do and Ald. Jackson stated that this was his last item of business.

Ald. Dertz thanked the Fire Department for when they helped her a year ago, thanked the Police Department the other day when she needed them and for Public Works and the others who made her alley beautiful.

Bids

Clerk Frasor stated that Jerry recommend that we accept the bid from Wyatt Sales & Service for the Tractor for $14,000.00.

Motion by Ald. Bilotto, second by Ald. Janko to accept the bid.

Ayes:      13                Ald. Elton, Vargas, Cantelo,

Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Hall.







 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

City Clerk

Clerk Frasor informed Council and for the record, that 2 meetings ago J & T Homes, LLC was approved on an extension. Since then the name has changed to J & T Group of Illinois, LLC.
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City Treasurer

No Report.

Mr. Botte thanked his Colleagues’ and Family for all their support all the years he has served as City Treasurer, that it has been an honor.

City Attorney

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Jackson the headings be read and then a motion for adoption.

Mr. Murphy’s first order of business is for the AFSME contract which is up on April 30th and would like to would like to extend his personal thanks to the members of the staff.  Mr. Murphy for approval of this contract.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Rita to approve contract.

Ayes:      13                Ald. Elton, Vargas, Cantelo,

Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Hall.







 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-051
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH THE VILLAGE OF CALUMET PARK REGARDING THE CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN PROPERTY TO THE VILLAGE OF CALUMET PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

Location: 12300 Lincoln Avenue.
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Motion by Ald. Vieyra, second by Ald. Rita to adopt.


On the Question:  Ald. Bilotto requested for his name to be correctly spelled on the Ordinance.


Ayes:      13                Ald. Elton, Vargas, Cantelo,

Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Hall.







 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-052
AN ORDINANCE RESTRICTING A PORTION OF A CERTAIN STREET FOR HANDICAPPED PARKING ONLY WITHIN THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND, COUNTY OF COOK, STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF. 


Location: 2456 Orchard Street.


Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Ostling to adopt.

Ayes:      13                Ald. Elton, Vargas, Cantelo,

Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Hall.







 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.
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ORDINANCE NO. 09-053
AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING PARKING UPON A PORTION OF A CERTAIN STREET WITHIN THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND, COUNTY OF COOK, STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.

Location: North side of 138th Street

ORDINANCE NO. 09-054
AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING PARKING UPON A PORTION OF A CERTAIN STREET WITHIN THE CITY OF BLUE ISLAND, COUNTY OF COOK, STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.


Location: West side of Division Street.

Motion by Ald. Jackson, second by Ald. Janko to adopt.

Ayes:      13                Ald. Elton, Vargas, Cantelo,

Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Hall.







 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-368
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN AN INTERJURISDICTIONAL APPLICATION FOR NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION PROGRAM FUNDS. 

Motion by Ald. Ruthenberg, second by Ald. Stone to adopt.
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Ayes:      13                Ald. Elton, Vargas, Cantelo,

Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Hall.







 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Finance Committee – Ald. Cantelo, Chairman 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Natalino to approve 

Accounts Payable for the period ending March 24, 2009 for the amount of  $494,501.84.

Ayes:      13                Ald. Elton, Vargas, Cantelo,

Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Hall.







 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.


Finance Committee – Ald. Cantelo, Chairman 

PAYROLL
Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Bilotto to approve Payroll for March 20, 2009 – Net Pay - $225,010.30

Total Gross - $349,768.14. 
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Ayes:      13                Ald. Elton, Vargas, Cantelo,

Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Hall.







 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

CHICAGO TECH GROUP
Motion by Ald. Cantelo, second by Ald. Bilotto to approve a proposal from Chicago Office Technical Group regarding  printers for the 911 Center and the Police Department pending the City Attorney’s approval.

Ayes:      13                Ald. Elton, Vargas, Cantelo,

Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Hall.







 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Judiciary Committee – Ald. Rita, Chairman

No Report.

Next meeting – will be posted - East Annex.
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Public Health & Safety Committee – Ald. Ostling, Chairman

Fire Department Report for February:

Total emergency medical service response 169, patients treated 139, patients transported 124 and patients refused transport 41.

