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About Blue Island

ü 180-year old, inner-ring suburb located 

just south of Chicago

üPopulation: 23,463 (2000 Census)

üMedian income: $36,520

üReady Industrial Workforce

54.2% - high school or community college 

üTransportation Assets: I-57, I-294, Metra

üTraditional downtown business district with 

walkableneighborhoods

USEPA Grant Recipient

ü 2007 Brownfields Assessment Grant
2008 BrownfieldsAssessment Grant
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Blue Island Economic Development Plan

Goal:  

Foster development that will create jobs & raise 

local tax revenues, while celebrating Blue 

Islandõs historic identity, preserving its diversity, 

enhancing its natural environment, and improving 

the quality of life for all residents.

Principles:  

üAffirm Blue Islandõs identity

üMake development inclusive

üMake development work for business & the 
environment

üDirect development planning & oversight from the 
community

üMake a practical development plan
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Priority Redevelopment Areas

TOD Redevelopment Opportunity:

Correct current negative land use & design of the built 
environment so that more people will have the 
opportunity to live and the desire to shop in the Vermont 
station area and main street district. 

COD Redevelopment Opportunity: 

Use the advantages of access to freight infrastructure, 
existing business clusters & a ready industrial workforce 
to overcome impediments & restore more than 150 acres 
of vacant land to productive use. 

Benefits of TOD/COD Redevelopment:

ü Improve regional economy

ü Improve regional environment by establishing new 
land use and transportation patterns that will eliminate 
thousands of truck trips and tons of air pollution per 
year

TOD Opportunity

COD Opportunity
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