Emergency response 123 & non-emergency response 46.

Total man-hours in service 230, average minute per response 36 and average call to patient contact 5.13 minutes.

Day response 100 and 69 night responses.

Fires 11, hazardous no fire 12, service calls 51, good intent 1 and false alarms 20.

Grand total for February 254.

MABAS 22 – mutual aide box alarm system, members include Blue Island, Posen, Alsip, Cal Park, Dixmoor, Robbins, Merrionette Park, Garden Homes & Crestwood.

Through Homeland Security the members received a 6 wheel ATV which Blue Island will house and can be used by all members.

MABAS 22 Chiefs Association purchased $5,80.00 in dive equipment again to be used by all members.  Equipment will be displayed at next available Council Meeting.

Police Department Report for February:

Service calls 3,102, 364 traffic stops were made, 534 moving violations issued, 53 local ordinance tickets issued, 21,860 miles patrolled, 1059 part-time officers’ hours and 1,103 parking tickets were issued.

The Detective Division:

55 assigned and self-initiated cases were resolved in February. Of the 55 cases four death investigation 8 crimes against person, 8 burglaries, 4 larcenies, 5 missing persons, 29 property damage.  The Detective Division made 20 arrests of those, 10 were felonies, 8 misdemeanors, and 31 juveniles were arrested.

February 21st the Detective Division conducted the second tobacco sales compliance check with businesses 6 of the 2 licensed to sell 
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tobacco was cited for the sale to minors.  The six establishments face a $500.00 fine & could also face a revocation of their license to sell tobacco.  This operation is funded by a grant from the Illinois Liquor Control Commission.

February 25th a narcotics search warrant was executed.  The result in the recovery of cocaine and cannabis the resident was charged.

February 2nd Det. Haro and Major Crimes Task Force responded to a Riverdale suspected homicide.

Administrative tow revenue for 2008 – 494 tows resulting in $204,500 in revenue.

Homewood Police Department sent a letter of thanks to Officers Miller and Catalan for their assistance in locating a vehicle and Offenders involved in a hit and run accident with injuries.  Both of these Officers gave their full interdepartmental Cooperation and showed true professionalism.

Next meeting – will be posted – Lower Level of the Police Department. 

Municipal Services Committee – Ald. Ruthenberg, Chairman

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Jackson to approve an Ordinance to be drafted for a handicapped parking for 2052 Grove Street.

Upon a motion, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Next meeting – will be posted - East Annex.

Community Development – Ald. Vieyra, Chairman





A special meeting was held tonight at 6:00 for a new business:

Urban Wear at 2903 w. 139th Street was approved pending on Building and Fire Inspections.

Ald. Vieryra informed Council that she had received a letter from the Mayors Office regarding Rapid Recovery.  At this time Ald. Vieyra motioned to deny approval for Rapid Recovery due to false information, second by Ald. Ostling.
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Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

Next meeting – will be posted - East Annex.

Recreation Committee – Ald. Stone, Chairman

No Report.

Next meeting – will be posted - East Annex.

The Mayor announced that this was the last Council Meeting until after the election.

Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Vargas that all Committee’s are to be defunct until after the election.

Ayes:      13                Ald. Elton, Vargas, Cantelo,

Natalino, Vieyra, Bilotto, Rita, Dertz, Ruthenberg, Stone, Janko, Ostling, Jackson.





Nays:        0






Abstain:    0



                                                   Absent:     1

Ald. Hall.







 

There being Thirteen (13) Affirmative Votes, the Mayor declared the motion carried.

CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

REGARDING THIS EVENING BUSINESS

No Citizens.

Mayor Peloquin invited everyone for coffee & cake and hopes to see every back at the next Council Meeting.
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ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Ald. Janko, second by Ald. Vargas to adjourn the meeting.

Upon a vote, the Mayor declared the motion carried.




            The next regular meeting of the City Council is scheduled for 

April 14, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.


_________________________________


   


Pam Frasor, City Clerk

APPROVED BY ME THIS

2ND DAY OF APRIL, 2009.

_________________________________

Donald E. Peloquin, Mayor
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